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RSLERGIRESS: Pressure of Housing Continues to threaten our Town

The recession has brought little relief for thosg.ak
us pledged to keep Devizes a special place
which to live. This photograph of a heron watch§
Trust John 3 a pair of swans and their cygnets was taken
one of our members, Alan Carter, close to
London Road Bridge. It makes a powerful pog

From the Chairman 2

Twinning Conference: 4 Devizes is a rural town, not a metropolis, &
. keeping it that way needs to be the guidir
Queen Victoria 4 principle in its future development. £
It is bad news then that the Planning Inspecta : 2
September Social 4 overturned Kennetods ¢ ~w hoc
be built on the old Bureau West site on Horps. 4
From the Editor Road; instead allowing a further 172 nef#gas

; —._gdwellings, a 60 resident care home as well €=
ﬁeztirﬁg%?tvsilﬁ‘:ﬁ}Irr;gciag]crﬁ]’lt,[tﬁfndustrial units and offices to be built. This will
members were told by theinevitably put further pressure on traffic entering
planning officer present that if he town along the London Road. . Farm, threatening the countryside on our doorstep.
they refused an application it However, Crest Ni c h oThisGovedsent Bas maelemputhsof itst desire tor
would only be overturned byanother twenty homes on the Spitalcse local democracy at work: it has said it wishes to
the Inspector on appea“developmer]t was dealt a severe blow when #rapower local people to influence the
Fortunately our new Councillord € W~ Wi I tshire Counci ldévedopntert of theirrcomminlities. HowievergactiGhe
are made of sterner stuff thanrefused their application in a unanimous vote. Bp#ak louder than words! The new Planning Act
to be so intimidated andthe Trust and the CPRE spoke againstnteans that the Public Enquiry, which offered the
refused it anyway. But was thedevelopment at that meeting. local resident an opportunity to voice his views, is
officer right? If so, then one However, the key issue is whether the Councilavitbnger necessary. Instead, the whole appeal is
member & s ¢ o mha dhwarted yet again, if and when the mattearried out by correspondence between the
apposite 0 Wh a goes totappeah dhe Plagning Inspectorate @auncil, the developer and the Inspectorate. Whilst
asked, 0is t heansyeablgto Central Gavernment Whicly seti@gublic can write to make any points they wish,
here at al | ?6.obsessed with housing numbers. We thegthave to find out how to do so and meet tight
On this page we highlight theremember that both the Spitalcroft and Quakeksadlines. In effect we, the people, have been very
changes in Planning Appeal¥Valk developments, both irreplaceable greeffectively sidelined.
that will make Public Enquiriespaces close to the town centre, were only grantddGovernment wants local democracy why then

A plcure worth

the exception, rather than theon appeal. has it reduced our oppo
rule, effectively limiting the In this connection we still await the outcome chittithow can it so regularly thwart the wishes of the
arguments to the professionala p p e a | against K e n n eldca somnuliretyc ds £xpreseed thraugh itstelecteda |

on both sides. Havingindustrial units to be developed at Roundwapresentatives?
experienced the first local

appeal lodged under the new i i

e 1 canonly say that | v Traffic is No. 1 with the New Area Board
found it frustrating, even though
the Trust was dealt with very
fairly by the Inspectorate.

We need to maximise ou
influence in these situations al
to that end we have started t

The new Wiltshire Council must have beereting and that is now likely to be in
elighted with the turn out for the first meetiNgvember when the Wiltshire Council Cabinet
rof the Devizes Area Board in July. Well oviglember for Transport will be in attendance.
r]r(g)o people attended. Of course, the largeT h e Trustds i nfl uenc
umber may well b e atrengthenediwithahe appaintment of its &raffc! e
- ._grave concerns about the direction in whichAdvisor, Tony Sedgwick as Chair of the
}’(V,O,L‘ﬁoctf;egu‘r’gf %;Z?aﬁgmpalgglepted Iea_ders are taking us, rather than 'ﬁrfa_nsport Group of the Deviz_es _Communi_ty
At our coming social you witheir commitment to democracy. ~Action P_artnershlp_, the organisation that is
have the opportunity to learn |t became very apparent that traffitasked with producing a strategic plan for the
about their fight to keepcongestion was a concern of almost all videvizes area. _ _
England a green and pleasanyere there. Whilst no solutions to ouris brief is a broad one covering public
land. Do come! congestion problem were put forward at theansport as well as traffic and parking. He will
meeting, we were promised that the matt@elcome any views members may have on this
Tony Sedgwick would be discussed in more detail at a futuopic.
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If you come down to our OQUI Chairman writes:

