
The Commission for Architecture and the 
Built Environment (known as CABE) has 
included the enhancement of Devizes 

Market Place as a case study in its new 
publication òThis way to better streets: 
lessons from ten successful streets.ó 

The study stresses that trade is the 

lifeblood of market towns and market 
places exist to serve as a centre for 
exchange and interaction. It considers that 
Devizesõ triangular market square is a 
perfect example, containing all the key 

features;  a central civic space at the 
intersection of the principal streets serving 
both as the focal point and the market. It is 
composed of an assorted collection of 

buildings of varying ages and qualities and 
it serves as the transport interchange for 
local buses and taxis.  

CABE is particularly keen on the way 
traders and customers are drawn together 
around the central monuments. 

Recognition of the enhancement is a very 

considerable achievement for a small town 
such as Devizes, it being one of just ten 
schemes picked out in this way. The others, 
mainly from large cities, include Temple 
Meads Station, OõConnell St., Dublin, 

Kensington High St. and Hope St., 
Liverpool.  

The Trust is proud to have played its part 
in the planning of the renovation.   

Market Place Renovation - an Example of Best Practice 
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From the Editor 

It is encouraging to know 
that the merits of our 
Market Place have been 
recognized by so august a 
body as CABE. But the 
quality of life in Devizes is 
under threat. Two stabbings 
in one week is certainly 
exceptional, but violence on 
our streets is on the increase 
nat ionwide, and we 
certainly do not want it to 
b e c o m e  a  c o m m o n 
occurrence. At the other 
extreme, the long awaited 
traffic model brought with it 
some bad news - traffic 
congestion is forecast to get 
worse with the experts 
seeing no way of solving it 
after 2016. Add into this 
equation the new and much 
larger local government we 
are due to get before the 
end of the decade and it is 
plain that now is the time for 
those who want to preserve 
our way of life to stand up 
and be counted.  The Trust is 
ready to face up to these 
challenges and to fight to 
keep Devizes a very special 
town.        
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Delay in changeover to new Council spells problems 

Our new unitary authority may not have 
started well. Many consider the choice of 
Wiltshire Council (WC for short) as its new 
name is courting trouble. The wags are 
already at work with their lavatorial 

humour.  
But the new Council is set to hit trouble 

well before it finally takes over.  Officers 
have been left in a vacuum - not knowing 
whether they will be offered a job or not, 
and if so what.  That is not a pleasant 
position to be in and one which many may 
react to by seeking employment elsewhere. 

Obviously those that do leave cannot be 
replaced by permanent staff,  so Kennet will 
be staffed by more and more òtempsó, or 
just run without the requisite numbers to 
provide a full service. Either way it is the 

Council Tax payer who is likely to suffer. 
The other issue for Devizes is what sort of 

representation we will get in the new 
Council. There are plans for local Area 
Boards, but these will be unelected Quangos 
and as such may not accurately represent 
local views. We must work hard to ensure 
that this is not the case. 

Photograph by kind permission of Hamilton-Baillie Associates Ltd 
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We are delighted that 
Michael Murphy has agreed 
to join the committee to work 
primarily in improving the 
Trust's communication with the 
public and in helping to raise 
awareness of the Trust's 
objectives and beliefs. 

 Michael is a Marketing 
Management Consultant of 
longstanding who has also 
worked in senior roles in 
corporate business and in the 
voluntary sector.  He says that 
"delightful Devizes" is simply 
"the best town I have ever 
lived in" and that he shares 

the enthusiasm of all Trust 
Members to protect the best 
of its past, and to help shape 
its future imaginatively and 
determinedly, to see that 
it remains the best place to 
live.  

Under the Chairmanship of 
Jeff Ody, the Committee has 
been reshaped, bringing in a 
broad range of talents and 
experience: all designed to 
give the Trust the leadership 
it needs to remain an 
effective force for good in 
Devizes. 

After being forced by the 
disastrous fire to hold joint 
services at St. Maryõs for over 
a year, the congregation at 
St Johnõs are delighted that 
their church is to re-open 
a f t e r  i t s  e x t e n s i v e 
refurbishment on 21st 
November at 7.30 p.m. The  
re-opening has been timed to 
coincide with the induction of 
the new rector. The last major 
renovation of this 877 year 
old building took place in 
1958 when the nave was re-
roofed.  Let us hope it will be 
at least another 50 years 
before its next closure! 

Kennet Council has decided to 
declare the Victoria Road area, 
plus the areas embracing the 
original Cottage Hospital, Park 
Bridge, Quakers Lodge and the 
adjacent homes in Commercial 
Road and Gains Lane, a 
Conservation Area. 

