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There are a few issues which the Trust
is involved with but which are not
covered elsewhere.

The first concerns Drews Pond. The
owner recently submitted a planning
application for 5 glamping pods and
associated parking spaces to be
installed on land south of Drews Pond
House. Following a large number of
objections from members of the
public, the Trust and the Town
Council, the application was
withdrawn by the owner. However, we
expect this to reappear in a different
form so we will continue to monitor
the situation.

We received a request from a local
family for their house to be
considered for a blue plaque. The
house was the home of one of the
local suffragette group who were
particularly active in 1911 when they
tried to evade the census by spending
the night away from home. While we
may not be able to go as far as adding
the house to the Town Trail, we are
looking at ways in which we can
highlight the story of  the Devizes
suffragettes. More about this to follow.

We have also been keeping an eye on
the revised Coate Road planning
application which was refused by
Wilshire Council last year, Following
the appeal against that decision, the
Planning Inspectorate held an inquiry
in April. This took place in the Bear
Hotel, Devizes with the final day being
held online. As always, the arguments
put forward by both sides are very
technical and it is impossible for those
attending to know which way the
decision will go. We are keeping our
fingers crossed that the appeal will be
turned down again.

Finally, I can report that our AGM went
well. Toby Bartholomew, CEO of
Wadworth updated us on the
brewery’s new site but wasn’t able to
share any detail on plans for the old
brewery. We also had an update from
David Dawson about the Assize Court
project which is continuing to make
progress slowly. And Richard Ormerod
spoke about the ‘Building Beautiful’
aspect of planning legislation. You will
be relieved to know that all Trustees
were voted back in and will continue
to serve you for another year.

Philippa Morgan
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Parkfields development gets the go-ahead

At the Eastern Area Planning Committee
on 24 February 2022, Wiltshire
Councillors voted against the application
from the Police and Crime Commissioner
to build 57 houses on the  former sports
field off London Road. The Councillors
ignored the advice of the planning
officers on two grounds:

- that the development would lead to an
increase in vehicular movements in
Parkfields and Parkfield Terrace as a
consequence of the additional houses
planned to be accessed from these roads.

- that the application site is known to
support an active badger sett, and the
proposal would have a detrimental
impact on the badgers and their
environment.

Following an appeal against the refusal,
the Planning Inspectorate has now
overthrown Wiltshire Council’s decision
and said that the development can now
go ahead. The points made by the
Inspector were:

“ - In the absence of any alternative study,
data or evidence of the road network
being unable to contain the proposed
increase in vehicles accessing the site, I
am satisfied that the road layout has
sufficient capacity. I am satisfied that the
changes to the road layout’s alignment,
together with new footways, parking and
speed restrictions would ensure safe
road conditions for pedestrians, cyclists
and motorists. I therefore conclude that
the proposal and its associated road

layout would provide efficient and safe
access for all users along the local road
network.

“ - Wider biodiversity interests include
Roundway Down and Covert Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) located
some 1.3km from the site. The Council
and Natural England have not raised any
concerns regarding the scheme’s effect
on that designation. I have no reasons to
disagree with those conclusions.
Therefore, the proposed development
would not harm the site’s biodiversity
interests, with particular regard to local
badger habitat.

“ - For the reasons given and having had
regard to all matters raised including the
Framework, I conclude that the proposed
development would accord with the
development plan as a whole and there
are no considerations individually or
cumulatively that outweigh this.
Therefore, the appeal should be allowed.”

The Trust asked for the appeal to be held
in public but that didn’t happen and it
was, in practice, a desk exercise. Hardly
local democracy! What are your thoughts
on this?

The Trust has complained to the Planning
Inspectorate, as we believe that the
Planning Inspector who dealt with this
case has not followed Government policy
correctly. Our complaint has been
acknowledged but we have not yet had a
reply. Watch this space!

A plan of the proposed development



Recent concerns about the state of
the Crammer and, particularly the
welfare of the birds there have led
Devizes Town Council to put
together a Group which will be
charged with providing
recommendations on how the
Crammer should be managed in
the future.