Christmas Social on Friday ) o _ _ o
December 11th you may not Despite the recession in the economy, the Town has been changing quite signific

in for a big surprise, but you lately. Prominent buildings including the Crown Centre, the previous Travelwise prern

are certainly inforamusicalCur r yé6s and Barnardods retail outl ets
feast! development on Snuff Street is now out of its cocoon and an asset to the Market Pl
White Horse Opera,pg| | y8s Tea Rooms have opened a branch

Devizes very own company, jts nredecessor. Meanwhile, the rest of the development in Snuff Street is nearly read,
has very kindly agreed to

perform a  selection of g(r:é::pancy. It looks really exciting and should open up new pathways through a forgot
Zﬁjﬂﬁ%_ Songs during the Sadly there are some failed and empty shop premises around the town, notably, the .
White Horse Opera wasOf Elegance and the corner site vacated by Travelwise, but probably no more than nor
founded in 1990 by turnover would produce. Itis to be hoped that this is the worst that will befall us during
Geraldine and Keith Lawley current recession.
to bring opera to the local The Crown Centre management were a bit toehguwih their repainting, and we
community of Devizes. It has discovered too late that the historic destinations panel on the door frame had been pair
been doing that verygoyut and the Trustds blue plaque had
effectively ever since, having c,nservation team intervened to have the destinations recreated, and to restore our
produced over 20 operas andplaque.

gc()anrg;r:smaig rec?tglglerous The change of tenancy at the Bear could be important, if the incoming proprietors ¢

Do mark this special date, S€rious about making their investment a success. Considering the iconic status of the
December 1 in your diary. N the town where it has been trading for 410 years, and its importance as a flagship f
Wadworth, this central coaching inn has had a poor deal lately. The internal makeove
few years ago came and went leaving the interior as gloomy as before, and the busin

The Trust has beengeemed to be slipping into a cycle of underfunding and unpopularity. This is sad, as
appr%achedbbyt?hnu(?}?erItof0n| y has to look at Greene Kingds succ
members about e AIMCULY 14 much brighter the Bear could be.

they experience in crossing - . . . .
Long Street. They have also YOoUur Committee has been keeping a number of balls in the air over the quiet sum

petitioned the Town Councii We eks. We continue to support the Long
on the same subject. crossings between Hillworth Road and the Town Hall, but their number and design
Our Chairman arranged asensi ti ve i ssues, as we dondt want the

meeting with  Wiltshire bleepers, if it can be avoided.
HighWayS, where both  OQOur stonemason, Geoffrey Stephenson, has taken on a more ambitious task with
bodies were represented. Ay epair of Queen Victoriads statue, and
number of options were head and head dress. His work is i mpl
discussed andwe have now o 3 4§ (pbel i eved to be a replacement an:
received further information - : '

: : . . at no extra cost. Acquiring new stone has caused some delay however, so the install
which is being discussed . . ) i )
with the leaders of the IN Victoria Road will now probably be in the Autumn. o _
resident sé gr ohlpphesedays, whenwe are all conscious of carbon emissions, tree planting has taken
new significance. The Trust has a long history of donating trees to the town. These in
those in the Central Car Park and the pair in Albion Place, as well as numerous ott

In our last issue the picture @long the canal, in the Market Place and on the Green. You will therefore be pleasec
of Mrs May was not the Mrs hear that the Trust is currently discussing with the Town Council a replacement tree ¢
May referred to in the article Green, plus a new one at Kiitkcorner, on the site where the statue of Queen Victoria
on the Crammer. We stood before we rescued her. We are proposing not only to cover the cost of the trees ¢
apologise for this error planting, but also to finance early watering and the protective guards that hinde
e vandalism, so giving them the best chance of survival. We are also attempting to intel
ers Sara?dCowltey thhas the Town Council in ocrown |iftingd t

een coopted onto € ,yramid in Albion Place. This would involve taking off some of the lower branches to
Management Committee. . . . - . L

more air and light into the square. | believe that this could be a big improvement for

