
 Trust News
2023 was another busy year for the
Trust with planning issues taking up
much of our time and effort. We
reviewed over 130 planning
applications and objected to those
which we felt would be inappropriate
or outside planning rules. We were
disappointed that the applications
for sites on Coate Road and Hillworth
Road were approved for development
by the Planning Inspectorate
following rejections by Wiltshire
Council. As you will read elsewhere in
this edition, the Government has now
altered the planning rules which
allowed these developments to go
ahead.

The Assize Court project is moving
along nicely. Development funding
of £300,748 has been awarded by
The National Lottery Heritage Fund
to help Wiltshire Museum, working
closely with the Devizes Assize Court
Trust, to progress plans for the
project before applying for a full
National Lottery grant in 2025. If
successful, work would start on the
Assize Court building in three or four
years’ time, with a target opening
date of 2030. A key part of the work
over the next two years will be to
raise the significant additional
funding required to complete the
project through applications to trusts
and foundations and in securing
philanthropic support.

Heritage Open Day in 2023 was
extremely successful with very high
numbers of people visiting the
cinema, the Masonic Hall, the town
lockup and St Mary’s, St John’s and St
James churches. It’s going to be hard
to beat in 2024 but we’ll try our best.

We held a Christmas Social in
December which was reasonably well
attended although we would always
welcome more members. Our next
open meeting will be the AGM on
Thursday 21st March at 19:30 in the
Cheese Hall at the Town Hall. Please
come along if you can.

Best wishes for 2024!

Philippa Morgan
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As well as strong winds and heavy rain,
January has brought with it the next
stages in two major developments in the
centre of Devizes. As always seems to be
the case, the applications must to be
reviewed quickly with mountains of
documents to be read and understood.

Following the public consultation in
2023, a planning application has been
submitted for the site next to the Brewery
and the application for development of
the old hospital on New Park Road is
going in front of the Eastern Planning
Committee.

The Trust has a strong interest in both
these applications, which will change the
appearance of Devizes as well as creating
between them about 180 new dwellings.
Their construction will also cause
considerable disruption to nearby
residents and local traffic.

The Trust made it clear during the
consultation stage of both developments
that we were unhappy with the lack of
affordable housing. Wiltshire Council’s
Core Planning Policy 43 requires
affordable housing provision on sites
over 4 dwellings to be 30% affordable.

On the Hospital site, Wiltshire Council’s
Affordable Homes Officer agreed with us
that 30% of the development should be
affordable, comprising 10 homes for
affordable rent, 3 homes for shared
ownership and 4 as first homes.

However, the applicants of both of these
developments have made the case that
the cost of clearing the sites, both

brownfield, means that they cannot
afford to provide any affordable houses.

In June 2023, the Parliamentary
Environment Select Committee (ESC)
asked a task group to review how well the
current housing allocations policy was
working in Wiltshire. The group reported
to the ESC in November 2023. Their
report showed that, as of August 2023,
there were 4,294 applicants on Wiltshire's
housing register and only 1,332 suitable
properties.

Devizes has 248 people on the register,
with the bulk of the remainder spread
across the main urban towns in the
county.

One argument being put forward for
these developments to go ahead is that if
planning permission is refused, both sites
are likely to deteriorate.

We all fear that another ‘Assize Court
problem’ will happen if these empty sites
are left unused for years. We also
recognise the housing problems, and
know that they are not going to be helped
by these developments.

We wonder what plans WC has for more
public housing in Devizes. The proposal
to build council houses in a field off Caen
Hill was withdrawn following the local
consulation. Maybe there is a case for
Wiltshire Council working together with
the private sector on one or other of these
sites to provide a mix of private and
public sector housing.

Let us know your thoughts on this.

