
 Trust News
As we move ever nearer to the end of
2023, it’s time to review what the Trust
has been up to during the year.

Let’s start with Heritage Open Day which
was held on Saturday 14th September
and which was, without doubt, the best
HOD since we started it in 2013. Our
coup for 2023 was persuading the
owners of the Palace Cinema to open for
the day so that local people could see
how restoration work is progressing.
Although no-one was counting how many
people visited on the day, the general
view is that more than 2000 people
passed through the cinema during the
day! There was a buzz in Devizes all day
and this meant that the other venues who
were taking part had above average
numbers of visitors. The Masons, for
example, welcomed 453 people to the
Masonic Hall and said that it was a
thoroughly positive experience for them.

This year’s speaker at the AGM was
Toby Bartholomew, CEO of Wadworth &
Co. He was able to bring us up to date on
the plans for the move to their new
premises off the London Road although
we weren’t able to find out what will
happen to the old brewery. We also had
an update on the Assize Court project
which continues to move forward,
although a little slower than we would all
wish.

Other less obvious work has gone on
behind the scenes. Much of what the
Trustees do involves discussing and
commenting on planning applications;
attending planning committee meetings;
liaising with the Town Council and local
councillors; participating in local groups
such as the Neighbourhood Plan group,
the Air Quality and Sustainable Transport
Group and the Crammer Project Group;
raising issues on behalf of members; and
generally continuing to stand up for
Devizes as necessary.

We welcome new members who have
joined us during the year but we are
always keen for more people to join the
Trust. If every member managed to
persuade one person to join, then we
would double our membership so please
do what you can.

We look forward to seeing you at our
Christmas Social which is in the Cheese
Hall (downstairs in the Town Hall) on
Thursday 14th December at 7 for
7:30pm.

Philippa Morgan
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We were disappointed but not
surprised to learn that the Planning
Inspector who conducted the appeal
against Wiltshire Council’s refusal of
the Hillworth Road planning
application has decided that the
appeal should be upheld. If the
development goes ahead, this will
mean that 59 dwellings will be built in
an area which the Trust and many local
residents consider to be unsuitable
and inappropriate.

The Planning Inspector’s report
recognised that the scheme would
conflict, in part, with the locational
strategy of the development plan and
result in harm to the character and
appearance of the area.

However, he considered that the
package of benefits that would result
from the development should be given
significant weight in the planning
balance, particularly as the appeal
scheme would deliver new housing,
including affordable units.

As a result, he considered that the
“planning balance indicates that a
decision should be taken other than in
accordance with the development plan
and that the appeal should be allowed”

As in the Coate Road appeal decision,
the Inspector said in his report that
“the lack of a five-year supply of
deliverable housing sites results in the
presumption in favour of sustainable
development.” What he failed to
acknowledge was the change in
Government policy announced on 24
July 2023 that all new homes built will
need to be accepted by the community
“they will need to be beautiful, well-
connected, designed with local people
in mind and be accompanied by the
right community infrastructure and
green space. Communities must have
a say in how and where homes are
built.” It is the Trust’s view that this
should have been taken into account
given the opposition to the application.

Also of interest is the fact that the
Inspector did not award costs to the
developer because Wiltshire Council
had identified harm resulting from the
development which he agreed with to
some extent.

The Trust has written to Cllr Richard
Clewer, Leader of Wiltshire Council
asking him to start the judicial review
process as we believe that there are
flaws in the Inspector’s report. We
await his response.

The site of the development



As part of the Neighbourhood Plan
development, the Trust has been
asked to put together a Design
Guide for Devizes. This will be the
third tier of a set of design guides
starting with the Government’s
National Design Guide which sets
out the characteristics of well-
designed places and demonstrates
what good design means in
practice.

The Wiltshire Design Guide,
currently under consultation, aims
to ensure that new developments,
particularly new housing dev-
elopments, are of a consistent and
high-quality standard of design.

The purpose of the Devizes Central
Area Design Guide is to assist
designers of new development and
alterations to existing fabric to
respond constructively and
creatively to the strong character
and identity of the town, and to
conserve and enhance the
character and appearance of the
Conservation Area, which covers
most of the Central Area.

