
 Trust News
There have been a lot of documents
to review over the last few months,
including a Devizes Local Cycling
and Walking Infrastructure Plan
(LCWIP) and the proposal for
development on the Wadworth
Brewery site. The Trustees submit
comments on behalf of Trust
members and we always welcome
the views of members, so please
continue to send us your thoughts.

Wiltshire Council has produced a
Design Guide which will, hopefully,
help to improve the quality of new
developments in the county by
providing a framework for creating
“beautiful and distinctive places with
a consistent and high-quality stan-
dard of design”. This is something
that the Trust has been calling for
over the last few years as we have
seen new developments which are
very clearly not in agreement with
the historic setting of Devizes.

The statutory consultation period is
now over, but the draft guide can be
seen here:

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article
/6110/Wiltshire-Design-Guide

As part of the work on the
Neighbourhood Plan, a Design Guide
for Devizes is being produced. It is
important that the two documents
are compatible and the Trust will be
working hard to ensure that this is
the case.

In other news, the planning
application for 59 homes on the
valley to the west of Hillworth Road
which was refused by Wiltshire
Council in November 2022, was
heard by the Planning Inspectorate
on appeal in June. We are awaiting
the Inspector’s decision.

We have made some progress with
Wiltshire Council on the old Royal
Oak inn on New Park Street. The
Council Council have now decided to
issue the owner with a Section 215
Notice. Failure to comply with such a
notice is a prosecutable offence. The
building is in dire need of repair so
we hope that this will be actioned
quickly.

Philippa Morgan

Issue 173 - August 2023

The Trust has been fighting for more
than ten years against the proposal to
build 200 houses on a field on Coate
Road. The planning application for this
development has now been granted by
the Planning Inspectorate despite
being rejected by Wiltshire Council.

Robert Hitchins Limited sought outline
planning permission for the homes, as
well as a local centre, drinking
establishment and hot food takeaway
and retail units. Wiltshire Council
refused the application because of
conflicts with the spatial strategy and
its visual effect on the surrounding
landscape.

Planning Inspector Andrew McGlone
noted that the appeal site was outside
the defined limits of development, and
conflicted with the spatial strategy. But
he also observed that there is a
shortfall in housing land supply in the
area, with currently no plan-led
approach to addressing this. This
context limits the harm caused by the
proposal’s conflict with the spatial
strategy, the inspector decided.

The Inspector said that the appeal site
is “unremarkable agricultural land”
next to the Kennet and Avon Canal and
around 125 metres from the boundary
of the AONB. He noted that developing
the site would harm the setting of the
AONB, but said that this would be

limited by the site’s contained location
and landscaping. The proposal would
also offer 30 per cent affordable
housing as well as £500,000 towards
funding works to the canal towpath,
among other financial contributions.

McGlone acknowledged that the
development would cause “minor”
harm because of its location beyond
the town’s development limits, and
cause some limited landscape harm.
But he also acknowledged the boost
the proposal would provide to the
area’s housing land supply. He
determined that this benefit justified
allowing the appeal, and granted
planning permission.

Despite support from Devizes MP
Danny Kruger for this application to be
rejected, Michael Gove, the Secretary
of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities failed to over-ride the
Inspector’s decision. The Levelling Up
and Regeneration Bill, which might have
ruled out this decision, is still passing
through Parliament and could not be
taken into account by the Inspector.

The Trust is extremely disappointed
that this development will be going
ahead.

For more information about the
county’s land supply problems, see
“The five year land supply” overleaf.

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/6110/Wiltshire-Design-Guide
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Wiltshire Museum has received
initial support from The National
Lottery Heritage Fund for the
“Assizes for Devizes” project.

Development funding of £300,748
has now been awarded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund to
help Wiltshire Museum, working
closely with the Devizes Assize
Court Trust, to progress plans for
the project before applying for a
full National Lottery grant in 2025.

It is hoped that work will start on
the Assize Court building in 2026,
with a target opening date of 2030.

Essential conservation works to the
Assize Court will enable the
revitalisation of the building to
include a multi-use community and
event space, a designated learning
area and innovative new museum
galleries.

The project will also include an
exciting programme of local
activities, events and volunteer
opportunities.

During the two-year development
phase there will be community
days, including ‘pop-up’
exhibitions to seek the views of
local people on plans as they
progress.

A key part of the work over the
next two years will be to raise the
significant additional funding
required to complete the project
through applications to trusts and
foundations and in securing
philanthropic support.

The Trust welcomes this news and
we look forward to supporting
Wiltshire Museum in whatever
ways we can.

