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I've just worked out that | have been
editor of Trust News for 10 years! How
time flies. Re-reading edition 127 in
2012, | noticed that there was an
article about former pubs being turned
into antique shops. Lo and behold,
one of these pub was the Royal Oak
which features in this edition.

| said in that article “In the last year,
we have seen two inns — the EIm Tree
and the Royal Oak — take on a new
lease of life as antique shops. The
question for the Trust is whether or not
this is a good thing? Both buildings
had been empty for some months and
there always a danger with empty
listed buildings that we will have
another Assize Courts problem,
something we are anxious to avoid.” It
was true then and it's still true today.

In 2013, issue 131 had a piece on the
Coate Road development and the
protest meeting which was held on the
Green. Our then MP, Claire Perry,
organised a meeting with the housing
minister at the time to discuss local
concerns about the adverse effects of
excessive housing estates on
Devizes, the way in which the
planning system operates and about
the Coate Bridge proposal in
particular. Happy days.

Moving on to 2014, in issue 136, there
is an article about a public meeting
held by the Trust on car parking in
Devizes. This was primarily about
whether to use the Market Place for
car parking or to set aside some space
for public use, a subject which is still
unresolved. In the same edition, we
were pleased to announce that John
Girvan had received a civic award for
his work in saving the WWII pillbox at
Rotherstone, and organizing repairs to
have the roof rendered to arrest the
deterioration. It was later given a
Grade |l listing by Historic England
and the Trust fitted a stainless steel
plague on its entrance gate.

It is always interesting to reflect on the
past but it's even better to look at what
we can do to influence what happens
in the future. Onwards and upwards!

Exciting new plans for an iconic site

Wadworth Brewery is sold for development

An artist’s impression of the proposed development

Following the decision to move the
brewery to the old Selectabook site on
the London Road, Wadworth has now
announced their plans for the
Northgate brewery site. They have
said that the Northgate brewery is too
large and unsuitable for their need to
modernise and adapt to suit the new
tastes in beer-drinking.

Wadworth has now announced that it
has exchanged contracts with
Backhouse, a property development
company based in Chippenham, who
will buy a large part of the brewery
site. Backhouse plans to regenerate
the site (excluding the Grade Il listed
brewery tower) and will be applying
for planning permission for 100 new
homes and a retail unit.

The site will have public open space
which will allow views of the canal
and the old brewery to be preserved
and enhanced. Backhouse say that
the proposed scheme will have a
number of environmental features
including air source heat pumps,
electric vehicle chargers and high

energy performing buildings and
homes.

Toby Bartholomew, managing
director at Wadworth & Co,
commented: “This is a significant

moment in Wadworth’s history, as
well as our move to a new brewery in
the town in 2023. After working hard
to find a developer who has the same
aspirations to unlock the potential of
the current Northgate site, we’re
delighted that we have exchanged
contracts with Backhouse who have
shown it understands the significance
and importance of the development
to Devizes.

“We will continue to retain the listed
buildings and will develop our plans
for these important buildings once we
have completed.”

There will be a public exhibition of
the initial proposals on 14 December
from 3pm to 7pm at Devizes Town
Hall. Please go along and see what
you think of these plans which are
bound to have a major impact on our
town. Our voices need to be heard.



In the May edition of Trust News,
we reported that a new application
had been submitted for building
200 properties on land off the
Coate Road. We can now report
that the application was turned
down by Wiltshire Council's
Strategic Planning Committee at
their meeting on 3rd November
2022.

The reason given for refusal was,

primarily, that the development
was not included in the
Neighbourhood Plan and, if

approved, would lead to further
development along the London
Road, resulting in urban sprawl.
Other issues discussed were the
road access on and off the site, the
proximity to the North Wessex
Downs AONB and the negative
impact on the countryside. The
application was rejected
unanimously.

At the same meeting, the Planning
Committee also rejected the
application for 69 dwellings to the
west of Hillworth Road.
Representatives of the community
spoke persuasively against the
application and mentioned
particularly the environmental
issues of this site which is so close
to the old deer park.

Several councillors voted in favour
on the grounds that this area had
been included in the
neighbourhood plan as a site
suitable for development.
However, it was pointed out that
the site set out in the application
was more than double the original
area. The application was rejected
with an overall majority.

We should be under no illusions.
The developers are almost certain
to appeal against these decisions.
And there is some concern that the
lack of a five year land supply in
Wiltshire will be a stumbling block.
However, we are at least over the
first hurdle.

The End Of AnEra
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Above: The site in early November. Photo: John Girvan
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Below: the revised plan

Gaiger's corner is being prepared for
development. Gone is the car park
and the store house. The land has
been flattened, and the landscape
will be soon be quite different.

The original building plan was for
apartments but this has now been
altered and nine terraced houses will
be built on the site.

Materials used include handmade

bricks, integrated solar roof tiles and
timber windows and rear French
doors.

The buildings will have a mechanical
heat recovery ventilation system.
The site will also have hard and soft
landscaping, including two rowan
trees.

We look forward to seeing the new
buildings emerging.




Philippa Morgan looks at the former The Royal Oak in New Park St.

Another Assize Court?

A side view of the former Royal Oak

Readers who walk or drive regularly
along New Park St will doubtless
have noticed the state of the former
Royal Oak Inn, a Grade Il listed
building and, until about 10 years
ago, a Fullers pub. Since then, the
building has been used as an
antique shop and then as what
appeared to be a hostel. For the last
few years it as been empty.

