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It's now seven years since the first
Devizes Neighbourhood Plan was
adopted by the community and the
review of the Plan is under way. The
2015 Plan concentrated mainly on
housing development, but its
replacement will be more wide-
ranging. However, with limited
resources and some uncertainty about
how the new Plan will fit in with the
wider Wiltshire context, this means
that progress on the second edition is
proceeding slowly.

The Trust has a particular interest in
two aspects of the Plan – public open
spaces and the design quality for new
developments. We have been asked by
the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group to take the lead on the latter.
This was discussed at the August
meeting of Trustees, focusing on
building evidence and developing a
framework for public engagement.

Following that discussion, the Trust’s
view  is that we do not believe that we
have the time or resources to do
justice to the task without harming
progress on the Neighbourhood Plan
Review as a whole.

We appreciate the value (indeed
necessity) of evidence and
engagement, but believe the priority
should be to progress the work on the
main Plan according to the scope
identified so far. We recognise that,
without an up-to-date Plan, developers
are in a stronger position to submit
applications for developments which
are unnecessary and inappropriate.

We have suggested that the design
guidance could be pursued as a
separate work stream with the aim of
producing a document later. There are
obvious disadvantages to this,
particularly the delay in gaining better
control of building quality. But it
seems to us that the Plan must not be
delayed.

We will need help in pursuing this
project, and would welcome the
involvement of Members. Please let us
know if you have an interest in getting
involved with the development of a
design guide. This would involve, for
example, gathering information about
existing housing developments and
looking at how new developments can
be sustainable and coherent with the
existing townscape.
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Devizes School

Readers may recall that in 2019, Devizes
school pupils staged a protest about plans
to sell part of the playing fields. Hundreds
of children refused to go to lessons and
gathered on the grass instead in
disagreement with the idea to put housing
on the field.

The then Headmaster, Phil Bevan ,said he
was 'proud of the students' for standing up
for what they believe in but wishes it hadn't
gone on for so long. Not long after that, Mr
Bevan 'moved on' and a new headmaster
was appointed. The replacement, Julian
Morgan, was appointed but is now moving
on too, and Rachel Harper is taking his
place.

Recently the school announced on its
website, that the trustees of The White
Horse Federation, in conjunction with the
Local Governing Body of Devizes School,
are proposing to sell approximately 3.29
acres (1.33 hectares) of land that is
currently owned by the school to a
residential developer.

The website goes on to say “By doing so,
the school hopes to release a significant
amount of capital to reinvest into
maintaining and modernising school
infrastructure; enhancing school and
community sports and performing arts
facilities; and working more closely with
the local community to support better
physical, mental and economic well being.
It is estimated that the investment could be
in the region of £3.5m - £5m depending on
planning permission and the prevailing
market.”

The Trust has a number of concerns about

this proposal and will be making these
known to the school. Among these are:

� The school is seeking to sell the land in
order to spend money on upgrading and
maintaining a listed building. This
suggests a problem with their
management and finances which will not
be solved by selling part of the school's
assets

� There is a requirement for 50 sq metres
of space to be provided for each pupil at
the school and any future projections for
additional pupils should be built in to
this requirement.

� The area for sale does not conform with
the idea of natural boundaries for
developments

� The playing fields were classified as a
protected site in the Kennet Local Plan.
As far as we are aware, this has not been
changed by Wiltshire Council

�Consultation with the community has
been very poor. This is an issue which
affects the whole of Devizes and the
“public” consultation has not been
properly advertised.

� There is a question to be answered as to
whether the White House Federation has
the right to sell this land.

We will be keeping a close eye on this
proposal which we believe is not in the
long term interests of our town.

