
 Trust News
With an inflation rate of 9.2% in
2022, I thought it would be timely
to cover the subject of mem-
bership charges! The Trust's
membership is around 240
members. The current mem-
bership subscription is £15 a year,
and we have no plans to raise it at
the moment.  We think that it’s a
reasonable charge, but members
might be interested to know we
spend their money.

Our income for 2022 was
£2475.69 coming from sub-
scription, Gift Aid, sales of the
Town Trail and donations. Our
expenditure was £2171.69 so we
made a small gain on the year.

Our greatest expenditure is on the
publication cost, envelopes and
postage for Trust News which
amounts to about £1350. The next
highest expenditure is on Public
Liability insurance (£500) which we
need to cover events such as
Heritage Open Day and Trustee
liability. We also have costs related
to the website and email addresses
(£45), bank charges (£90) and the
AGM (£180).

All of our Trustees are volunteers
and we work hard on behalf of
members to support the Trust’s
objective of keeping Devizes as a
special place. We work with
Devizes Town Council and
Wiltshire Council on issues such as
Neighbourhood Planning and Air
Quality and we often have queries
from members and non-members
which we try to deal with quickly
and comprehensively. We don’t
make a note of the hours that we
devote to Trust’s business, but I
estimate that it would total
between 500 and 1000 hours over
a year!

I hope that this covers any queries
you might have about what
happens to your subscription. A
full financial statement for 2022
will be available at the AGM on
March 23rd.

Philippa Morgan
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The Trust has submitted comments to
the consultation process. They are
summarised below.

We generally support the proposals.
However, we think that there is
excessive reliance on car parking in
public spaces as this site is central
enough to be an attractive place for
visitors and commuters to park to avoid
charges and restrictions.That would be
easier to control if more of the parking
space is in private or controlled back
yards, rather than along the streets.

We believe the project should make a
greater effort to achieve a mix of uses,
for example by developing the ground
floors of apartment buildings as
business and/or retail space.

We are worried that many aspects of the
project appear to have been developed
in isolation from neighbouring sites,
which are known to be ripe for
regeneration: the Assize Courts, the
historic brewery itself, the car wash,
Carpet Right, the Wharf and the
hospital.

Wiltshire Council has produced a design
brief for the wider area, and we strongly
suggest that the project should be
developed in a manner consistent with
that wider framework.

This project should be viewed as setting
a pattern for neighbouring sites,
particularly in respect of coherent built
form and parking arrangements,
avoiding piecemeal solutions.

In particular, it is vital that the Assize
Court Museum project and this project
achieve a high quality mutual interface.
Both projects will create great value for
this part of Devizes, and every effort
should be made to ensure that this
project adds to the value of the Assize
Court project, and vice versa. Both
developments should contribute to and
enhance the  space.

We expect this project to deliver 30%
affordable housing, in accordance with
the Wiltshire Core Strategy.

The A361 Northgate Street-New Park
Street is in an Air Quality Management
Area. In recent years, the worst air
quality in the town has been recorded
at Wadworth’s Corner, just to the SW of
the project site, at times exceeding
40µg per cubic meter of nitrogen
oxides. This problem needs to be
addressed as part of the planning for
this development.

We look forward to the next stage of
this process and will continue to
comment on future plans.

The Brewery Development
’

The brewery site from the air



Since the last version of Trust News, the
planning application has been
submitted for development of the
Hospital site in New Park Road
following a consultation process. The
Trust has asked for more information
to be made public as to why there can
be no affordable housing on the site.
We are awaiting a reply.

There has also been a proposal to build
44 dwellings on the site of the former
NHS offices at Southgate House on Pans
Lane. This will consist of 27 apartments
developed within the existing building
and a further 17 houses built within the
site.

Describing the plans for the
development, NHS Property has said
“Southgate House previously served as
offices for the Clinical Commissioning
Group in Wiltshire. The offices are now
surplus to the requirements of the NHS
and there have been no expressions of
interest from other parties wishing to
take it on as commercial space.

“A sensitive conversion to residential
usage is now proposed to bring the site

back into use and generate revenue for
local healthcare services. The freehold
of the site is owned by NHS Property
Services.

“Securing planning permission to
redevelop the disused site will generate
revenue for the NHS. This is being
reinvested into healthcare provision
locally, including the development of
the new state-of-the-art Integrated Care
Centre for the Devizes community area.

“It is intended that affordable housing
will be provided as part of the
development in line with Wiltshire
Council policy.”