In 2017, planning permission was
given for the building to be turned
into 6 apartments without any
parking spaces. In November 2019,
the property was sold by auction for
£200.000 to three people, including
a property developer, living in
Witney. Since then the building has
been empty, apart from some minor
building work carried out in the last
year.

| pass the building frequently and
was able to see some of the work
that has been carried out by looking
through the windows. It looked to
me as if walls have been removed on
the ground floor. | therefore wrote to
the Wiltshire Council Senior Planning
and Conservation Officer to ask her
if she was aware of what was going
on.

The Conservation Officer replied, “/
did look at the building this week. It

appears that no further works have
been done and it appears
abandoned. The front wall is looking
in a poor condition and the interior
left as per your photos. There is no
breach taking place at the moment
but the decay is evident.

Based on that the Council will take
no further action at this stage but
reserve to take further action should
the building decay further. | hope
the above clarifies the situation for

you.

| found this reply unacceptable.
Having said that there is 'decay’,
Wiltshire Council are proposing to
do nothing about this listed
building. It is in a street with many
other listed buildings and it is
showing signs of deteriorating to the
point where it may soon need to be
demolished.

In my reply, | suggested that there
were things which could be done,
hotably contacted the owner for a
timetable of work to the building or
using an Urgent Works Notice or
Repair Notice to halt the decay.

| have now been waiting more than a
month for a reply to my follow up
letter after taking up the issue with
Cllr Wallis. Time obviously moves
slowly in County Hall.

A selection of forthcoming events

The Museum will be closed on
Monday 19 December and from
Friday 23 December to Tuesday
27 December (inclusive) and
Saturday 31 December to Monday
2 January (inclusive).

It will be open on Tuesday 20 to
Thursday 22 December: 10am to
4pm and from Wednesday 28 to
Friday 30 December: 10am to
4pm.

ONLINE TALK: Assizes for
Devizes, 13 December 2022,
7.30pm

David Dawson will outline the
work under way as we prepare
our application to the National
Lottery Heritage Fund for
submission in February 2023.

Tickets: FREE - WANHS Members
(£4.50 non-members per screen)
- booking essential.

Ticket sales close at 5pm on the
day of the lecture.

This is an online event, using
Zoom webinar - the link will be
emailed on the day of the lecture.

LECTURE: Fractured Britannia -
material culture and the end of
Roman Britain by Richard
Henry, 15 December 2022 at
7:30pm (doors open 7pm)

Tickets : £10 (£8 WANHS
members) - booking essential.
Includes glass of wine and
'nibbles’. Ticket sales close at
5pm on the day of the lecture.

Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections
database online

www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk




The Trust is represented on the
Devizes Air Quality & Sustainable
Transport Group which is led by
representatives of Wiltshire Council.
Until recently, there has been little
visible progress with some of the
initiatives which the group has
discussed including air quality
monitoring, improvements to bus
services and the possibility of a car
club in Devizes. However, there
might be some light at the end of
the tunnel.

On air quality monitoring, Wiltshire
Council has been successful in
achieving funding for replacement
of the elderly real-time monitoring

stations and will be shortly
commencing a procurement
exercise to replace them. The
Devizes monitoring station will

remain at the corner of Sidmouth
Street and Gains Lane.

For bus services, a questionnaire
will be sent out to gauge opinions
on current bus services. A new
Wiltshire Connect bus service will be
introduced and this is likely to
include a regular service between
Devizes and Marlborough. More
information about the Bus Service
Improvement Plan can be found

here:
https://tinyurl.com/Devizes-Bus-Plan

You can complete the survey about
local bus services online here:

https://tinyurl.com/Devizes-Bus-Survey

The prospect of a car club in
Devizes is getting closer and the
Group will be issuing a question-
naire early next year to find out the
level of interest in setting up a car
club, and how many people are
likely to use it. More detail is needed
to work out how the club would
operate in Devizes. You can find out
more here:

https://tinyurl.com/Car-Club-QandA

We had intended to hold a Christmas Social this year. However, due to
ongoing concerns about Covid and winter flu, we have decided not to
go ahead with the event. We apologise to members for this.

Our 2023 AGM will, hopefully, be held on 23rd March. Further details

in the next Trust News.

The Shell Guide

A fascinating read
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The endpaper from the Shell Guide to Wiltshire (1956)
features a sketch of the Market Place by John Piper

Earlier this year we were able to obtain
a copy of The Shell Guide To Wiltshire
by David Verey, part of a series edited
by John Betjeman and with
illustrations by John Piper. Here’s an
extract.

DEVIZES, Population 7892, is very
much a country town, with two grand
Georgian town Halls, one now used as
a laundry. (Now a Hen House shop -
ed.)

Drive through it and admire the
restrained dignity of its streets, the
red brick Georgian houses,
contrasting with ashlar-faced public
buildings in the Bath manner and the
fine proportions of its market place,
or, better, wander about its byways

and discover unspoilt eighteenth
century houses, like Brownstone
House in New Park Street, or narrow
alleys bordered by half-timbered
medieval ones.

Look into the churches, St John's is
largely Norman with central tower, St
James's  though rebuilt has a
Perpendicular tower. Here also is the
county museum, for those who like
such places.

Read, too, the inscription on the
monument in the Market Place. The
Assize Court is impressive Greek
revival. The Brittox, however, is
spoiled by chain stores and the pink
concrete lamp standards are ruination
to any town, particularly this one.
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