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TRUST NEWS 

From the Editor 
One must be forgiven for 

thinking that the democracy 
we are so anxious to 
introduce to the rest of the 
world, is being rapidly 
eroded here in Great Britain. 

The latest step has been to 
introduce an  Infrastructure 
Planning Commission with  
swingeing powers to make 
decisions that can and will 
blight communities for ever.  
For major projects, it is the 
IPC that makes the 
decisions, our elected 
Council has no say.  

What is so incredible is 
that the rulings of this 
unelected body cannot even 
be challenged in the Courts. 
There is no appeal against 
its decisions - if a new 
power station, motorway, 
wind farm or airport is 
needed and your house is in 
the way, the IPC can 
authorise its compulsory 
purchase and out you go.   
Even the Green Belt is no 
obstruction to this modern 
day Tyrannosaurus Rex.   

Step by step th is 
Government has eroded our 
rights. With an election 
coming up we need to 
question candidates very 
closely on what their party 
will do to stop the rot and 
restore local accountability.  
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Inside this issue: 

The Trust has joined with St. Jamesõ Church in 
leading the appeal for funds to reconstruct the 
Crammer Wall.  The Appeal is built around the 
òBuy-a-Brickó idea where people pay Ã10 for 
each one of the 6,000 bricks that will be 
needed for the rebuilding. 

The wall which has now fallen into the 
Crammer was not the original.  That is shown in 
the engraving reproduced below. 

In 1844, it was necessary to expand the  

graveyard and this was done at the expense 
of the Crammer.  Only 32 years later the 
churchyard was closed for burials and 
interments were transferred to the new 
Municipal Cemetery, managed by the Devizes 
Burial Board. 

From an examination of the bricks, it is clear 
that the wall that has now decayed is 
comparatively recent, probably mid-twentieth 
century. If any of our readers can provide 
information on this later wall, we will be most 

grateful. 
The plan put forward by the Church is to 

lower the wall and slope the churchyard so that 
it presents a far softer appearance.  An artistõs 
impression of this is illustrated here. 

All that is needed now is planning permission 
and sufficient funds. The work will be 
complicated by a number of factors: it will be 
necessary to drain the Crammer in front of the 
wall, to clear the silt to inspect the wallõs 
foundations and to overcome the difficulty of 

getting machinery into the churchyard to 
remove the earth. All this adds up to a cost of 
£60,000 plus - hence £10 a brick. 

The Trust has already committed £2,500 
from our reserves and we are hoping our 
members will at least match that by buying a 
brick each. 
Cheques should be made payable to òTrust 
for Devizes Crammer Appealó and sent to our 
Hon. Treasurer at 4 Badgers Close, Devizes, 
SN10 5AE.  

Queen Victoria takes up her new residence 

On 28th November Michael Ancram, our Member 
of Parliament, will unveil the restored statue of 
Queen Victoria in her very apt new location in front 
of the Alms Houses in Victoria Road. 
The Trust is delighted that the St Maryõs and Poor 

Lands Trust has agreed to take ownership of the 
statue and has found such an excellent location. 

Whilst it is not particularly valuable, the statue has 
been part of Devizes life for many years, having 
originally stood in a recess of Victoria Cottage in 
Estcourt Street, when it was the home of the local 
stonemason. 

The head, which was badly damaged, may not 
even have been the original. It has now been re-
sculpted by Jeffery Stephenson, the Trustõs 
stonemason, using both contemporary portraits and 
coins to ensure a good likeness. 

Trust takes lead in Crammer Wall Appeal 

The new head nearing completion 
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Two important public events are being organised by Wiltshire Council before Christmas and Trust 
Members are urged to participate if they possibly can. 

The first, on Monday 23 November at 7 p.m. at Devizes School, is the next meeting of the Devizes 
Area Board, which acts as an interface between the County Council at Trowbridge and the people of 
Devizes. These meetings are informal and the public participate throughout. The importance of this 
particular meeting is that the central agenda item is devoted to Traffic in Devizes, which is now 
beginning to inconvenience the planning process, quite apart from the people of the town.  Our own 
Traffic Advisor, Tony Sedgwick will be leading a public participation session on the Draft Transport 
Strategy prepared for the Community Area Planning Partnership and we shall be hearing from the 
Wiltshire Highwaysõ team on policy for traffic hotspots, including Shaneõs Castle, Brewery Corner, 
St. Johnõs Street and Long Street. 

It would be premature to congratulate ourselves, but perpetual hammering at the Traffic Problem 
by the Trust and others, and especially via the expertise of Tony Sedgwick, is having a very slow but 
perceptible effect on official attitudes at County Hall, and the realisation is dawning that Wiltshire 
Councilõs own plans for the town will be compromised if their attitude doesnõt change. 

