
The protection of our historic assets is the 
subject of a new Heritage Protection Bill 
which has just been published by the 

Government.  This is the first overhaul of 
heritage protection for over 30 years. 

If the Bill becomes law our listed buildings 
will become òHeritage Assetsó.  The 

intention is to simplify the listing of assets by 
devolving power from the Government to 
English Heritage. 

There are three significant changes 
proposed.  Firstly, land as well as buildings 

will be able to be registered. This means 
that historic gardens or ancient hill-forts will 
be able to enjoy the same protection as 
buildings.  

Secondly it will be easier for the general 
public to apply to have an asset registered. 
In essence anyone will be able to do this.  

Thirdly, there will be provision for 
temporary protection where an asset is 
deemed to be in danger. This will enable 
English Heritage to halt demolition or a 

neighbouring development which threatens 
the asset whilst due consideration is given to 
the merits of making a permanent listing. 

The Department of Culture, Media and 
Sport hope that the Bill will become law in 

2010.  
So, if you live in a listed building, you 

may have to get used to dwelling in a 
òHeritage Asset.ó 

Listed Buildings to become Heritage Assets 
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From the Editor 

Every time I watch the 
news on television I am so 
grateful that we live in 
Devizes, a veritable haven 
of peace compared with 
many towns and cities in our 
land. I am also conscious of 
the fact that we need to work 
to keep it that way. 

On this page we record the 
pressure to build yet more 
homes in Devizes and 
express fears that the 
resulting increase in traffic 
will have a major adverse 
effect on the welfare of the 
town. 

It will also bring more 
young people looking for 
w a y s  t o  e n t e r t a i n 
themselves. All too often, if 
facilities are not provided, 
this ôentertainmentõ ends up 
as mindless vandalism and 
violence. 

Whilst development after 
development gets approved, 
very little thought seems to 
be given to the facilities a 
growing town needs, not 
only for young people, but 
such basics as medical care, 
transport services, etc. 

 Apparently the public are 
to be consulted on the latest 
plans. We need to ensure 
that our voices are heard! 
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More Homes for Devizes 

There is huge concern in the town over the 
threat to Quakers Walk posed by yet 
another housing development. 
Devizesõ residents were virtually 

unanimous in wishing to keep this historic 
open space, but local wishes were ignored 
by the Planning Inspector. This underlines, 
yet again, the parlous state of local 
democracy when locally elected councillors 
are overruled by those who are controlled 
by central government.  

Now the fight moves on, this time to retain 
the rural nature of the footpath which is in 
danger of becoming an urban footway, 
complete with tarmac and lights!   The other 
concern is the proposal to fix the gates at 
the canal entrance open and use bollards 
to prevent vehicular access.  This would 
almost certainly allow an invasion of 
motorcycles. 

Concerns at over-building in the town 
have been expressed by many. The present 
plan that Kennet are working to will see 
many more houses being built - mainly 
along the London Road corridor. 
Spitalcroft, Synergy Park and the Folly 
Road developments are all nearing 
completion and work is starting on 100 new 
homes at the rear of Focus. More are to 
come: there is an application pending for 
170 homes on the old MoD site on Horton 

Road and Persimmons have bought the 
Jewson site on London Road. 

As if this were not enough, Kennet has 
been allocated an additional 1,900 homes 
not currently in the planning process to be 
built by 2026 and the Council seems set on 
placing the majority in Devizes. 

The fact is that the town cannot take much 
more. Traffic jams are the norm, rather than 
the exception; any roadworks in the vicinity 
brings the town to a standstill.  Building 
houses without addressing the problems of 
infrastructure is not only short-sighted, it is 
the height of folly.  Kennet is a large area 
and any new homes must go elsewhere. 
Otherwise this fine medieval market town 
of ours will choke to death.    

Quakers Walk as it is today 
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The Treasurer would like to 
remind members that 
subscriptions are now due on 
2nd January of each year, 
unless you pay by standing 
order.  

The subscription was 
increased last year to £8 per 
household. So those with 
standing orders need to  
instruct their banks to 
increase the amount to £8, if 
they have not already done 
so. 

Would all other members 
who have not paid this yearõs 
subscription please ensure 
that it is paid before the end 
of June.  Thank you! 

Our AGM on March 26th 
saw an excellent turnout of 
members who approved 
the annual accounts and 
unanimously voted to keep 
the same committee for 
another year. 

After the formal business, 
Jonathon Pollack gave a 
fascinating talk about our 
local brewer, Wadworth, 
wh i ch  was  w id e l y 
appreciated by the 
audience. 

This new leaflet has been 
designed specifically to 
g ive to prospect ive 

members.  If you can use 
some, please contact Sue 
Budden on 739771.  