This is extremely good news 
since it should protect the area 
from insensitive development as 
the future of Devizes Hospital is 
debated. 

New Traffic Model predicts more congestion 

Wiltshire County Council has at last 
completed the new Traffic Model it promised 
us in 2006.  The òmodeló is in fact a computer 
program fed with data on traffic resulting 
from a traffic survey undertaken last year. It is 
called a ôModelõ because new data can be 
added at any time (where, for example, an 
application is made for a housing 
development). Once the estimated traffic 
generated by such a development is fed in, 
the model shows what changes are likely to 
take place across the whole road network and 
highlights new or increased congestion as a 
result.  The other main use to which the model 
is already being put is to estimate the effects 
of major changes such as a by-pass,  a one 
way system, new roundabouts and traffic 
lights. 

The good news for those of us living in 
Devizes is that any future applications for new 
developments will be tested against the model 
and, where it is seen that serious congestion 
will result, such applications will be opposed 
by the Highways Authority. 

The bad news is that all the proposals for 
alleviating congestion tested by the model 
have failed to produce any worthwhile 
improvements. In fact the County Engineers say 
that they can see no solution to our problems 
after 2016, and sooner, if we continue to add 

more housing developments.  The best County 
can offer is Urban Traffic Control which means 
a lot more traffic lights, resulting in a large 
number of small queues rather than one big 
one! 

The data gathered for the model provided 
some valuable and surprising information. 
35% of all traffic in the town is generated by 
internal movements, that is cars starting and 
finishing their trip in Devizes.  27% started in 
the town and finished elsewhere and exactly 
the same number started elsewhere and 
finished their journey in the town.  Only 10% 
of traffic was ôthrough-traffic, i.e. started and 
finished their trip outside Devizes. That is an 
overall figure, that for lorries being very much 
higher. 

Nevertheless since Devizes is a  small town, it 
is certain that a good proportion of this 
internal traffic could be replaced by walking, 
cycling or bus. 

If we do not wish to see our town become 
gridlocked, we must encourage car owners to 
leave them at home where practical, or to 
reduce the number of rush-hour trips into the 
town centre by better planning. Just a 10% 
reduction would make a very considerable 
difference to congestion, as vividly illustrated 
during school holidays by the absence of the 
school run.   

Now that we have a more regular newsletter in the shape of Trust News, we are able to 
plan the dates of the Trust Socials for the full year ahead. This, in turn, should make it easier 
for you to book the dates well ahead. The Christmas Social is advertised on the back page of 
this issue and takes place on Monday 3rd December. I hope you will come along and support 
us. That will be followed by our Spring Social and AGM on Thursday March 27th, fitting in 
with our new financial year. Watch out for the full list of Social Events for 2008 in the next 
issue. 
Below you will find Tony Sedgwickõs update on the results of the County Councilõs Traffic 

Model of Devizes, forecasting future road conditions. The Trust, together with other Devizes 
interests, was instrumental in getting this work carried out. Importantly, it will enable Kennetõs 
planners to resist unreasonable housing applications on validated traffic grounds. 

The plans for a Unitary Council are throwing the normal business of Kennet, as well as the 
County Council and the other Districts, into considerable disarray. The County has no planning 
experience whatsoever and is going to have to depend on the Districtsõ planning teams to 
deliver on 8,000 applications a year; the largest number for a single Authority in the country. 
As a large question mark hangs over the future of individual planning officers, Wiltshire will 
be lucky if it has any planning staff left by April 2009, when the new unitary authority is 
vested into being. 
Meanwhile, we have also been instrumental in persuading Kennetõs planners to take a 
different line in meeting the Governmentõs housing targets. I suggested in Council that instead 
of using Devizes every time as the location of last resort for additional housing, they could be 
more proactive in promoting the Tidworth/Ludgershall area as a deliberate ògrowth centreó, 
with a long-term plan to accommodate all the housing needed. This area has good trunk road 
links, good development terrain, employment potential in Andover and Salisbury and even a 
military rail link!  Whilst the formal motion was lost on a technicality, the planners took note 
of the idea and it is now starting to creep into their forward strategy. 

Our Chairman writes: 

Jeff Ody 
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   Stephen Reynolds - the Forgotten Author 

Stephen Reynolds was born at 63 New Park Street,  Devizes 
on May 16 1881 into a middle class family who were one of 
the most respected in Devizes.  His grandfather, also Stephen, 
served as mayor of Devizes in 1873 and his father, Frank, was 
a town councillor, as well as a magistrate and county councillor.  

Stephen had a peripatetic childhood. When he was two the 
family moved to Monday Market Street and later that year to 
32 Long Street. 