The Trust has been asked to
participate on that Group along
with other interested org-
anisations. One of the questions
that concerns the Trust is the
condition of the water and whether
the pond should be dredged.

John Girvan recalls that the pond
was dry in 1976 when he took this
photo. There was no evidence of a
spring or a well and that led to the
idea that it might have originally
have been a dew pond  - an
artificial pond, usually sited on the
top of a hill, intended for watering
livestock.

 There is evidence from a land

deed dated 825 AD that dew
ponds were in use during the
Saxon period and that there was a
dew pond at Milk Hill.

But when we mention the
Crammer, the Moonraker legend is
always with us. That story dates to
before 1787, when the Moon-
rakers tale appeared in Francis
Grose's ‘Provincial Glossary’.

Research by Wiltshire Council's
Community History Project
showed that a claim could be made
for the Crammer to be the original
location for the tale. Other
accounts named Bishops
Cannings, which of course has no
pond.

This might be explained by the
change in the parish boundaries in
1835 which transferred the
Crammer from Bishops Cannings
to Devizes. However, many other
places in the county have laid
claim to the story and no doubt it
will never be fully explained.

The Crammer

Some of you may have responded
to a recent survey carried out by
Wiltshire Council about the
possibility of having a Car Club in
Devizes. The survey was intended
to see whether there was any
appetite in Devizes for a
community-led electric car and
bike club in Devizes.

These clubs started to appear in
cities and larger towns more then
twenty years ago but the prospect
of having them in towns the size
Devizes has only recently been
explored. Their purpose is to
reduce the number of cars in a
household by making short-term
‘hire’ cars available.

The response to the survey
wasn’t huge with a total of 113
responses. However, the
response was good enough for
the Devizes Air Quality group to
consider whether we should
pursue the idea. More news on
this in due course.

There has been progress on
another transport issue which
concerns electric car charging
points. The charging points in
Station Road car park have been
out of use for several years, but
Wiltshire Council now has a
contract in place which will result
in these charging points being
replaced soon.

The Town Council is also taking
advantage of a Government
funding scheme to have further
charging points installed in town
centre car parks. These points
will be more convenient for local
residents who are unable to
consider moving to an electric car
at the moment because they
don’t have a driveway.

But when will the potholes be
filled!?

The Crammer in 1976                         photo: John Girvan



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum
A selection of forthcoming events

Day course: Stone Carving with
Andrew Ziminski
Saturday 27 May 10.30 am to 4 pm
Saturday 23 Sept 10.30 am to 4 pm
£110 per person (to include all
materials)

Day course: Wood Engraving with
Robin Mackenzie
Saturday 17 June 10.30 am to 4 pm
Saturday 30 Sept 10.30 am to 4 pm
Lunch not provided
Cost: £75 (to include all materials).

ONLINE TALK: The Wiltshire Tra-
veller
- A rapid guided tour, exploring the
history of our roads and their users,
from prehistory to the M4.
Wednesday 21 June 7.30pm
Cost: £10 per screen.

ONLINE TALK: Roman Trade &
Industry in North Wiltshire
Over the last 30 years excavations in
advance of developments have
shown that the area around Swindon
had a rich industrial past in the
Roman period. This presentation will
look at the resourcing and manu-
facturing of building materials,
pottery and iron production.
Wednesday 26 July, 7.30pm
There will be an opportunity to ask
questions at the end of the talk.
Cost: £10 per screen.

ONLINE LECTURE: The Colt Hoare,
Cunnington Time Team & the hunt
for Stourton Castle
David Dawson, Director at Wiltshire
Museum will describe and show
collections linked to Sir Richard Colt
Hoare at the Museum, and Martin
Papworth will be in the library at
Stourhead updating viewers on the
excavation.
27th July 7:30 pm
Tickets: £7 (£4.50 WANHS members,
£2.50 students) per screen –
booking essential.

Online talks are Zoom webinars. The
link is sent to ticket-holders on the
day of the event, before 7pm.