The White Horse website has more details
about the proposal here:
https://www.devizesschool.co.uk/about/p
ublic-consultation-1/the-land-sale

A plan of the school. The area proposed for sale is bottom right, in
red. Nursteed Road runs down the right hand side of the map

https://www.devizesschool.co.uk/about/public-consultation-1/the-land-sale
https://www.devizesschool.co.uk/about/public-consultation-1/the-land-sale


Bill Underwood, was born on 17th February
1929 in Old Sheep Street and died on10th
July 2021 also in Sheep Street. Bill was a
member of the Trust and was a well-known
character in Devizes. He had nine brothers
and sisters.
He was a very active man all of his life. He
gave swimming lessons for years, did the
make-up for the Wharf Theatre, was a
masseur, made films of Devizes stories,
played in a band, and was also a
hairdresser! He followed in his Father’s
footsteps after National Service and became
a barber in Sheep Street.
Bill recounted some of his memories of the
hairdresser's shop to Dave Buxton and, with
Dave's permission, we are sharing some of
them here.
“Father opened up the hairdresser's shop in
Sheep Street in November 1913 when he
was sixteen. My brothers and I all worked in
the shop from quite an early age. We would
start as lather boy at twelve, lathering up the
men for shaves.
 The very first customer I lathered was Gerry
Ruddle who was one of the leading firemen.
It was tuppence for a shave and, as I
finished wiping him off, he gave me the
money and I said thank you very much and
put it in my pocket. I told my dad that he was
kind and had given me tuppence and he said
'That's not for you, it's for the shave, put it in
the till!”.
“We used to charge one shilling for a haircut
during WWII. One day a jeep pulled up
outside the shop and an American officer
came in and asked us what we charged for
a haircut. We told him and he said 'We'll pay
you one and three for a haircut if you send
your two lads up to the camp and cut the
soldiers' hair.
They were the Fourth Armoured division and
my brother and I went and cut their hair. I
was only about fourteen at the time, We

were amazed to hear the swearing of the
soldiers! The soldiers were very generous
and gave us American money and other
things.”
“Some days there was entertainment in the
shop as people each did a turn while waiting
for a haircut. Fred Tippett was a good
musician. His wife had a little sweet shop in
Sheep Street where they sold toffee apples.
There was a chap called Chiddleton who
played a one string fiddle. He used to
disappear during the summer and went
busking somewhere then came back in the
winter.”
The picture shows Bill cutting his brother
David's hair in the Sheep Street shop in the
early 1960s.
If you would like to read more recollections
of old Devizes, Dave Buxton's book 'Devizes
Voices' can be bought second hand on ebay.
The book is part of the Chalford Oral History
series.

Remembering Bill Underwood

The old Devizes Community Hospital
on New Park Road has been declared
by the Clinical Commissioning Group
as being surplus to the needs of the
local NHS and no longer suitable to
meet the modern healthcare
requirement of Devizes and the
surrounding area.

As a result, healthcare services are
relocating to Devizes’ new £10.9m
Health Centre – the region’s first
Integrated Care Centre. This is due to
open shortly and will provide state-of-
the-art healthcare provision to meet
the needs of the community now and
into the future.

NHS Property Services is the freehold
owner of the old Community Hospital
site and is preparing to submit an
outline planning application for the
redevelopment of the site once all
services have relocated to the new
facility.

The redevelopment proposals will
deliver up to 59 new homes as well as
commercial space at a sustainable
location close to Devizes Town
Centre. The historic hospital
buildings on the eastern side of the
site, which form part of the town’s
Conservation Area, will be retained
and refurbished as part of the
redevelopment proposals.

In feasibility studies conducted by
Wiltshire Council, the hospital site
was identified as being suitable for
residential development as part of the
wider regeneration of the wharf area
of Devizes. The emerging proposals
are informed by this vision, aiming to
create a sustainable residential
community which will contribute to
the successful regeneration of the
wider area.

The Trust Committee has commented
on the proposals as part of the
consultation process. We are in
favour of the development but have
made it clear that the development
shoul�d be in keeping with the
Victoria Road conservation area. We
have also asked for the appropriate
number of affordable dwellings to be
provided. We continue to push for a
proper bus service to be provided
between the town centre and the new
health centre.

Details of the proposals can be found
on the website:

www.devizeshospitalredevelopment.com

Devizes Community
Hospital

Heritage Open Day

Devizes Heritage Open Day will be on
Saturday September 17th this year.

The ever popular town Lock Up will be
open with John Girvan as host. There
will be free entry at the Museum for the
day.

We had been hoping to persuade the
Palace Cinema to open so that people
could see what progress has been
made, but we have not been able to
contact the owners.