The Second event is on Monday 7 December at the Corn Exchange, and is a Consultation and 

Exhibition on the Core Plan for Wiltshire and Devizes, for the period up to 2026.  The Exhibition is 
open from 1.00 until 7.00 p.m. and covers the broad long term philosophy of the planners for the 
Townõs development and, at a more practical level, covers the zones around the town where the 
planners would like to focus new housing and employment development.  Following that meeting the 
Trust itself is holding a workshop for members on Thursday 10 December at 7 p.m. at St Jamesõ 
Church, after which the subcommittee of Ted East, Sarah Cowley, Matthew McMurray and Tony 
Sedgwick will submit a detailed and reasoned response.  I would encourage you to submit your own 
response since the more that go in, the better.  Do try to get to these important events!   

Meanwhile, your Committee continues to beaver away at matters in hand, from tree planting to 
street crossings, with Queen Victoria receiving high priority.  Now that her statue is very 
appropriately positioned in front of the St Maryõs almshouses on Victoria Road, we have booked the 
Rt. Hon Michael Ancram to do the official unveiling on 28 November, and we are biting our nails 
over whether her new head will be ready in time!  Elsewhere in the town, Travelwise is already 
calling itself ôTravel Agents and Coffee Shopõ, and we are supporting the Quakers Walk Group in 
their campaign to reduce the developersõ six-month closure of the pathway. 

Also in this issue you will find details of our involvement with the Crammer Wall Restoration 
Appeal. We consider this restoration to be of the utmost importance to the town and have 
committed a not inconsiderable sum from our reserves.  Please support the òBuy a Brickó appeal. 

I can hardly believe that Christmas is just around the corner!  Our December Social, to be held  
from 7:30 p.m. on Friday 11 December, at the Wyvern Club will feature the White Horse Opera 
singers who will be including some carols in their performance.  This is an event that you should not 
miss! 

In conclusion, I must report the loss of the services to the Trust of Colvin Chamberlain, after more 
than 15 years, much of this in the major role of Hon. Treasurer.  Since his wedding in the summer, 
Colvin has broadened his interests considerably and has regretfully resigned his post, although only 
after having carefully handed over the books to our new Treasurer, Inez Skinner.  I am sure you will 
all want to join with me in thanking Colvin for all his good work for the Trust, and in sending our 
best wishes to him and Deborah for their future together! 

 

Our Chairman writes: 

Jeff Ody 

A legal challenge to one of 
the Regional Authorities 
over its housing proposals is 
causing a major review.  
Hertfordshire successfully 
challenged the sustainable 
nature of the housing 
allocation thrust upon it. 
Now all regions, including 
ours, are carefully studying 
their own proposals to see 
whether they are likely to 
fall at the same hurdle. 

The challenge  was based 
on the failure to address 
transport and sewerage 
issues. 

Few words have been 
bandied around quite so 
f r e e l y  o f  l a t e  a s 
òsustainableó.  It has been 
the Trustõs long-held view 
that we cannot continue to 
build more homes in 
Devizes without a major 
improvement in our road 
network. Since no such 
improvement is planned the 
new housing is plainly not 
sustainable. 

Since we adopted Gift 
Aid, the system that allows 
charities to reclaim the tax 
its subscribers have paid  
on their donations, many of 
you have signed up with 
the result that we will be 
receiving a cheque from 
Revenue and Customs for 
several hundred pounds 
this year.  

If you are a UK taxpayer 
and havenõt yet returned 
your form, or would like 
another one, please contact 
our Hon. Treasurer, Inez 
Skinner  (emai l  and 
telephone number on page 
4), and she will be happy 
to assist.  We are delighted to report that the Planning Inspector rejected the appeal by Merchant 

Venturers against Kennetõs refusal to grant planning permission for light industry and 
warehousing on the grain store site at Roundway Farm. 

The Trust had joined with the CPRE in opposing the proposal and submitted a strong argument 
that the roads were totally unsuitable for additional traffic and that any employment created 
would not be sustainable, since the site was  too remote from bus services and too far for many 
to walk or cycle. We expressed our opinion that, were such a development to be allowed to 
take place, it would not create additional employment but would take it from the nearby Hopton 
Industrial  Estate.   

Thankfully, the inspector agreed. 

  Victory in Roundway Grain Store Appeal 

The Trust has submitted 
evidence to the Planning 
Inspector in respect of the 
proposed increase in the 
number of dwellings on the 
Spitalcroft development on 
the grounds of inadequate 
parking. The hearing takes 
place on 17th November. 

It is to be hoped that the 
Inspector agrees that 
Devizes has no need of 
such high density housing. 

Core Strategy Workshop - St Jamesõ Church, 10 December 7 p.m. 

Do come along and have your say on the future of our town   
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  Samuel Powellõs House - A New Study  

Have you ever walked past an old 
house in Devizes and wondered who lived 
there? You might even have asked 
yourself who has lived there over the 
centuries since it was built, or even who 
built it.  For at least one house, No. 8 Long 
Street, the answers are now easy to find, 
from a new book, Samuel Powellõs House, 
published by Wiltshire Archaeological 
and Natural History Society and written 
by the Trustõs own historic buildings 
specialist, Matthew McMurray. 

