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TRUST NEWS 

From the Editor 

The credit crunch, as it is 
called, is affecting all of us. 
Businesses needing financial 
support from their banks are 
going to be particularly 
vulnerable and it is unlikely that 
Woolworths will be the only 
casualty in the town centre. We 
hope that the worst may by-
pass Devizes and we take 
encouragement from Marks & 
Spencerõs decision to keep 
Simply Food open here whilst 
c los ing  b ranc hes  i n 
Marlborough and Trowbridge.    
They say itõs an ill wind 

that blows no-one any good 
and this is certainly true of 
the present financial crisis. 
For the first time in decades 
we no longer have 
developers clamouring to 
buy up every bit of green 
land in and around our town.  
Not only does that hold out 
the prospect of our being 
able to enjoy the few open 
spaces left to us, but it will 
also slow the growth of 
traffic - which threatens to 
choke the town to death. 

Nevertheless, for all our 
sakes, we must hope that this 
recession will not last too 
long and doubtless the 
pressure to build ever more 
homes will return. When it 
does, it will be to a new and 
untested Planning Authority 
and the Trust must be 
prepared to do battle 
again.  
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The collapse of the Crammer Wall could not 
have come at a worse time for the congregation 
at St. James. Having just undertaken the most 
ambitious and extensive renovation of the 
church, the coffers are anything but full. 

The Trust has been quick to offer its support in 
getting the damage repaired. Whilst legally 
responsibility for that part of the Crammer wall 
rests with the church authorities; in our eyes it 
belongs to the community which enjoys it and 
benefits from it. 

Of all the merits our beautiful town boasts, the 
one for which it is best known is the Crammer - 
the origin, or so it is claimed, of the famous 
òMoonrakeró story.    

The sums involved in the restoration of just that 
relatively small portion of the pond boundary 
are staggering, anything up to £80,000.  We 
have complicated life so much that an incredibly 
high overhead has to be factored into such jobs 
to allow for all the rules and regulations, 
compliance monitoring, risk assessments, health 
and safety and the like. 

But given the population of the town and the 
many businesses that benefit from tourism, it is 
not an unachievable goal. 

We are waiting on St James for details of the 
appeal, but the committee has agreed to give 
strong practical support to raising the necessary 
funds.  We are all hoping to have the Crammer 
back to normal by the summer. 

However, back to normal is not the actual 
goal. The Crammer is, ecologically speaking, 

not a friendly place. It is silted up to such an 
extent as to endanger the fish stock and the 
absence of vegetation is a drawback when 
seeking to attract wildlife. 
The churchõs goal, shared by the Trust, is that 

the Town Council, who are responsible for the 
Crammer, will agree to carry out work at the 
same time to improve the ecology. Integral to 
this proposal is a lowering of the wall to match 
that on the opposite side of the pond with the 
churchyard being landscaped to slope down 
towards the Crammer. 

For the Trust, the issue of the Crammer is 
evocative. It could be said that it is a return to 
our roots, for we came into being as a result of 
the protests at the Crammer being walled off in 
1967. That wall didnõt last long, just 5 days. We 
hope that the one we are pledged to help 
rebuild will last a good bit longer!     

The Trust returns to its roots - The Crammer 

The Crammer - Its origins and its fight for survival 

The Crammer first appears by that name on 
Doreõs map of 1759. A strange name, 
òCrammeró is believed by many to have come 
from òKrameró, the name for the travelling 
merchants from Germany who used to set up 
their stalls by the side of the pond in the late 
middle-ages.  However, there is at least one 
other theory, which is that it is named after 
Dame Cramer, a lady who resided at 
Southbroom and who bestowed some lands on 
the parish of Bishops Cannings. 

It also has a strong claim to be the site of the 
Moonrakersõ legend. Some confusion has arisen 
because the smugglers are said to have come 
from Bishops Cannings, but that is not inconsistent 
since the Crammer lay in that parish until 1835. 

In 1844 the pond was reduced in size when St 
Jamesõ Churchyard was extended to cope with 
the growing population. 

Whilst it was common practice to wash horse-
drawn carts by driving them into the pond, in the 
1940s American servicemen invented a variation 
to amuse themselves: they would release 
handbrakes of cars parked nearby and push 
them in to the water. 

In the 1960s, the Crammer survived two 
attempts to ruin it. The first, in 1962, was a plan 
to fill it in and turn it into a car park. The second, 
five years later, was to erect a high wall 
adjacent to Estcourt Street so that it would be 
hidden from view to people walking or driving 
past and access would be severely restricted.  