Full details of all venues participating
are in the leaflet (pictured right),
available from Devizes Books and
Wiltshire Museum.

http://www.devizeshospitalredevelopment.com


Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum
A selection of forthcoming events

WALK: Murhill, Avoncliff and
Winsley

A 5km (3 mile) circular walk starting
and finishing in Winsley,  led by Isobel
Geddes.

Date: Saturday 10 September, 2.00 pm.
The walk is expected to last a couple of
hours or so.
Cost: £12 (£10 WANHS members)

FILM SCREENING

ERIC RAVILIOUS: DRAWN TO WAR is a
true story. Eric Ravilious is as
compelling and enigmatic as his art.
Set against the dramatic wartime
locations that inspired him, Margy
Kinmonth’s film brings to life this
brilliant but still grossly undervalued
British artist

Showing at Wiltshire Museum:

Friday 16 September, 7.30pm (sold out)
Saturday 17 September, 7.30pm
Thursday 22 September, 7.30pm
Friday 23 September, 7.30pm

Tickets £10 (£9 concession)

OUTING: Stonehenge Landscape
Walk – September

An afternoon walk, from Durrington
Walls to Stonehenge, led by Museum
Director, David Dawson

Wednesday 21 September 2022

£20 (£15 WANHS members). Booking
essential. No dogs. Maximum number
18 (19 with David!).

ONLINE TALK: John Leland: a
Tudor traveller in Wiltshire

John Leland was one of the leading
scholars of his day – polymath, courtier
of Henry VIII, biographer, bibliogra-
pher, historian.

£10 per screen
All proceeds to the Victoria County
History Wiltshire Trust, who have
organised this lecture.
Booking – essential

Wednesday 5 October, 7.30pm

CONFERENCE: Industrial
Archaeology – Building Materials

15th October 2022 9:30 am - 4:30 pm

Cost: £15 (£13 WANHS members).

Wednesday 23 November, 7.30pm

How many people in Devizes know the
origin of the nice round section of
brickwork at the rear entrance to the
Cottage Hospital, as it was known?
The curved brick wall beside the canal
and Couch Lane towards the Cemetery
bridge has an interesing past.

It was originally the town water
reservoir. This was before the
introduction of piped mains water
supply.   Two brick piers topped with
dressed stone caps form the access to
the above-ground water supply
reservoir.

In recent years, the brickwork has
been repointed with mortar, when the
old  water conduit pipe was removed.

This had rusted, causing the
brickwork to burst.

Seen today, over half of the chamber
remains, forming an attractive
structure together with its recess
access, creating an interesting feature
to the site.

The internal cavity is now filled and
surfaced as a nicely mowed grass area
with a central tree.

It is hoped this structural feature will
be retained in the new proposed
redevelopment with the removal of the
hospital and its former power house
with its lofty chimney stack. The
structure would reflect as a historical
reminder of our past heritage.

Air Quality In Devizes

Two views of the reservoir at the Hospital
Photos: John Girvan

History at the Hospital

The Trust is represented on the Devizes
Air Quality and Transport Strategy
Group. The Group receives regular
reports from the air quality team at
Wiltshire Council.

Air quality is measured by apparatus
positioned around the town. The main
monitoring site in Devizes is on
Sidmouth Street, opposite Walter Rose &
Sons but there are also diffusion tubes
in a number of places.

These are small plastic tubes with a cap
at each end one of which is coloured.
Under the coloured cap is a steel mesh
disc which is coated with
triethanolamine (TEA) a chemical that
absorbs nitrogen dioxide. When gases
pass over this mesh the chemical
changes. This chemical change tells us
how much nitrogen dioxide was in the
air during the monitoring period.

During 2020 and 2021, air quality
improved considerably as a result of
reduced traffic levels. By December
2021, air quality levels continued to

show an improvement on pre-Covid
levels.

The UK Environment Act, which came
into law in November 2021, aims to fill
gaps in legislation following Brexit and
will bring in legally binding targets,
including air quality. These should be in
place by October 2022 and will last for
at least 15 years.

Under the legislation. Local Authorities
are no longer required to 'work towards'
air quality standards but must have
regard to the National Air Quality
Strategy when exercising any public
function which could affect air quality.
We will have to say how this translates
into action.