Protecting our Heritage by Jeff Ody 

Our Devizes heritage seems to be turning 
into something of a tale of two cities.  Ever so 
gradually the town centre is improving, with 
new and refurbished retail stores around the 
Market Place, Roses Butchers bursting at the 
seams, M&S apparently surviving, and 
Wadworthõs smart new Visitor Centre.  Until 
the credit problem, most of the solicitors were 
short of space too, but towards the outskirts 
of the town, businesses in the older areas like 
London Road are increasingly being 
converted to housing.  Now that the financial 
markets are in trouble, the uncompleted sites 
like Spitalcroft and Roundway Mill (òSynergy 
Parkó) are being put on ice, whilst 
government is still demanding that we 
allocate more sites to house building  over 
coming years.   

There is a change of speed in our economy, 
with some crashing of gears, and it is not at 
all clear how the prosperity of the town 
centre will be affected. 

Currently active Trust initiatives include the 
Old Liberal Club behind the Town Hall, where 
the Trust suggested changes to an application 
for a large chalet bungalow in the rear 
garden; the Assize Court ownerõs appeal 
against Kennetõs refusal of yet another 
extension to the deadline for new apartments 

(the Trust is supporting Kennetõs refusal at the 
Enquiry on 3rd June); and the final details of 
Quakers Walk housing scheme, described in 
the front page article. As a non-housing 
objective, we are also hoping to rescue the 
Queen Victoria statue from Kwik-Fitõs 
ògardenó (is this the ugliest site in the town?) 
and to locate her somewhere more dignified!  
The Town Council have given us a òNo 
Objectionó endorsement for this. 

Finally, Trust members are urged to VOTE 
IN KENNETõS CONSULTATION.  This is the 
process by which Kennet invites views on 
where another 1,900 houses shall be located 
over the next planning period (not whether 
they shall; that is dictated by central 
government in our democracy).  The choices 
are whether the new houses should be (a) all 
in Devizes; (b) some in Devizes and some in 
Tidworth; or (c) some in Devizes, Marlborough 
and Tidworth. 

It is not clear how the responses will be 
tallied, but it is IMPERATIVE that we vote 
against option (a) the òAll in Devizesó option, 
and preferable that we favour equal shares 
for the three centres.  This is not only the most 
practical solution, it is also the most equitable: 
Marlborough and Tidworth both need low 
cost housing. 

Despite the background of these frenzied times, your Trust Committee has concentrated 
over the winter on upgrading its òmanagement systemsò, and in particular our publications 
and our membership services.  This does sound much too grandiose I know, for an 
organisation of our size, but for the Committee members involved it has meant a lot of 
hard work. 

Having settled in the Trust News as an established and regular journal, Tony Sedgwick 
has taken on responsibility for the Devizes Town Trail, the introductory leaflet, and the Trust 
website.   

The Town Trail was first issued in European Architectural Year, 1975, by committee 
members John Girvan, Tony Etheridge and Frank Scrivener, with the help of Richard 
Sandell at Devizes Museum.  At that time of course technology was much more limiting.  
Nowadays documents can be rearranged at a keystroke, and colour is no obstacle, so  
long as you know what you are doing, and fortunately Tony Sedgwick does.  The new Town 
Trail will be very attractive, larger and printed in colour using some new photos taken by 
Tony Bolland. It will be an altogether  professional publication.  We shall sell it as before 
through the Tourist Centre, Devizes Books and other outlets.  We know it is greatly 
appreciated by visitors. 

With our Membership Secretary, Sue Budden, we are now able to plan ahead for our 
future events.  Sue has introduced longer term planning of coming events, so that we have 
a yearõs programme of socials, each with a speaker, plus publicity stalls at town fairs. We 
are also seeing an increasing flow of new members, a very encouraging sign.   

In June we will be hosting a visit by the Reading Conservation Society, which organises 
day trips for its members  to other towns.  Perhaps this is something we should consider? 

I mentioned new members: if you are one, then I would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to you. I hope you enjoy this edition of Trust News and I look forward to meeting 
you at future events. 

Our Chairman writes: 

Jeff Ody 
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   Admiral Joseph Needham Tayler - Devizesõ Hornblower?  By Matthew McMurray 

Joseph Needham Tayler was born on the 15th August 1783 at 
the Ark, off Long Street.  He was the youngest son of Sally 
Needham, the only daughter of Joseph Needham, the famous 
surgeon and man-midwife, and Samuel Tayler, who was five 
times Mayor of Devizes.   

In 1796 at the age of 13 he was sponsored by Viscount 
Sidmouth and appointed a midshipman on board the 100 gun 
ship of the line the Royal George. He was given his first 
commission in 1802 and that year saved 30 men from the 
wreck of the Lady Burgess which had run aground on Latenõs 
reef in the Cape Verde Islands, in a heroic but foolhardy 
rescue. He was made Commander in 1810 and given command 
of his first, and only ship, the 16 gun brig sloop Sparrow in 
February of 1811. 