The Assize Courts

Visitors and local residents can
explore their local history and
discover Wiltshire's rich cultural
heritage with new 'Explore
Wiltshire' apps. The apps are
available on Apple and Android
devices. Including the iPad. Just
search for “Explore Wiltshire” and
you should be able to download
it onto your smart phone or tablet,

The new app features information
about historical landmarks,
cultural sites and significant
events that have helped to shape
Wiltshire's landscape. The app is
free and easy to use, and also
includes historic photos, en-
gravings and information from
the archives of the Wiltshire and
Swindon History Centre.

The app has initially launched
featuring information and trails
for Bradford on Avon,
Chippenham, Cricklade, Devizes,
Salisbury and Warminster, plus a
link to the Explore Malmesbury
webpage.

If you go on to the Explore
Devizes section, you will see that
there is information about local
buildings; a few trails, including
the Medieval Trail;  and upcoming
events. The app has the capacity
for further developments to be
added as and when.

If you need help in downloading
the app, just ask a young person!

Heritage Trails

The five-year land supply

Wiltshire Council is not currently able
to demonstrate a deliverable five-year
housing land supply in accordance with
the minimum local housing need.
Hence, a site being outside of the
settlement boundaries is not a bar to
development.

The government has recognised that
this is a country-wide problem and

intends to address it in forthcoming
legislation.

Cllr Philip Whithead pointed out that
the question would be resolved if
Persimmon were to sign off the S106
agreement for a 2000-home develop-
ment in Trowbridge.

https://tinyurl.com/TrowbridgePlan

https://tinyurl.com/TrowbridgePlan
https://tinyurl.com/TrowbridgePlan


Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum 
A selection of forthcoming events

EXHIBITIONS

Wessex Airscapes: Elevating
Wiltshire

8th July - 15th October 2023

Lest We Forget: Black People’s
Contribution to the World Wars
in Wiltshire

11th November 2023 - 17th
February 2024

EVENTS

ONLINE TALK: Wiltshire manors
and manorial documents

Dr Mark Forrest, Consulting
Archivist and Collections Manager,
and Contributing Editor, Wiltshire
VCH

Wednesday 6 September 2023 at
7.30pm

LECTURE: The Mystery of
Wansdyke

At the Museum, Tuesday 12th
September, at  7.30pm

LECTURE Contemporary art,
aerial photography and the
Wiltshire landscape by Patrick
Dillon

At the Museum, Sunday 1st
October at 2pm

CONFERENCE: Industrial
Archaeology 2023

A one-day conference highlighting
the industrial heritage of Wiltshire,
21st October 2023. Details on
Museum website.

LECTURE: The Story of Edward
Duke and the Amesbury Oliver
by Peter Maggs

Saturday 28th October 2.30pm

ONLINE TALK: Francis Kilvert
and tales of Langley Burrell by
Dr Louise Ryland-Epton,
Contributing Editor, Wiltshire VCH

Wednesday 8th November 2023,
7.30pm

This is an extract from “Six English
Towns” by Alec Clifton-Taylor which
was originally broadcast on the BBC
on 30th September 1984. Do you
agree with his comments about the
castle? Send us your thoughts.

“Wiltshire is a county spurned by
holiday-makers. It has no coastline,
and perhaps too many army training
areas. Everyone seems to pass
through this county on the way to
somewhere else: to Somerset,
perhaps, or Devon, or Cornwall. But
not me: I like Wiltshire very much.

Devizes, which is almost plumb in the
centre, is about 400 feet up on a spur
of the Downs. To the west the land
drops sharply, to yield tremendous
views. In the other direction, on the
chalk uplands above the Vale of
Pewsey, are mile upon mile of fields,
some under the plough, others just
grassland, excellent for grazing sheep.

Devizes: what an odd name! Beloved,
of course, by writers of limericks. It
lines up with sizes, and prizes, and
crops up in many disguises. The
derivation is from the Latin, ad divisas,
which means 'on the boundaries', and
the story of this place starts with the
erection of a castle by one of the
bishops of Salisbury, probably early in
the twelfth century, at the point where
the boundaries of three manors
converged.

That castle, originally of wood, was
rebuilt in stone in 1138, and after
1167 always belonged to the Crown. It
was gradually left to moulder and
decay until, after the bombardment by
Cromwell in 1645, it was finally
dismantled in the following year.

The site is occupied today by a
pantomime re-creation of the Victorian

period. It might have been done for
William Randolph Hearst, but here a
local tradesman got in first.

Some of the windows aspire to be
Norman, others Elizabethan. At certain
points the ornamentation has an
obsessive character. Elsewhere are
genuine Norman bits, built into the
garden walls. At one end is a big drum
tower, and a lookout turret, also
circular.

The castle is well built; part of the
walling is ashlar, part coursed
rubblestone. It is also very well
situated, on top of a motte,
surrounded by the driest of dry moats,
a portion of which is now grazed by
goats. Today there are rather too
many trees and the grounds are a
good deal overgrown, but it is
remarkable to find this large private
house (now divided), in its own
grounds, within five minutes of the
town centre.