The family business was a curriers based in Maryport Street 
where Stephen lived when he was five. The family then 
removed to the Bear Inn which his father owned. In 1893 Frank 
sold the Bear and moved to Beech Cottage in St. Johnõs Street 
and then to Hazelcroft on Caen Hill.  

Reynolds was educated at 2 Eastfield in London Road and 
then at  Devizes College in 12 Market Place (now The 
Stationery Cupboard) before going on to boarding school in 
Oxfordshire.   There was considerable conflict between father 
and son over what career Stephen should pursue.  Naturally his 
father wanted him to take over the family business, but Stephen 
was determined to embark on an artistic career.  

As far as his education was concerned the father won and 
Reynolds read Science at Manchester and then went to study at 
the Ecole des Mines in Paris.  Whilst there Stephen began his 
literary career, becoming sub-editor of an Anglo-French review 
in 1902. His love of books led him into writing articles and 
manuscripts, but these early attempts were doomed to failure 
as one by one publishers rejected them. The family were 
implacably opposed to his embarking on a literary career and 
their opposition plus the disappointment of having his work 

rejected put an intolerable strain on this sensitive man. He was 
also homosexual, which, in those less tolerant days, added 
further to his difficulties with his family. So, at the age of just 
22, he suffered a serious nervous breakdown and sought 
refuge in Devizes where he arrived a "total wreck" at the door 
of his former schoolmistress, Ada Bennett.  Showing very 
considerable devotion to her former pupil, Miss Bennett nursed 
him, had him treated by a Harley Street specialist, and 
accommodated him at her school. 

Thanks to her ministrations, a year later he was sufficiently 
recovered to set off on a walking holiday in Devon. There he 
met two brothers who were destined to have a profound effect 
on his life and work. 

 The Woolley brothers were fishermen in Sidmouth and they 
invited Stephen to lodge with them, which he did.   

 The experience of lodging in a household of poor fisher-folk 
in Sidmouth was totally outside the scope of Reynoldsõ life thus 
far and wholly altered his perspectives, offering him both the 
backbone, moral and spiritual, he needed to convince himself of 
his gifts as a writer, and, more obliquely, a vitality and 
companionship lacking within his own family. The Woolleys and 
their sons effectively adopted this diffident, bespectacled 

dropout as one of their own.  They gave him what he had 
lacked previously, a determination to succeed in his chosen 
career.  Whilst still in Devizes, Stephen had contacted one of  
the foremost literary agents of his day, J. B. Pinker, who now 
began to handle the hopeful writer's material - short stories and 
ephemera were taken by the Pall Mall Magazine and the 
Week's Survey. His journey as a writer had begun. 

But there was more to this author than short stories: his best 
known book, ôA Poor Man's Houseõ was Reynolds' successful 
attempt to repay the debt he owed the Woolleys, while at the 
same time finding his literary voice.  ôA Poor Manõs Houseõ was 
what Stephen called 'autobiografiction', blending the real, from 
his time living with the Woolleys, and the invented as a 
background to the dramatic spiritual experience forming the 
book's core.  

Having returned to Devizes in 1906, he was commissioned to 
write the official guide book to Devizes. In that period, lodging 
at 2 Stanley Terrace, Pans Lane,  he also finished ôA Poor Manõs 
Houseõ and wrote ôThe Holy Mountainõ which is a thinly disguised 
swipe at the Councillors of Devizes, the Church, Imperialism and 
the Press. 
ôA Poor Manõs Houseõ was much acclaimed and Stephen 

began to enjoy the adulation of many in London Society. This 
gave him a voice which he determined to use to further repay 
his debt to the Woolleys and their fellow fishermen. His period 
living the life of a fisherman gave him a unique position 
amongst his peers - he knew the problems and dangers first 
hand and, because of this, he had very considerable influence 
which lasted for the rest of his life. He became a member of the 

Committee of Inquiry into Devon and Cornwall Fisheries (1912), 
and of the Departmental Committee on Inshore Fisheries (1913). 
He took these appointments very seriously and familiarized 
himself further with fishing and the fisherman's point of view, so 
far as to become a recognised authority on the subject and a  
channel of communication between fishermen and the 
Government. As a result he was appointed adviser on Inshore 
Fisheries to the Development Commission.  

Upon the outbreak of war in 1914 he became Resident 
Inspector of Fisheries for the South West area. More than any 
other individual, he was responsible for many of the major 
reforms in fishing laws during the period he held office. 
Fishermen were safer and more prosperous as a result of his 
hard work. 

Sadly his life was cut short by the influenza epidemic of 
1919. 

