
The Project Team set up by Kennet in 2006 
to find a suitable and affordable solution for 
the future of the Assize Courts has been 
disbanded and the future of this fine building 
remains in doubt. 

The team did come up with a number of 
options. The preferred one incorporates a 
community theatre, arts and conference facility 
with associated cafe bar, together with offices 
and workspace, also for community use.  It has 
been designed so that the interesting interior 
spaces of the building can be utilised to the 
best advantage and there will once again be 
public access. The teamõs main considerations 
were to protect the architectural and historic 
interest of the former Assize Courts and once 

more integrate the building into the life of the 
town.   

In addition, three further options were 
considered as possible solutions, one for office 
and workshop space, another for community 
use including live-in work units and thirdly, 
conversion to residential units. 

The Council did make an offer to purchase 
the building but this was rejected by the 
owner, who is now expected to submit new 
plans of his own for conversion to residential 
use.    

Sadly no anchor client could be found, so we 
are almost back to square one, whilst the 
condition of the building continues to 
deteriorate. 
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From the Editor 

The news on this page that 
the future of our fine Assize 
Courts building has once more 
been left in limbo is sad 
indeed. Over the years since it 
was abandoned by the County 
Council there have been 
numerous plans to renovate it 
and assure its future. Sadly, 
one by one, these plans have 
fallen by the wayside.   

But surely this cannot go on 
much longer.  With the passing 
of the years, every proposal 
becomes more expensive and 
the building decays that little bit 
more.  

We are told that that the 
owners will once more 

propose new plans for 
residential use. In the light of 
the present òcredit crunchó it 
seems highly unlikely that this 
proposal will advance any 
further than the others. 

The answer surely lies with 
community use. The building is 
too fine and too important to 
lose. We must urge our public 
bodies to think again. All too 
often they spend our money on 
all sorts of projects of dubious 
value, yet here is one which 
will enrich future generations. 
We must redouble our efforts to 
save this unique building. 
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The Devizes Pyramid graces Albion Place 

We are delighted to report that the new work of art, generously given to the town by Patrick 
and Joan Norton has been erected in the centre of Albion Place having been formally handed 
over to the Mayor of Devizes on 21st August.   

The bronze pyramid depicts three different aspects in the history of Devizes which are shown 
below: the early days, represented by the Castle, then the time when wool and cloth were the 
source of the townõs prosperity, represented by sheep, and finally, the industry and commerce of 
the 19th and 20th century, represented by the Kennet and Avon Canal. 

It had been hoped that the Town Council would have been able to repave Albion Place at the 
same time, but this was not possible. We understand that this is likely to take place next year 
when the full effect of the pyramid form of the sculpture will be emphasised by a triangular 
pattern of paving and paths. 

The Trust has offered to fund two bench seats at that time so that people will be able to sit and 
enjoy both the sculpture and the pleasant surroundings. 

This generous gift has been made possible not only by the funding from the Nortons but also 
by Patrickõs boundless energy and single mindedness in driving the project forward. In that he 
has been ably aided by Tony Bolland, the Trustõs architectural specialist, who has provided 
invaluable advice and practical assistance.   
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