The Crammer Wall being built in 1967 
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Now that we have established a regular cycle of quarterly Trust Socials, preceded by quarterly 
editions of the Trust News, it is easier for members to plan for our events.  The Christmas Social 
was very successful, with around 70 members present, mince pies kindly donated by Haydens 
Bakery, and a quiz organised by Tony and Joan Sedgwick.  We again used the Wyvern Club 
and numbers attending suggest member approval, so we plan to continue using it for our 2009 
Socials. 

The exception will be on 26 March, which includes our AGM and is traditionally held in the 
Town Hall Assembly Room.  Our guest speaker this year is David Dawson, the new Director of 
the WANHS Museum. David is tackling his task with great dynamism and it will be an interesting 
meeting as he describes his future plans.  Subsequent Socials are 12th June, 11th September and 
11th December, all at the Wyvern.  Do put these dates down in your diaries! 

We have three key activities which are concerning us currently: the Queen Victoria statue, the 
Crammer Wall collapse and the Assize Courts. 

Queen Victoria was successfully uplifted and transported to the Museum before Christmas, 
courtesy of Messrs Gaiger, and we hope that 
Geoffrey Stephenson, our stonemason, will carry 
out the repair work in the warmer Spring 
weather. We are also well advanced in finding a 
permanent location and I hope to be able to 
confirm this in my next letter. 
Unfortunately responsibility for the Crammer 
Wall is split between the Town Council and St 
Jamesõ Church. The Town Council is accumulating 
a budget for its section of the retaining wall, but 
the subsidence affects the Church section, where 
no funding exists. We are in close touch with St 
James and understand that there will be a public 
appeal to help the Church repair its wall. The 
Trust plans to play a major part in supporting 
this campaign. 
Over the 31 January weekend, vandals struck 
the Assize Courts façade again with prominent 

and ugly graffiti.  The prospects for constructive action are not good, as the owner is a property 
developer in Dubai, where his priorities lie.  We have asked Kennet to take some enforcement 
action, but Kennet itself dissolves on 31 March, and there will be a council leadership hiatus until 
after the Wiltshire Council elections on 4 June.   We will be doing our utmost to ensure this 
historic building is not forgotten. 

The Quakers Walk development continues to inch forward, regardless of the state of the 
housing market, as the land is much more valuable with its full planning permission for 240 
houses, than it is without.  The pressure is off the developers then, and they can delay starting 
work as long as they refresh their planning consents.  The Trust is concerned about the Walk 
itself. The developers and the Quakers Walk Protection Group want to leave the Walk unlit, and 
we are supporting this position to preserve its rural character.  The police and county highways 
want it street lit, for conformity reasons.   

Both we and the QWPG also want to keep the old decorative gates in a closed position: they 
are after all the last visible entrance to what was the great New Park Estate. To leave them 
closed would also deter motor cycles and quad bikes.  The  planners and highways are inclined 
to fix them open in a bid to encourage the new residents to walk into town rather than drive.  
Now that the QWPG has improved the pedestrian access by the gates, we would argue that 
opening them is unnecessary.  
These matters are scheduled to be decided at Kennetõs regulatory committee on 12 or 26 

March at the latest, and the Trust will be submitting its views beforehand.  The meeting on 26th 
March will be Kennetõs last one for development control. After that a transitional committee 
operates in preparation for the new unitary council which comes into being in June. 

Before closing, I would like to remember Peter Greed, who in earlier years was a dedicated 
member of the Trust and our Committee.  One of his major achievements is described in Alan 
Padwick's  article on the page 4 of this Newsletter. 
Meanwhile, February has brought a white winter wonderland, the likes of which we havenõt 

seen for many years.  Devizes certainly looks the part under a fresh snowfall!   
Hereõs to Spring!   

Our Chairman writes: 

Jeff Ody 

As reported in our last 
issue, the Trust did convene 
a meeting to discuss re-
siting or upgrading the 
crossing outside the Silk 
Mercer.  The outcome was a 
preference to move it to a 
spot outside the banks 
adjacent to the Market 
Place. 

The issue was taken up 
by the Town Council and a 
working group has been set 
up to examine all the 
options.  

The Trust committee is 
in urgent need of help. 
We need a minute 
secretary to record 
a n d  t r a n s c r i b e 
minutes of our 
monthly meetings. 
If you have secretarial 
experience and are 
prepared to help us 
please contact our 
Chairman or our 
Secretary. 
In so doing you would 
really assist us in the 
smooth running of the 
Trust.  

Queen Victoria on the move 

In the light of the proposed 
Brittox upgrade and at our 
Chairmanõs suggestion, a 
number of Town Councillors 
and the Town Centre 
Manager joined him in a 
visit to two towns similar in 
size and character to 
Devizes to see what they 
had done to improve their 
shopping areas and 
facilities. These were 
Romsey and Petersfield. We 
understand that it was a 
most productive day.  