The developer’s plans for the Brewery Wharf site



Devizes has had a weekly market ever
since the 13th century - it is first
mentioned in the national archives in
1228 - and it has been held on
Thursday, possibly for all that time,
certainly since 1609. Originally its site
was the wide space to the south of St
Mary's Church; later, the shrinkage of
the Castle led to the market spilling
over into what had been its outer
bailey, which then became known as
the New Port (’Port' meaning market-
place), and has kept its rôle to the
present day.

The New Port was already being used
by 1378, but the Old Port continued in
use as well, and when, in 1567, the
Crown granted permission for a second
weekly market, it was to be held there,
and on Mondays. This market
continued in the Old Port until  early in
the 19th century, and explains the
names of Monday Market Street and
Maryport Street, created by the in-
filling of part of the old market area,
which had occurred by the end of the
16th century.

The Borough minutes of 1574 show
trade divided between the two market-
places, the Mayor and burgesses
licensing 28 butchers to trade in them,
and appointing two chandlers, one to
have the tallow from the old market
and one from the new. A market cross
once stood at the corner of Monday
Market Street, and was probably a
familiar feature in the 16th century,
though by 1759 its site was marked
only by the 'Cross Tree', shown on a
map of that date.

In the markets of the 1560s, the Mayor
and burgesses, through the bailiffs,
allotted pitches to the different
tradesmen, and profited from the tolls
they paid. In the language of John
Kent's slightly later Book of
Constitutions, they were 'to place and

sett there bothes, stalles and standings
in such sort and manner as herefore of
long time hath been used and
accustomed', giving first priority to the
burgesses and other inhabitants of the
town, and then accommodating 'other
foreyners and strangers according to
their calling and antiquity'.

Precise areas were allotted to different
commodities. The most important at
this date were corn, wool, and yarn.
Both townsmen and 'strangers' might
sell these, and also food and cattle; but
cloth (unless home-made) and all other
commodities were only to be sold by
townsmen. Leland, writing about 1540,
described the town as 'most occupied
by clothiers', and observed that its
beauty was 'all in one strete', referring
presumably to the stretch from the
North Gate through the new market-
place to St John's Church and Long
Street.

Corn was being marketed in the New
Port by this time, and the centre of
activity was the Corn Cross, near the
site of the present market cross. There
were also a Butter Cross and a Cheese
Cross (locations unknown), but the old
Yarn Cross had recently been replaced
by a Yarn Hall, sited where the present
Town Hall stands. The Fish Market and
Rudder Market (for cattle) were also in
the New Port, and meat was sold in the
New Shambles in Short Street. There
were Tanners' Standings, probably on
the site of the later Tanners' Market,
north of the present Town Hall.

So when you go to the market on a
Thursday to get your vegetables,
cheese, eggs and bacon, you will be
carrying on with a tradition which has
(probably) been going on for nearly
800 years. That’s quite something!

An excerpt from “The Book Of Devizes”
by Edward Bradby

In December, the Government
published its long-awaited revisions
to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), following a year-
long process of consultation changes
to planning policy.

The Government’s intention with
these changes is to increase the
delivery of new housing, by giving
local planning authorities a strong
incentive to update their Local Plans.

The updated policy states that local
planning authorities will not now
need to continually demonstrate a
deliverable five-year housing land
supply, as long as their adopted plan
is less than five years old, and that it
has identified at least a five year
supply of specific, deliverable sites at
the time that its examination
concluded.

It’s a shame that this was not
introduced sooner, as the Coate
Road and Hillworth Road
applications would not have gone
ahead. But it does mean that, in
future, unwanted developments are
much less likely to be allowed.

Another change of policy requires
local authorities to give significant
weight to energy efficiency and low
carbon heating improvements
through adaptation of buildings
when determining planning
applications,. This represents a
strong in-principle policy support for
energy efficiency.

Of particular interest to the Trust is
that ‘beauty’ now features heavily as
a consideration across all policies.
However the NPPF itself does not
include substantial detail on how to
assess beauty; this exercise will
primarily be the role of design codes.