Sarah, who lives in
Roundway, is a modest cost, and could lead to more of

Management Consultant cafes themselves.

with a lively interest in ~ Our last Social was a considerable success with an excellent turn out. Our Autumn S

preserving the quality of on Friday September 11th is an important one. Recently the Trust has stood should:

life in the Devizes area. shoulder with CPRE in opposing undesirable developments. We have much in commc
Sarah will focus on at this meeting we will be able to learn a lot more of their work and seek ways ¢

means of attracting combining our skills and forces to maximum effect.

younger people to the Trust. | 1o0k forward to seeing you there.

We give her a warm Jeff Ody

welcome and wish her
every success in this aim.
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If you want to know anything aboubat certainly swung in the swinging
the history of the Trust, the one persixties and seventies was the giant ball
to turn to is John Girvan. He has, @fsthe demolition crews as many old
the saying goes, been working in theildings were demolished to be
Trust man and boy. replaced largely by uninspiring
Even as a lad he was fascinated wilructures.
history. As a BayStSchbahndswhlelnl edBona s
Jobd we e k came rtiraatnachd was) unduestionatolyu davabd
always approach the museum, willittgough the efforts of the Trust led by
to do anything to get a closer look alichael and John, who not only
the exhibits. campaigned to save the buildings, but
It was natural then that when tleet to and rescued them from their
storm blew up over the Crammer Waltate of decay over many evenings
and the Trust was formed John wasd weekends. Indeed, such was the
quick to offer his five shillings. He stilr ust @ s i nvol vement ,
has his membership card to prove it. became the unofficial caretaker of the
Alley during that time and when a
problem occurred the police did not
hesitate to call him out to fix whatever
that particular issue was. During the
rescue work the Trust held several
Open Days and Coffee Mornings and
on those occasions it was John who
rode his penmyarthing around the
town to attract attention!
He made and erected the lamp which John with Tony Etheridge and
used to grace the front of the Reg Alexander atthe hand over of
Shambles. (Now over the reaithelamp column in the Little Brittox
entrance). He rescued a redundant
lamp column from the old Pans LanA small number of aluminium plaques
Halt and arranged for it to be erectedvere erected initially. So pleased with
in the Little Brittox, almost beirghese was Mr Wi || i
arrested for theft when he was movimgwve a further £18,000 so the Trust
it from the Halt! was able to commission the
When the Town decided to celebrammprehensive scheme with its elegant
its 400th Anniversary in 1974 the Trusisin plaques which grace many of our
agreed that a model of the medievdinest buildings today.
town would be a fine thing toTh e Town Troai l
contribute- but who could make itBrainwave and this spurred him to find
Typical of J o h n 8 sout mare dbqut thte many fime diiklihgs w a
made to last and it is the first thinig the town..
shown to visitor sHisiwork gobseon. When iit Z@nes\Md s
Centre when they ask about our histomyoving the statue of Queen Victoria,
It was Johno6s i deha ddwe turnntd?r doldnbeckaows

under the greate

t hat John evel

an

wa ¢

Bl

Johnds original

Plagued scherme ;i 1985 dising the right people, he understands the
bequest of £2,000 from the late Towproblems and, most importantly,

he

Those who know him will recogn&erveyor, Mr G E Williams.
0in

we |l | the expres-dgni on
for a pound©éd. TN
quickly recognised by Michael Meg
the then Chairman, and John bece}
Secretary. He accepted, he says, 4
out of any enthusiasm for t
paperwork involved, but because
gave him the perfect excuse f
crawling around old buildings!

The Trust was a very differel 2 ,
organisation in those days; the mod /( ;
expressi omndi.s 6Thh;j
great deal to be done and John set @754
with a will to do it. One of the things

for a pen

iy
s

John and his Model

Y=

gets the job done.
n @thers may debate policy and

v @oBstitutions but these are not for this

man. Give him a practical problem and
he will be with you in a flash, sleeves
rolled up, ready for action.

The Trust and the Town owe a huge
debt to John for his efforts over these
last 42 years which have achieved so
much.

We can only stand and wonder that

whilst the years have rolled on, his

enthusiasm has never waned.
If anything needs doing you can still
trust John to do it!