The most compelling 
feature of the places they 
saw was the way the whole 
town centre had been 
redesigned to accommodate 
both vehicles and people 
without any of the usual 
conflicts. 

Whether this can be 
applied to Devizes is a 
matter for a future issue. 
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  New Park - a Lost Estate 

Quakers Walk 

The idea of locking open the gates to Quakers Walk may be a 
minor issue to the planners and demonstrates how slavish our 
conformity to concepts has become. The theory is that closed 
gates will deter people living in the proposed development from 
walking into town, despite the fact that there is a perfectly good 
pedestrian access around them. Seldom are such assertions 
supported by hard evidence, but rather by the opinions of so-
called experts in modern living.  Observing the results of 
following these people, one could be forgiven for being sceptical! 

Sadly, in this rush to conform to the social norm, our heritage is 
held to be of little or no account.  There are surely few better 
examples of this neglect than these gates. The glaring omission in 
this debate is the history and heritage which the gates represent. 

We know that New Park was established as a deer park by 
1157 and that it extended for 130 acres. We also know that 
150 years later much of this land was owned by the Nicholas 
family and that this ownership continued until 1770 when the 
estate was sold. They built a substantial manor house at what 
today would be the north-eastern end of Quakers Walk, known 
as Nicholas House. However, in the early part of the 18th century 
they moved to a new building at New Park.   In 1780, the then 
owner, James Sutton, commissioned a noted architect, James 
Wyatt, to rebuild it and the result was the exceptionally fine  
New Park House. 

James Sutton was a man of considerable influence, serving as 
High Sheriff of Wiltshire in 1785.  As was common in those days, 
he also married well. His wife Eleanor Addington was sister of 

Lord Sidmouth, Devizes MP, who served as Prime Minister from 
1801 to 1804. 

James and Eleanor had a daughter (also Eleanor) who 
inherited the estate and she was the mother of Thomas Henry 
Sutton Sotheron Estcourt, who, albeit a reluctant politician, still 
attained the high office of Home Secretary.  The fountain which 
stands in the Market Place is a memorial to him. 
In 1812, using the Enclosures Act of 1794, Eleanorõs husband, 

Thomas Griniston Estcourt, leased 704 acres from the diocese of 
Salisbury.  It was this that essentially made up the bulk of the 
New Park Estate, which according to contemporary commentators 
was impressive indeed.   

The estate was purchased by E. F. Colston in 1840 and it was 
about this time that New Park was renamed Roundway Park.  
The estate was enlarged again and a 120 acre deer park was 
created which was home to 200 fallow deer. 

The Colstons made Roundway their home and in 1916 C. E. H. 
Colston was ennobled as Baron Roundway.  His son, the second 
baron, was a distinguished soldier reaching the rank of Brigadier 
General and serving in both the Boer and the Great Wars. He 
succeeded his father in 1925 and died in 1944 without male 
issue, so the title died with him.  Shortly after his death in 1948, 
the estate was sold. Wiltshire County Council bought the house 
and its immediate surroundings whilst much of the land, totalling 
1584 acres, was purchased by the Merchant Venturers as 
Trustees of the H. H. Wills charity for Chronic and Incurable 
Sufferers.   

The house had been bought by the Council primarily for use in 
Civil Defence. By 1955 it was deemed to have no further use to 
the County Council and they arranged for it to be demolished. 

So today, much of the land owned by the Merchant Venturers 
has already been built on or has been sold for development and 
the House has gone for ever. 

What we do have are the Entrance Gates to the Estate, albeit 
in a poor state of repair. 

Surely these are worth saving and restoring as a permanent 
reminder of what was a Country Estate of considerable note and 
the home of some of Devizesõ most famous citizens. 

The Trust has asked for the gates to remain closed and to be 
restored. It is also investigating the possibility of erecting a 
plaque explaining to those who do not know, the history of a 
once great, but now lost, estate.    

Some most interesting information regarding Quakers Walk 
and New Park has come into the hands of the Trust from one of 
our newest members, Mr Brian Wilkinson. Brian has done a 
good deal of research into this subject and has unearthed some 
interesting facts which are now contained on our web site.  

It is clear that the Walk has been a public right of way for 
many years, as well as being part of the carriageway to New 
Park House. 

He has established that the pathway was rerouted in 1817 to 
take it further away from the house.  One can appreciate the 
political skills of the owners at that time, for the reason given 
was not to provide more seclusion for the house, but rather to 
save the walkers having to struggle up and down a hill! 

Brian also supplied us with a copy of an early photograph 
probably taken in the 1890s which shows how little the Walk  
has changed over the last 100 years or so. We hope we can 
keep it this way for another hundred!  Quakers Walk circa 1895 

Quakers Walk Today  
(by kind permission of Paul Ottaway) 