Wiltshire’s Draft Local Plan includes
new policies on Sustainable
Construction and Low Carbon Energy
and Renewable Energy.  Once the
final version of the Local Plan is
issued, it will be possible to include
the installation of solar panels in
requirements for new developments.

All of this means that the latest
version of the Devizes Neigh-
bourhood Plan will need to take
account of the changes at national
and local level. Hopefully, this Plan
will be out for consultation during
2024.



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

A selection of forthcoming events

Archaeology in Wiltshire
Conference 2024

17th March 2024, 10:00 am -
5:00 pm Devizes Corn Exchange

A Talk by Peter Martindale on
the newly discovered wall
paintings in St Mary, Alton
Barnes, Wiltshire

20th March 2024, 7:00 pm - 9:00
pm, Coronation Hall, Alton
Barnes, SN8 4LB.

Day course: Stone Carving with
Andrew Ziminski

19th April 2024, 10:30 am - 4:00
pm, Lecture Hall, Wiltshire
Museum

ONLINE TALK: The Story of
Clouds House: From a Palace of
Art to a Home for Waifs and
Strays

24th April 2024, 7:30 pm - 9:00
pm

ONLINE TALK: Recent Research
on Clarendon Park

26th June 2024,  7:30 pm - 9:00
pm

ONLINE TALK: Wiltshire
Pastimes: An Historical Look at
Sport and Recreation in
Wiltshire

25th September 2024, 7:30 pm -
9:00 pm

ONLINE TALK: Murder by
Witchcraft

23rd October 2024, 7:30 pm -
9:00 pm

For more information, go to
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/events/

This is the first in an occasional
series about the history of Devizes in
Parliament The period covered here
is 1295– 1450.

Devizes was first represented in
Parliament in 1295, and thereafter is
known to have been required to
send Members to almost half the
Parliaments meeting before 1332.

It was not until the reign of Richard
II that burgesses from Devizes made
regular appearances in the
Commons; certainly in eight of the
13 Parliaments which met between
1377 (Oct.) and 1386 the borough
was fully represented. Very little is
known about the conduct of the
elections but by 1453, the electors
were the mayor and burgesses.

As might be expected in a town
which was, at the time, largely
dependent on the production and
sale of cloth, many of the 12 MPs
whose occupations are recorded
during the period dealt in this
commodity: William Coventre I,
Robert Chandler II, Henry Webbe and
William Salter were all weavers; John
Peyntour was a dyer, and John
Coventre I and William Coventre III
were wealthy clothiers.

The Coventres were enterprising
enough to establish regular trading
links with London and Southampton.
Richard Cardmaker and William
Spicer, known only as ‘merchants’
also probably sold cloth. Of the
remaining townsmen, Richard Gobet
was a butcher and general victualler,
and John Tapener a shoemaker.

Robert Tyndale was out of the
ordinary: a servant in one or other of
the royal households, he apparently
specialised in the care of bedding
and clothing, for at the time of his
elections for Devizes he was
employed as yeoman of Queen
Joan’s beds and robes. His
connexion with Devizes as keeper of
the royal park there incidentally
involved him in occasional work of
repair at the castle, and, of course,
he had to look after the park’s
enclosures.

Besides Tyndale, only four Members
served the Crown beyond the

confines of the borough. John
Coventre I, Thomas Coventre II and
Robert Chandler II all officiated as
collectors of parliamentary subsidies
in the county at large.

Few of the Devizes MPs owned land
outside the borough or beyond its
surrounding villages. One
exception, however, was Richard
Litelcote who acquired holdings at
Orcheston and Homington, and
Robert Tyndale derived an income
from crown estates as far away as
Yorkshire and Essex.

During the period under
consideration, then, Devizes was all
but exclusively represented in
Parliament by resident burgesses.
Such men sat on at least 41 of a
possible 46 occasions. Unlike most
of the other Wiltshire boroughs,
Devizes did not return members of
the shire gentry and local lawyers. In
fact, most of those elected in the
early part of the period were
tradesmen of no more than local
importance.

