
Devizes Town Council has gratefully 
accepted the offer of a new piece of civic art 
from Patrick Norton, a long-time resident of 
the town, and it is hoped that the work can be 
unveiled this summer. 

 The sculpture, which Patrick has designed in 
consultation with architect Tony Bolland and 
sculptor Richard Cowdy, represents several 
aspects of Devizesõ history. Firstly, it will be in 
the form of a triangular pyramid 
representing the origin of the name Devizes 
from the Latin òAd Divisasó, given because 
Devizes Castle was built at the boundary of 
the three manors of Rowde, Potterne and 
Bishops Cannings. Secondly, each of the three 
faces represents an important aspect of the 
townõs history: the castle, around which the 
town arose; sheep, the source of much wealth 
when wool was the staple trade of the town; 
and finally the Caen Hill Locks, in recognition 
of the important part the canal played in the 
development of Devizes in the 19th century.  

 In these days it is rare that someone should 
make such a generous gift.  What is it about 
Patrick Nortonõs relationship with Devizes that 
spurred him to want to leave something of 
permanence for the benefit of townspeople 
and visitors alike? 

Certainly not because he was born here, or 
indeed spent the majority of his life in the 

town. Born in Dover and educated in Brighton, 
Patrick trained as a civil and structural 
engineer. In 1955 he was sent to Nigeria as 
Resident Engineer for a new university. After 
four years, his employers pulled out of that 
area and he made the decision to set up his 
own consultancy business. That was in 1959. 
Patrick had met his wife, Joan, in Nigeria 
where she was working as University 
Librarian, and the two felt their future lay in 
Africa. 

In 1970, aware of escalating house prices 
in Britain, the couple decided it would be 
sensible to buy a house which would be 
available for them when they retired back to 
the UK. Someone suggested they should take 
a look at Devizes. They did, fell in love with it 
and bought the house they have lived in since 
Patrickõs partial-retirement in 1971.  

Always keen to play his part in preserving 
the town he loves, Patrick spent 13 years as 
Chairman of this Trust, and he and Joan are 

still active members. 
Patrickõs first choice for the site of the 

sculpture is a newly paved Albion Place which 
he describes as an òempty stageó. However, 
the Town Council will make the final decision.  
Wherever that is, future generations will have 
good cause to thank the Nortons for their 
generosity. 
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From the Editor 

We record on this page 
the generosity of someone 
who cares enough about 
Devizes to want to make a 
real contribution to its 
ambience. 

I find this in stark contrast 
to many who are so 
engaged in their own 
immediate activities as to 
ignore their responsibilities 
to the town as a whole. 

Walking through the town 
just before Christmas I could 
not help noticing the poor 
state of maintenance of a 
number of our historic 
properties.  By a very long 
way, the majority of these 
w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y 
commercial businesses. 
Mainly these premises will 
be let on the basis that the 
t e n a n t  u n d e r t a k e s 
maintenance. If not, the 
landlord is receiving 
sufficient rent to ensure the 
properties are maintained 
properly.  Clearly this is not 
happening and the upkeep 
of these fine buildings is 
being neglected in the 
interest of higher profits. 

Surely it is time landlords 
and tenants alike accept 
their responsibility and 
ensure that their properties 
do credit to this fine town of 
ours. 
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An artistõs Impression of a revived Albion Place with the Norton sculpture at its centre 