Matthew has spent the past three and a 
half years researching the house and the 
lives of its owners discovering both heroes 
and villains and stories of aspiration and 
neglect. 

Built by an aspirant upper middle class 
cloth merchant as a social statement, the 
house is almost as impressive today as it 
was when it was built.  In 1723, the smart 
brick and stone facade set between the 
drab painted walls of old fashioned 
timber houses would have been as 
shocking then as placing a glass and steel 
structure in the middle of Long Street 
today, a shining, if not necessarily 
welcome, beacon of modernity. 
After it was sold by the builderõs son, as 

the result of a very sad story of filial 
profligacy, the house was owned by the 
Needham family for almost 100 years 

until it was sold by Joseph Needham 
Tayler the distinguished Admiral. His 
heroic story was featured in the May 
2008 issue of Trust News; but as the 
youngest son, how did he come to own 
No. 8 Long Street when it should have 
gone to his eldest brother Sam? 
The houseõs owners and occupiers 

through the late nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries were no less colourful than those 
already mentioned.  In the 1850s one 
owner installed possibly the earliest 
indoor lavatory in the town. He also left 
us tantalising glances of his taste in 
interior decorating through fragments of 
wallpaper, discovered during the writing 
of the book, which are now in a London 
Museum.  By the 1930s the house had 
been turned into an antiques showroom 
and during the Second World War was a 
boarding house inhabited by a strange 
and eclectic mix of private evacuees. 

Despite suffering a little from modern 
renovation in the 1970s and 80s ,when it 
was once again occupied as a private 
house, No. 8 Long Street remains one of 
the best preserved early eighteenth 
century houses in Devizes. 

The book has been printed in a limited 
edition of 300 copies  There will be a 
public launch on the evening of Tuesday 
1st December at 7 p.m. at the museum in 

Long Street, open to all. We are sure 
many Trust Members will want to support 
Matthew in launching this, his first book.  
The evening will include a short lecture 
and book signing.  All books purchased in 
advance or on the evening will be priced 
at £10 after which they will retail at 
Ã12.50.  The book is entirely ònot for 
profitó and all money made will be going 
to help support the Museum and its work. 

  Wiltshireõs Core Strategy - 700 Additional Homes for Devizes!  

Wiltshire Council has put out for 
consultation its Draft Core Strategy for  
the period up to 2026. This strategy 
covered all aspects of the Councilõs 
activities and will have serious 
implications for all of us who live in and 
around Devizes.   

It is this strategy that will determine the 
number of new homes to be built, what 
improvements are made to the highway 
network, what developments will take 
place in the provision of retail space, 
what parking facilities we have, how 
much we invest in tourism, leisure, 
education, and all the many public 
services which are controlled by Wiltshire 
Council.  Critically, it also allocates land 
for both commercial and residential 
development.   

The Council is obliged to consult the 
public on the options and it has provided 
a good deal of detail for us to read.  
Unfortunately, as often proves the case, 
the time period we have been given to 
digest these complicated documents and 
provide a comprehensive response is all 
too short; in this case the end of 
December. 

The Trust will draw up a detailed and 
reasoned response and has set up a 
subcommittee to oversee this. However, 
we are keen to ensure that our 
submission reflects the views of our 
members and gives a clear view of our 
vision of the Devizes of the future.  

We have some very serious misgivings 
about some of the proposals. In 
particular the proposal to build another 
700 homes, many of them on the London 
Road corridor, with no clear policy as to 
how to relieve traffic congestion, seems 
utter madness.   

The Gillespie plan to build some new 
retail space on a large part of the 
Central Car Park has resurfaced in the 
draft. The Trust opposed this 
development  because there was no 
proposal to provide convenient 
alternative parking spaces to make up 
for those lost. If shops were to be built 
there they would have to be serviced via 
Sidmouth Street or Sheep Street, and we 
really do not want any more large 
lorries trundling through these streets, 
which are protected by a 20 m.p.h. zone.  

As might be expected we are 

particularly concerned that there is a 
clear strategy for  the future of the 
Assize Courts and we want to see a 
policy which secures the Wharf as a 
permanent public space. 

Everyone who cares about our town 
should read those sections of the 
documents that relate to Devizes. If you 
have access to the Internet you will find 
all the relevant documents on the News 
p a g e  o f  o u r  w e b  s i t e , 
www.trustnews.info.  

Wiltshire Council is also staging an 
Exhibition on its proposals for Devizes on 
Monday 7th December from 1 p.m. to 7 
p.m. in the Yeoman Room at the Corn 
Exchange.   

We have decided to hold a Workshop 
as soon as possible after that Exhibition 
and this will take place on Thursday 10th 
December from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St 
James Church. Here our team will 
highlight what we see as the main issues 
and invite you to put your views, thereby 
ensuring that our formal response is as 
representative of our members views as 
possible. Please come along, if you 
possibly can. 