We are hopeful that the current rather
elderly monitoring equipment in
Devizes will be upgraded so that we can
get more accurate data. We will also be
pressing for more actions to be put in
place to improve air quality, for example
by reducing speed limits in some areas.



Devizes Heritage Open Day will be on Saturday 17 September. More
details on page 2.

It is our intention to hold a Christmas Social this year. The provisional
date is Thursday 15 December 2022. More details will be in the
November edition of Trust News.
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Wadworth
Brewery

As Wadworth starts the process of
moving to its new premises on the
London Road, it's worth looking at
the company's history in Devizes.

In 1875, Henry Wadworth purchased
the Rose & Tyler brewery and moved
it from the former Anstie silk mill to
its current site in 1887. Further
purchases of local breweries
followed.

In 1904, Wadworth started buying
local licensed premises, including
the Artichoke (now apartments)
which brewed on the premises at
the time.

Until 1976, brewing took place
carrying out the original 1885
equipment and, even with new
equipment, the brewing methods
remained the same.

 We look forward to hearing about
Wadworth's plans for the Northgate
Brewery in due course.

I recently had an email from Neil Burgess
who was looking for more information
about one of his ancestors, The
Reverend Henry Bayntun. He had seen
the blue plaque on Lansdowne House on
a recent visit to Devizes and asked
whether the Trust was able to provide
any more information.

John Girvan is always my first port of call
in these circumstances and he was able
to locate a reference in the late Lorna
Haycock's book 'Devizes: History and
Guide'. The book says the following
about Lansdowne House “The late
eighteenth-century brick house was
occupied by Samuel Adlam, a clothier:
his daughter married the Revd Henry
Bayntun, who constructed the present
white stuccoed facade in 1809. His
position as non-resident Vicar of
Bromham for sixty-three years perhaps
explains the compliment to Lord
Lansdowne”.

I was then able to find out more about
the Bayntun family using the wonders of
Google. It is clear that the Bayntuns were
a very wealthy and significant family in
Bromham. An earlier Henry was born in
1572 and his father, Sir Edward Bayntun,
was the MP for Devizes from 1585 to
1592 and again in 1603.

Sir Henry inherited the Manor of
Bromham in 1593 when his father died
and in 1612 he built six small
almshouses in the village of Bromham
for the poor people of the town,
probably intended for impoverished
weavers. He died on the 24th September
1616 and was buried at Bromham.

A stone set in the aisle floor (under the
table) in the Bayntun Chapel, in the
Church of St Nicholas, Bromham is the
only memorial to him. This was taken
from the Almshouses just prior to their

demolition in 1964. In his will dated the
30th July 1616, Sir Henry left
considerable sums of money to the
parish churches of Bromham, Bremhill,
Steeple Eton and Rowde, towards their
reparation and maintenance.

As well as his commitment to the
Almshouses in Bromham, he also left
money to the Church Wardens and
Overseers of the poor in the parishes of
Bromham, Bremhill, Rowde and Bishops
Canning.

He also left a sum of £30 to each of the
towns of Chippenham, Calne and
Devizes on the condition that £10 from
each total would go towards the poor of
each respective town and the remaining
£20 to be set up as loans. His wish was
that such money be lent out yearly to
poor artificers (skilled workers or
craftsmen) and tradesmen and no loan
to be less than £6 13s 4d.

As for the Revd Henry Bayntun of
Lansdowne House, he was born in 1744
and baptised at Bromham. He attended
Alban Hall, Oxford, as a mature student.
He was ordained a deacon in 1772, and
a priest in 1773. He became the rector
of Rode and Woolverton in Somerset and
married to Anne Soper. He was buried at
Bromham, on February 1st 1812.

I then sent all this information to Neil
and had an almost instant reply in which
he thanked me for my time and effort.
He also said that it will help to fill in
some gaps in the record of their family.

 Apparently, another branch of the
family, the Burgesses, ran a bakery
business at 10 Monday Market Street
and he was pleased to see the building's
frontage is pretty much unchanged and
that it is now called Jasper's café.

A very satisfactory outcome for the Trust!

A Request For Help

Picture: Wiltshire Times