Of particular interest to the Trust is
the street pattern of Devizes. The
Castle and its circular defensive
works determined the layout of the
early borough, its streets following
the defensive arcs of the outer
works. Its buildings follow the
curved alignment of the streets,
creating curved spaces formed by
continuous built frontages.

I decided that I needed to know
more about this and managed to
obtain a couple of books about
medieval town plans which
revealed more.

In a research report ‘The plans and
topography of medieval towns in

England and Wales’ by MW Barley,
the author writes about Devizes
being a ‘round plan’. He then goes
on to say that “in Devizes, founded
1135 – 39, the market is also semi-
circular with two streets (Northgate
Street and Long Street) leading
from the extremities of the Market
Place and a third street (The
Brittox) leading out eastwards over
the town defences.

“The church of St John lies south of
the market, separate from it and
from Long Street. The pattern was
then repeated with the expansion
of the town beyond the defences;
this possessed its own much
smaller market place with two
streets (New Park Street and Sheep
Street) leading from the extremities
of the market and four streets
radiating from the eastern side.

“The church of St Mary occupies a
burgage plot on the outer side of
Market Street. This sequence of
growth seems to be more
convincing than the suggestion
that the outer semi-circle preceded
the inner one.”

In the Shire Archaeology book
‘Medieval Town Plans’ by Brian Paul
Hindle, the author says that
‘Devizes is a rather curious
example’ (among castle towns)
‘where a town grew around the
castle’s large outer bailey and then
expanded into the bailey when it
was no longer needed’.

Incidentally, for those who weren’t
aware, a burgage plot is usually
characterised as a long walled plot,
garden or yard, behind a building,
the front of which faces one of the
older streets in a town or city with
medieval origins.

Sidmouth Street has recently been dug
up by Wessex Water but, thankfully,
it’s back to normal now. But why is it
called Sidmouth Street?

Before being renamed in 1826, it was
known as Leg o’Mutton Street. Quite
why, no one knows. There were
certainly plenty of butchers there and
also a pub of that name. Whatever the
origin, it was renamed after Viscount
Sidmouth, without question the most
successful Devizes MP.

Born Henry Addington in Reading, his
only connection with Devizes was
through a sister who married into the
Sutton family of South Park.
Addington had a sharp intellect,
having gained a first at Oxford and
significantly, was a childhood friend of
Pitt the Younger. (Addington’s father
had been Lord Chatham’s physician.)

Pitt was keen for his friend to join him
in Parliament and Devizes offered a
strong possibility of a seat, as it so
proved.  Addington’s political career
was impressive. First elected in 1784,
he became Speaker of the House in
1789 and was judged to have
performed this task with exceptional
skill and honesty. In 1801 Pitt
resigned and Addington was
appointed in his place.

These were difficult times. The
Napoleonic Wars were raging, the cost
of war was crippling the nation and
there seemed no short-term solution.
His decision to sign the failed Treaty
of Amiens in 1802 was severely
criticised, but, given the parlous state
of the nation’s finances, it was
probably the best he could do.
Nevertheless he was replaced as PM by
a re-energised Pitt in 1804. He was
then ennobled as Viscount Sidmouth
and appointed Lord Privy Seal, the fifth
of the great offices of State.

His final office was that of Home
Secretary which lasted ten years from
1812 to 1822 and is the longest
continuously serving holder of that
office since it was created in 1782. The
spectre of the French Revolution was
never far away, and Lord Sidmouth
needed to be strong and resolute. So
he proved with the Treason Act and
the Seditious Meetings Act, both
passed in 1817. That same year he
took the major step of suspending
Habeas Corpus.  He was also
ultimately responsible for the
aftermath of the Peterloo Massacre in
1819.

He remained a strong supporter of
both the Crown and law and order
until he died in 1844 at the age of 86
years.

With thanks to the late Tony Sedgwick

’

A sketch of the town’s mediaeval streets



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

A selection of forthcoming events

Exhibitions

Lest We Forget: the Black
Contribution to the World Wars
in Wiltshire

This exhibition aims to respectfully
tell some of the stories and
experiences of the Black
community living and working in
the Armed Forces in Wiltshire
during the World Wars of the 20th
Century

The exhibition runs at Wiltshire
Museum from Saturday 11
November 2023 to Saturday 17
February 2024. Entry to the
exhibition is included in your
admission ticket.