His first assignment was patrolling the West Indies, but he 
returned to England the next year.  The Sparrow was then sent 
to survey fortifications on the French and Spanish coasts, as part 
of the peninsular war, and was subsequently involved in the 
ôreduction of Lequitioõ and the destruction of eight enemy 
fortifications including Plencia.  It was at Plencia that Joseph 
had his first real brush with death when he was caught in an 
explosion; while in the act of destroying the fort, several tons of 
falling masonry narrowly missed him.   

Joseph was the type of commander who led from the front 
and was undeterred by this incident. While at Castro the 
following year he narrowly escaped again. The incident is best 
described exactly as it was recorded by a John Marshall in 
1829 in his biography of Naval Officers  

The 24-pounders landed from the Sparrow were hoisted up an 

almost inaccessible rock, nearly 200 yards high; and had 
attached to them improved sights, recently invented by her 
zealous commander, Captain Tayler, combining the elevation and 
line of sight in one focus. This enabled him to throw shells with 
such precision that two out of every three burst in the French 
batteries. By means of these new sights the Sparrow also threw 
many shells with astonishing effect, while covering the 
embarkation of the garrison. The following is given as a proof of 
the  strength of Tayler's nerves; he was in the act of pointing a 
carronade, when a 12lb shot struck it, and made a considerable 
dent in the upper part of the breech: his men exclaimed "the gun 
will burst"; but finding that the rammer would go down its whole 
length, and careless of all danger, he instantly reloaded and 
discharged it. The carriage being split, the barrel was then lashed 
to a piece of rock and constantly fired by Captain Tayler till the 
evacuation of the island. When subsequently inspected in the 
arsenal everyone expressed the greatest surprise that it had not 
burst, the indentation being so great. 

His good fortune did not hold: at the Siege of San Sebastian 
in 1813 he was struck by a shell and ômost dreadfullyõ injured.   

He was advanced to Post-Captain the next day, the gift of his 
Admiral and a sign of great respect (an admiral could only 
make one advancement to Post-Captain in his lifetime). The 
Admiral also ordered the Sparrow to take Joseph back to 
Plymouth, where they saved his leg, but he was confined there 
for nearly seven months.   
Josephõs zeal as a commander is evidenced by the fact that 

the Sparrow was more at sea in 1812 and 1813 than any of 
the other fourteen sloops belonging to the Plymouth station, all 
commanded by officers senior in rank to him. When obliged to 
come into harbour for provisions, she seldom remained at 
anchor upwards of 30 hours. As for treatment of his men, 
discipline was so well-established that only five men were 
subject to corporal punishment in the whole year. 

He was made a Companion of the Most Honourable Order of 
the Bath by the Sovereign in 1815 and was given the freedom 
of the Borough by the Corporation of Devizes.   

Injured he may have been, but this was no idle retirement. 
Joseph busied himself with various tasks. 

It is at this point that he appears to have embarked upon his 
ôbeautificationõ of Devizes.  Beginning with the re-fronting of 
No. 9 Long Street in the late 1820s he progressed to develop 
Bath stone buildings which eventually included Trafalgar Place, 
Southbroom Terrace, buildings in the Brittox and that currently 
occupied by Roses the ironmongers.  All of this was most 
probably achieved with his fatherõs fortune which he had 
inherited after the death of his two elder brothers.   

Joseph was always looking to improve things and that led him 
into a number of technical areas. Anxious to share these talents, 
he was a leading founder of the Devizes Scientific Institute.   

From 1838-41 he ran a naval gunnery school in Plymouth.  
After this he was variously resident in Plymouth and London.   

He was a prodigious inventor filing a number of patents 
ranging over a wide scope of naval matters.  His patents 
included one for gun sights (whose efficacy are self-evident 
from Lt. Marshallõs account), one for floating breakwaters and 
one to improve the safety and efficiency of paddle steamers.  
He died on the 19th March 1864 at the age of 80 having 
progressed to the rank of full Admiral.   

Those who have read the adventures of Captain Horatio 
Hornblower, R.N. will recognise the remarkable similarity 
between the early exploits of the fictitious hero and the very 
real Needham Tayler. Indeed, their experiences run so parallel 
that it is quite possible that he was Forresterõs inspiration for his 
famous character. 

The clearance of the vegetation outside Kwik-Fit has revealed a long-neglected statue of 
Queen Victoria. Our local historian, John Girvan, has told Trust News that she used to reside in 
a niche over the  doorway of Victoria Cottage, which was at that time the home of a 
stonemason. In the picture on the right we have replaced the statue, thanks to the wonders of 
modern technology! 

In 1958 she was replaced by a window and removed to her present site. In 1996 she was 
decapitated by vandals and her head was found in Brickley Lane.   

Since she has risen from the undergrowth, it can be seen that her orb is missing from her left 
hand and her sceptre in her right. Her head is also again partly severed from the body. 

It is to be hoped that the statue can be restored to its former glory and maybe moved to a 
more suitable site.  The Trust has approached both Kwik-Fit and the Town Council to find a new 
home for our once illustrious monarch.  We will keep our readers informed of developments. 

Queen Victoria rises again 