The film-set character of the
architecture is perhaps best
appreciated at the entrance gateway,
which has a toy fort aspect that is not
unenjoyable. The coursed masonry,
deliberately bold and rough, is rather
effective. It is some- times described
as rock-faced.

To understand Devizes, one has to
start with the Castle because the town
grew up to serve it, and was planned
in a segment of a circle below and
around it. The remarkable fact is that
after over 800 years this street pattern
still survives virtually intact. The
streets run round in nearly concentric
segments of circles. The ones furthest
away were built first, because the
nearer area was long occupied by the
Castle's outer bailey.”

Devizes Castle
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Metheglyn

Long before Devizes became famous
for its beer with the establishment of
Wadworths in 1875, it was noted for
its production of mead, an alcoholic
drink based on honey. A spiced
variant is known as metheglin, and
the antiquary and natural phil-
osopher John Aubrey (1626-1697)
documented this recipe, which we
found in a National Trust publication
“Wessex – A Literary Celebration” (ed.
Desmond Hawkins).

“To make Metheglyn – (from Mistress
Hatchman. This recipe makes good
Metheglyn; I think as good as the
Devizes). Allow to every quart of
honey a gallon water; and when the
honey is dissolved, trie if it will beare
an egg to the breadth of three pence
above the liquor; or if you will have it
stronger putt in more honey. Then
set it on the fire, and when the froth
comes on the toppe of it, skimme it
cleane; then crack eight or ten hen-
egges and putt in the liquor to cleare
it; two or three handfulls of sweet
bryar; and so much of muscovie, and
sweet marjoram the like quantity;
some doe put sweet cis, or if you
please put in a little of orris root.
Boyle all these until the egges begin
to look black, (these egges may be
enough for a hoggshead,) then
straine it forth through a fine sieve
into a vessell to coole; the next day
tunne it up in a barrell, and when it
hath workt itself cleare, which will be
in about a weeke’s time, stop it up
very close, and if you make it strong
enough, sc. to carry the breadth of a
sixpence, it will keep a yeare. This
receipt is something neer that of Mr
Thom. Piers of the Devizes, the great
Methelgyn-maker. Metheglyn is a
pretty considerable manufacture in
this towne time out of mind. I doe
believe that a quantity of mountain
thyme would be a very proper
ingredient; for it is most wholesome
and fragrant.”

Editor’s note: The Welsh word for
drunk - meddw - is related to medd or
mead. So now you know!

Devizes Heritage Open Day this year
takes place on Saturday 16th
September, and there will be an extra
venue on the list of places to visit as the
Palace Cinema will be opened between
12pm and 4pm.

Visitors will be able to see what
progress has been made on the
ongoing work following the closure of
the bingo hall.

Picturedome, who bought the building
in 2019, have made a major investment
in the Devizes cinema. Although work
has been slow and was not helped by
the pandemic, it will be good to see
that work is still in progress.

Also open this year is the Town Lockup,
the Masonic Hall and St John’s and St
James’ churches. Entry  to Wiltshire
Museum will be free all day.

Devizes Heritage Open Day

On 3 August, Wiltshire Council
launched a new  bus service to connect
rural communities in the Pewsey Vale
area. The first of five new on-demand
and semi-flexible bus services covers
the area west of Pewsey, from Pewsey
to Devizes. Journeys can be booked at
a time to suit the passenger using the
Wiltshire Connect app or by phone.The
service uses modern, accessible, air-
conditioned vehicles that are available
to book between 6am-8pm Monday-
Friday and 7am-7pm on Saturdays.
Rides can be booked up to seven days
ahead and with as little as 30 minutes'
notice on the day, subject to availability.

This first service has been launched at
the same time as the revised 101
service between Pewsey and Devizes,
which is a semi-flexible bus service that
sticks to a planned route and timetable
but can deviate from that route when
there is customer demand to do so.
From September 4th there will also be

a new, semi-flexible route between
Marlborough and Devizes.The council
has worked in partnership with GWR to
highlight the improved connectivity
with Wiltshire Connect and the rail
network at Hungerford, Bedwyn and
Pewsey.

The new services are being funded by a
£1.2m grant from the Government's
Rural Mobility Fund following a
successful bid by the council. All the
services are being run by Salisbury
Reds but feature striking green
Wiltshire Connect branding.

The Wiltshire Connect app is available
to download on Apple and Android
devices, and anyone without access to
a smartphone can call 01225 712900
to book their ride. To find out more
about Wiltshire Connect, including
route maps, go to

www.wiltshireconnect.co.uk

New bus services

www.wiltshireconnect.co.uk