Book Launch and Talk: Walking
the White Horses

Date: Tuesday 5 December

Time: Doors open 6.45 pm for a
7.30 pm start

Tickets: £11 (profits to be split
between author and Wiltshire
Museum)

Next spring’s exhibition “The
Wiltshire Thatcher: a Photographic
Journey through Victorian Wessex”
has attracted considerable media
attention, as it will include the
original photo which was used on
the cover of Led Zeppelin’s fourth
album.

Museum
director
David
Dawson has
been quoted
in various
news items
about the
picture,
which was
taken by

Ernest Farmer in about 1892.

You might be wondering what has
happened to the planning
application for the old hospital
site in New Park Road /
Commercial Road. So are we!

Wiltshire Council has been silent
on this application despite the
fact that the decision deadline
date was the 9th February 2023
and the application was called in
by Cllr Wallis on 23 August 2023.
Because of the inclusion of the
site in the wider Wharf strategy, it
is likely that the application will
be decided by the Strategic
Planning Committee.

The Trust is particularly
concerned about the claim in the
application that the development
can not include any affordable
housing because of the cost of
clearing the site. When we looked
at the Financial Viability
Assessment for the site, all of the
figures had been redacted by
Wiltshire Council planning. This
made it impossible for us to verify
the claim and was also against
planning legislation.

 After a couple of requests to the
planning team, we were able to to
look at the un-redacted version
which did not, in our view,
support the proposition that the
project would not be viable if an

affordable housing component
were included. The Trust’s
comments challenged the
assessment on the grounds that
the comparison sites used for the
FVA were not appropriate and
therefore the figures produced
were not valid.

We have no idea if this is one of
the issues which is holding up the
decision about this application.
What we don't want is for the site
to turn into another Assize Court
where it will fall into disrepair. We
hope that it can be dealt with
quickly with an acceptable
outcome.

The hospital was officially closed
and the gates were locked on 1st
September 2023. Since then, the
grounds of the hospital have
become overgrown and the
buildings are beginning to look
unkempt ∙see picture attached.
This is worrying as the plan is to
re-use the two front buildings as
part of the development.

Any deterioration in the state of
the buildings might well lead the
developers to argue that they are
unfit for re-use and need to be
demolished. We are pressing the
NHS Property Management team
to ensure that the site doesn't
become dilapidated.

One of the hospital buildings facing onto New Park Road.



The Trust's Christmas Social will be held in the Cheese Hall on Thursday, 14th
December 2023, at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm. Refreshments will be
wine, including mulled wine, and non-alcoholic fruit cup accompanied by
home-made mince pies. There will be a short quiz. Trustees will be giving
updates on current topics, such as the Assize Court project. Please come along
and, if possible, bring a friend/potential member!
It would be helpful to know how many people are attending, so please tell
us if you are coming!

Send a text to 07801971591 or email info@trustfordevizes.info
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This picture (above) of the
Market Place from 1929 shows
Lucas’ Drapers shop, formerly
the Castle and Ball Inn and now
Greggs. The Shambles Market
House, as it was known then, is
pretty much unchanged. This
picture came from ‘Devizes in
old picture postcards’ by Pamela
Colman.

The picture below, supplied by
John Girvan, shows the arch
leading to the passageway
alongside the Shambles.

If, like me, you like to look at historic
photographs of Devizes, I have
recently discovered a couple of
websites where you can view photos
taken from the air.

After our recent evening out in what is
now Wiltshire Shooting centre in the
old railway tunnel off Station Road, I
was keen to find out where the tunnel
began and ended. By looking at one of
the photographs of Devizes on the
‘Britain from Above’ website
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk,
I was able to zoom in on the high
quality picture (above) taken in 1948
which allowed me to see exactly where
the tunnel was located.

The Devizes pictures on this website
are all fascinating and give a real
insight into how much Devizes has
changed and how much it has stayed
the same. You will have to enrol on the
website, but it is free and you can
download pictures. Higher-definition
versions of the photos are available
for a modest fee.

For more up to date aerial photos, you
can go to the Historic England Aerial
Photo Explorer:

https://tinyurl.com/aerial-pics.

If you don’t have access to the
internet, you can go to the library or
ask a friend or family member for help.

Devizes in 1948, showing the Castle, Market Place and station
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