How many times have you heard
someone refer to the Market Cross as
the Ruth Pierce monument? It’s
confusing because an inscription
bearing the tale of this infamous lady
and her attempt to cheat friends over
a corn deal is attached to it. Walk
around to the other side, though, to
learn the real origin of the building.

By the turn of the nineteenth century
the Bear statue that had stood atop a
tall column in the Market Place for
many years had been removed and
remounted above the doorway of the
Bear Hotel. There were those in the
town who thought it was high time
Devizes had a Market Cross to fill the
vacant space and enhance its
handsome Market Place.

Henry Addington, later Viscount
Sidmouth, was a Devizes MP at the
time (Devizes returned two MPs until
the Reform Act of 1867), later Prime
Minister, and later still a notably
reactionary Home Secretary (the
Peterloo Massacre took place during
his tenure).

Some thought it would be appropriate

if Addington was to finance the
building of a new ‘cross’ and so he
was duly approached and the idea was
suggested to him. It appears,
however, that Addington was not
forthcoming and several years went by
before someone approached him
again to suggest that it was about
time he honoured his offer.

Addington expressed surprise at the
news that he had ever made an offer
but finally agreed to pay for most of
the cost and work began. It was
designed by Benjamin Wyatt and was
completed in 1841 at a cost of £1500.
The townsfolk were happy.

To commemorate two hundred years
of the monument an unveiling event
was held in 2014 with the current Lord
Sidmouth and an actor playing the
part of the original benefactor. He
pulled a cord to release a large red
drape erected around the monument
but unfortunately it got caught on its
many architectural protruberances.
Assistance was necessary to remove it
completely but the show was fun and
once again, the townsfolk were happy.

The Cross in about 1960. Ruth Pierce Cafe is in the background,
and the Sidmouth plaque is visible on the Cross.



We are planning to hold a Christmas Social on Thursday 14th December. As
well as the usual mince pies, mulled wine and quizzes, we are hoping that
some members will participate in the entertainment.

If you would like to sing a song, read a poem, tell a story or even practice your
stand-up comedy routine, please get in touch with Sue Budden who will be MC
for entertainment.

You can contact Sue by email bobnsue.budden@hotmail.co.uk or by phone on
01380 739771. More details in the next Trust News!
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The Trust Makes
the headlines

The Trust made the headlines on
May 4th in a front-page  article in
the Gazette and Herald about the
former Royal Oak Inn, New Park
Street. The article was put together
as a result of a conversation
between the G&H journalist and
Trust Secretary Philippa Morgan.

It was encouraging that the
newspaper is printing articles of
local interest. However, the article
was inaccurate about the planning
status of the building, suggesting
that the current owners had applied
to demolish the building and that
Wiltshire Council had agreed to that.
The position currently is that
planning permission to develop the
building into 6 apartments was
granted in 2020 but the owners
have not yet made any attempt to
start work on the development.

Following an intervention from the
Trust, the owners have been issued
with an enforcement notice dated
17 April 2023. The contents of the
letter are as follows:

“I refer to the above and my
previous letter to you dated 20
December 2022 to which there has
been no response. I enclose with
this letter a Notice pursuant to
Section 330 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended), which requires you to
provide information about the
ownership of the property and of
any other person who may have an
interest in it...”

“…The Local Authority may
prosecute this matter in the Courts
should there be a breach of this or
any subsequent Notice.

Please complete in full the Notice
reply form and return to within 21
days of the date of this letter.”

We await developments.

Readers may be aware of the
pillbox on  Dyehouse Lane, across
the canal from the Wharf Theatre.

It was Grade II listed in 2010, and
repaired in 2013 after campaigns
by Trust stalwart John Girvan - see
Trust News no.133 - but lately it
has been used as a litter bin by
people who have no interest in
their local heritage!

A new steel plate door  has been
installed, with mesh over the
embrasure ports.

The contaminated rubbish  inside
was cleared by a team from
Birmingham!

We understand that a new
information panel will be installed
shortly.

The Dyehouse Lane Pillbox

Left: The new door. Right: top, the new mesh ports and
below, the litter. Photos: John Girvan