The Trust is broadly in favour of this
development as it is on a brownfield
site. However, as usual, we have some
concerns over the traffic that will be
generated, the need for the
development to be sensitive to its
surroundings and the need for
affordable housing to be included in
the development.

If you have any comments or concerns
about the proposals, please let us know.

More Housing Developments
Southgate House is next in line

The answer is not “Because it doesn’t
have a bypass”. A survey a while ago
suggested that 70% of our traffic is
local. And do we really want to cut a
slice out of Roundway Hill? Wherever
it went, it would damage the
environment. A far better solution is
to encourage alternatives to the car,
but this seems to be a challenge to
Wiltshire Council.

Plans are being developed, painfully
slowly, for waymarked walking and
cycling routes around the town. But
the fact is that there is not much
scope for giving pedestrians and
cyclists routes which avoid busy and
dangerous roads.

Having more attractive bus services
which would persuade people to
leave their cars at home would attack
the issue more effectively. The
current town bus service with its
circular routes has a major dis-
advantage: unless you live half way
round the route, your journey will be
longer in one direction than in the
other. It’s not surprising that the
town buses are seldom very full.

There doesn’t seem to be a proper
link between planners and transport
organisers. When St Peter’s School
on Bath Road was closed and
replaced by Trinity on Quaker’s
Road, there was no transport plan,
and the first bus to pass the school
is at 9.27. So children from the Bath
Road area have to be brought by car
through the middle of town in the
rush hour.

If you go to Lay Wood, the large new
estate on the Horton road, you will
find a beautiful bus shelter and
turning circle. All that is missing is a
bus. If only a service had been
organised when the estate first
opened, there could have been a
welcome pack in every house urging
the occupants to use the bus into
town. Now the residents have all got
used to using their cars. It is planned
to provide a bus service soon, but
will anyone use it?

The new Medical Centre in Marshall
Road showed which side it is on by
explaining in its introductory leaflet
that it is very easy to access, as it has
a large car park. There is a bus from

Why is Devizes
so Congested?

But Is It Art?

This recent photo by John Girvan
shows some graffiti on the wall
leading to the canal on Northgate
Street near to St Joseph's Place.
Clearly not a Banksy and hopefully
not the start of a trend. The last thing
we need in Devizes!

Continued on back page

An artist’s impression of the Southgate House develpopment



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

A selection of forthcoming events

Archaeology in Wiltshire
Conference 2023

Sunday 26 March; 10.00am to
5pm (lunch included)
Tickets must be purchased in
advance and include lunch and
tea/coffee. In previous years, we
have sold all the available tickets.

• Non-Member - £37.50
• Member - £27.50
• Student - £17.50

Lecture: What lies beneath –
new light on Roman Cunetio,
Mildenhall
Thursday 13 April 2023, 7.30 pm
£7.00 (£4.50 WANHS members)
St Peter's, Marlborough  (High
Street, Marlborough. SN8 1HQ)

Day course: Stone Carving with
Andrew Ziminski
Saturday 27 May, 10.30am to 4pm
Saturday 23 September, 10.30am
to 4pm
Cost: £110 per person (to include
all materials)

Day course: Wood Engraving
with Robin Mackenzie
Saturday 17 June 2023 and
Saturday 30 September 2023
10.30 am to 4 pm
Lunch not provided
Cost: £75 (to include all materials).

Ghost walks with John Girvan

17 March
31 March

£7.00 Adults, £4 Children
(suitable for ages 11+)
7.30 pm. The walk lasts approx.
one and quarter hours, but allow
extra time.
Starts at Market Cross, Market
Place, Devizes

Readers will no doubt have noticed that
Longs Building in New Park Street is
currently being redeveloped into private
apartments. The building was sold by
Sovereign Housing in 2021 and is a
grade II* Listed Building. The building
dates from 1785 and was built by John
Anstie.

The Anstie family were principally
clothiers from the late 17th century, but
John Anstie's father bought a grocery
business in Devizes because of a decline
in the woollen trade This was on the
corner of New Street (now Snuff Street)
and the Market Place. As with many
other clothiers, he believed in
diversification and sold pepper, spices
and tobacco as well as clothes. He also
took advantage of the popularity of snuff
and subsequently specialised in it. In
1766 he took his two sons as partners in
the snuff trade.

In 1784, however, John Anstie paid £500
to quit his third share of the snuff trade
because he was more interested in the
clothing business. He saw an
opportunity to exploit this new trade and
was very successful, becoming a pioneer
of new industrial methods.