 
After tanning, the currier takes leather and dresses, finishes and 

colours it to make it strong, flexible and waterproof. It is also 
stretched and burnished to produce a uniform thickness and 
suppleness. In todayõs industrial climate these processes are 
integrated in tanning.  Ed. 

This recipe gives us a unique glimpse into the kitchen of a working class home - albeit one that 
could, on occasions afford a decent joint! 

Turn out the children and turn on the oven. Into the middle of a large baking tin place a saucer piled 
up with a mixture of herbs (mainly parsley), one sliced onion and breadcrumbs, the whole made sticky 
with a morsel of dripping. Round about the saucer put a layer of large peeled potatoes, and on top of 
all, the joint. Set the baking tin on the hob and into it pour just enough warm water to run over the rim 

of the saucer. Soon after the water boils, transfer the whole to a fairly quick oven. When the meat is 
brown outside, slow the oven down. Serve piping hot from the oven, placing the tin on a folded 
newspaper and the joint, if large, on a hot plate. 

Mam Widgerõs Baked Dinner, extracted from òA Poor Manõs Houseó 

Stephen Reynolds 



Do come to our Christmas Social 

and bring a friend (or two). 

 

We will be showing some 
fascinating old footage of 
Devizes as well as serving 

seasonal refreshments 

 

St Johnõs Parish Rooms 

Monday 3rd December 

7 p.m. for  7:30 p.m. 

See you there! 

Among the usual variety of problems 
needing attention, the biggest relates to 
Rowlands, a Cheshire-based pharmacy 
chain who are the new owners of 
Terryõs the Chemist. Our main concern 
has been to protect the shop front 
against wholesale replacement and 
Tony Bolland produced some sketches 
showing how we wanted it kept, whilst 
Matthew McMurray and I attended a 
site conference with Rowlandsõ 
designers. They insisted on the 
replacement of the Art Deco ôChemistõ 
sign with one bearing the Rowlands 
name, but agreed to retain the whole 
of the rest of the shop front, including 
ôBoots and Shoesõ etched into the 
glazing. The small ôTerryõsõ signs under 

the window are the exception and they 
too will become ôRowlandsõ. We now 
await their formal application for 
advertising consent on a listed building. 

The HSBC Bank has been criticised by 
members for its extravagant and 
un s i g h t l y  a f t e r- d a r k  l i g h t i ng 
arrangement including 15 external 
h a l o g e n  d o w n  l i g h t e r s  a n d 
unnecessarily intense interior lighting.. 
Following my letter on the subject in the 
Gazette and Herald, a copy of that 
letter together with photographs was 
sent to the Bankõs management. To their 
credit they responded immediately with 
an acknowledgement, but we now 
await some real action. 
The St Johnõs DVD Shop has similarly  

attracted criticism for its new fascia sign 
which has doubled in depth and is in 
garish colours. Kennet Planning 
enforcement has supported our 
complaint with a robust letter to the 
shopõs management. 

Hugh Burn, ex-secretary to the Trust, 
brought the redecoration of the Abbey 
Bank to my attention, with its cameo 
reliefs of historical figures. I managed 
to penetrate the contract management 
in time to get them to bring out the 
figures in a contrasting colour. Another 
small victory we can claim! 

On the downside, momentum on the 
Assize Court Project has been reduced 
to a snailõs pace by the distraction of 
Unitary Council planning and County 
has unhelpfully denied any interest in 
the proposed restoration (probably 
because County was instrumental in 
getting the building into this mess in the 
first place). The threat of a Unitary 
Council has also struck at Kennetõs 
Conservation capability with the 
departure of its Chief Conservation 
Officer, Ian Lund to less uncertain 
pastures at Bath. He will be sorely 
missed by the Trust, as will his 
meticulous knowledge and judgement 
on Devizes Conservation affairs.   

Contacts within the Trust (Registered Charity No. 259553) 

The proposed Fascia for Terryõs with the present design shown in the inset 

Protecting our Heritage 

Jeff Ody 
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St. Jamesõ Reveals All! 

St James Church is planning a 
major refurbishment to make it more 
suitable for the many activities the 
modern church is involved in.  

The original church is believed to 
have been built in 1461 on the site 
of the chapel for the leper hospital 
which was in existence until 1338. 

In the course of this work not only 
will the pews be removed, but the 
organ will be taken out. The result 
of this latter activity is that there will 
be access to the Tower Room which 
dates from the 15th century. Its 
vaulted ceiling is definitely 
medieval as are four carved heads 
(two male and two female). There is 
also a small window, the age of 
which is not known until it can be 
examined after the organ has been 
removed. 

We hope to carry some 
photographs of the carvings in our 
next issue. 