However, as will have been
gathered, when the town grew richer
with the expansion of the cloth
trade, its representatives came to be
men of greater consequence,
certainly more well to do. This
development is exemplified in the
rise of the Coventre family: in 1379
William Coventre I, a weaver, paid no
more than 6d. towards the poll tax;
by 1427 his son, John I, was able to
dispose of 300 lengths of cloth in
one sale, and between 1440 and
1443 John junior and William III dealt
in consignments worth more than
£2,000.

In the early years of Henry VI’s reign,
between 1422 and 1430, Devizes
continued to return local men to
Parliament, representation during
this period being quite dominated
by members of the Coventre family.
But thereafter outsiders (not only
from various parts of Wiltshire but
also from far away) began to be
elected with increasing frequency,
and such men were to sit on 13 out
of a possible 20 occasions between
1431 and 1450.

For more information, go to http://tinyurl.com/DevizesParliament

https://www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/events/


The Trust’s AGM will be held this year on Thursday 17 March in the
Cheese Hall, Town Hall, Devizes, at 7pm for 7:30.
Please come along to hear about what the Trust has done during the
year and listen to our guest speaker talk about the North Wessex
Downs Visual Impact Provision project which will remove 17 pylons
from the area close to the AONB.
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Just as I was giving up hope that
Wiltshire Council would be doing
something about the
deteriorating state of the Grade II
listed former inn, it was pointed
out to me that the building has
gone up for sale.

Within seconds, I was on the
Zoopla website, and there it was
under ‘Land for Sale’ - ‘A
fantastic development
opportunity in the heart of
Devizes with planning
permission for 8 x 1&2 bed
apartments.’  And only £340,000!

The current owners bought the
building at auction for £200,000
on 21 November 2019, and have
done almost no work since then
although the estate agents say
that ‘The building work has
commenced, with the strip out
largely completed.’

 They also point out that ‘There
has been some deterioration in
the property since these photos
were taken.’

I sent a quick e-mail to the
planning officer to advise him of
the change of circumstances. I
await further developments!

See the posting here:
http://tinyurl.com/RoyalOak24

Although prisoner of war camps became a
feature of the British landscape between
1942 and 1948, eventually totalling around
1500 camps and hostels and housing over
500,000 men, they have attracted little
attention as geographical phenomena.
Today most of the contemporary camp
records have been lost or culled, and the
generation responsible for, or confined in
them up to 1948 is dying out. Nonetheless,
the public and private records, are
probably still sufficient to "rescue" the
historical geographies of many of these
transient settlements before they become
the preserve of military archeologists. This
aspect of military geography remains a
challenging, if currently neglected, field for
future research.
Devizes had Camp No 23 which was on
the site of the former Wiltshire Council
works depot, off the Horton Road. 30 huts,
known as Romney Huts, were erected

there in 1944 and three of those still
remain. Romney huts were a larger
version of the Nissen Huts and each one
could accommodate up to 700 prisoners.
They slept in three tier wooden bunk beds
laid out in rows on the concrete floors. Not
exactly luxury living! The camp was guided
by the 5th Polish Guard Company and
prisoners would arrive from France by train.
Now that the works depot is no longer in
use, it seems likely that the remaining
Romney Huts will be demolished and
another part of the history of Devizes will
disappear. Trustees are currently mulling
over whether we should propose that one
of the huts should be left as a memorial to
the contribution of Devizes to the war effort.
For more information about Devizes in the
World Wars, John Girvan’s book ‘Doing
Time in Devizes’ is available on eBay or
from the author.

Devizes’ remaining Romney huts
photo: John Girvan

We were sorry to hear that Trust
Member Betty Etheridge passed
away at the end of last year.

Her daughter Lyn said “She and
my dad were founding members
of the Trust and although no
longer an active member she still
enjoyed the newsletter”. She will
be missed.

Betty Etheridge

http://tinyurl.com/RoyalOak24