The weaving of cloth had been mainly
undertaken in the villages by individual
weavers, but the use of machines in
cloth preparation and the complexity of
the production process led to the
concentration of manufacture in large
workshops. In 1785 John Anstie erected
a purpose built manufactory in New Park
Street behind the family's grocery shop.
This was on a site formerly occupied by
a malt-house and an inn called The
Feathers.

It was a four storey building of yellow
stock brick with a concealed hipped slate
roof and over one hundred windows

including bull's eyes and large lunettes.
The interior had oak beams and elm
joists and a lead rainwater head dated
1785 which bore the initials of John and
Mary, his wife.There were lofts with
receptacles for wool and yarn, a
counting room and various well
arranged apartments. It was described
as a very capacious building and one of
the best workshops in the county. In a
street of largely two-storey timbered
houses it must have been an impressive
sight.

However, Anstie overstretched himself
and was pronounced bankrupt in the
London Gazette on 7th December 1793.
To meet some of his debts it was
proposed to sell £20,000 worth of goods
and to take out a £15,000 loan.

Anstie was anxious that his employees
should not suffer from his financial
collapse. Henry Collins, a servant, was
paid eight month's salary and lent £6 in
cash for his present need. In a letter of
1808 Anstie revealed that he had sunk a
considerable sum of money by keeping
employed, from motives of humanity
and public spiritedness, a very great
number of persons in the critical year of
1792.

John Anstie died in October 1830 on
Wilson Street, Bristol and was buried in
St. Paul's Churchyard, Portland Square.
His obituary in the Devizes Gazette paid
tribute to his innovations in wool
manufacture and his activities in the
national economic sphere.

The above is an extract from an article
by Trust member Marlene Lewis who
kindly gave permission for us to publish
it. You can read the full story of John
Anstie's life here:

www.devizesheritage.co.uk/johnanstie.html.

The building in 2008

http://www.devizesheritage.co.uk/johnanstie.html


Wiltshire Museum has revealed their
latest plans for the Devizes Assize
Court and is now on course to apply in
February for the first round of funding
from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund. If successful, this funding would
amount to £314,000, which would
need to be matched by the museum,
for the planning phase of the
development.

A further bid would then need to be
put in for a further £4.7 million to
finance the restoration and
construction phase. The total cost of
the project is expected to rise to
around £12 million, meaning the
museum will have to find a further
£7.4 million of its own funding.

Museum director David Dawson says
that rising costs have altered plans for
the Assizes, but he is confident the
museum can raise the extra £7.4
million that is required.

He said: “It will be an interesting
challenge, but I’ve got a pretty good
idea where most of that will come
from.There are various trusts and

foundations and to have the support
of the town council is great. We had
ideas as to how we would use the
building for the community but
unfortunately with Covid-19, the cost
of living crisis and changes to the way
the fund works we can’t afford to do
that. We’ve come up with a new four
stage programme where the first
stage will be to restore the building
and make it into a museum.”

The plans for the restoration are not
yet set, but initial ideas have been
revealed showcasing a chalk horse
atrium installation, alongside several
galleries with one telling the ‘story of
Devizes’. There are also plans for
community facilities at the museum,
including a cafe and a dedicated
learning space.

The building has been owned by
Devizes Assize Court Trust since 2018
but will be occupied and run by the
museum.The current timeline will see
a decision made on the funding
request in Spring 2023, while the
museum plans to complete the move
by 2030 if all goes well.

Our 2023 AGM will be held on Thursday 23rd March, at 7pm for
7:30pm at the Cheese Hall in Devizes Town Hall. Our speaker will
be Toby Bartholomew, CEO of Wadworth who will update us on
the plans for the brewery site and their new premises on London
Road. Please come along if you can.
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Congestion in
Devizes

the Market Place every half hour, but
it does a tour via Hillworth Road and
Broadleas Road on the way out, and
Eastleigh Road and Brickley Lane on
the way back. It takes 10 minutes to
get there, and 15 to come back.

But there is worse: the Centre claims
that the busiest hour for
appointments is between 2.00 and
3.00 pm. The last “direct” bus is at
3.01. The next one is at 3.51, and it
goes all the way up to Marina
Meadows before heading back to
the Market Place, which is scheduled
to take 20 minutes. After that they
go every 40 minutes, taking the
same long route. Given that nearly
20% of households in Devizes don’t
have a car, proper public transport
is absolutely essential.

Jasper is a member of Trust and is
also on the Devizes Air Quality
Group, with a special interest in bus
services. If you have any comments,
please let us know!

The Assize Courts project

An update for Museum volunteers
from Nicola Trowell. She's been
working full time on the Assize
Court application.. However, she'll
be back to normal in late February
and will be planning an update for
volunteers, probably in early
March.


