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The excitement of the election of a
new Government is always short
lived. Deputy Prime Minister,
Angela  Rayner unveiled the
Government’s new housebuilding
programme within days of being in
power. As well as the ambitious
housing targets, the government is
proposing major changes in the
planning  process. This  will
undoubtedly have an impact on
Devizes and we need to be
prepared to scrutinise and
comment on the proposed changes.
Be reassured that this is in hand.

At long last, Wiltshire Council is
consulting on the need for a Public
Spaces Protection Order (PSPO)
which will enable police officers to
deal with street drinking and anti-
social behaviour. Hopefully, the
Order will be in place within the
next few months and we will see it
used effectively to deal with the
current bad behaviour in the Market
Place.

The Trust has ventured slightly
outside its normal policy of
commenting only on planning
applications which affect Devizes
town. But we are concerned that the
planning application for a solar
farm on One Tree Hill will have a
major and unnecessary impact on
the ‘gap’ between Devizes and
Potterne.

The Trust is concerned that the
proposal is exceptionally intrusive
in the landscape and countryside,
causing visual impacts that would
not commonly arise in the general
run of landscape and countryside. It
will therefore cause harm to an
unusual and unnecessary extent;
solar generation in England could
be expanded by orders of
magnitude before it became
necessary to build them on hilltops
and skylines. The application has
attracted hundreds of comments
opposing the development and
hopefully will be refused by
Wiltshire Council.

Changes to the Planning System

Far-reaching reforms could have a major impact

One of several “development opportunities” in Devizes

The Government is proposing changes to
the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF). The consultation runs until 24th
September. Below is a brief outline of
what is being proposed.

The Government is committed to creating
1.5 million homes over the course of the
next Parliament. This should amount to
300,000 homes per vyear. However,
because it will take about a year to put the
changes in place, this effectively means
that, for this target to be reached, about
372,000 houses a year will need to be
built by between 2025 and 2029.

The Government is proposing to change
the methodology used to calculate the
housing targets for local authorities. As
far as Wiltshire is concerned, the
proposed method of calculation will mean
that 23,385 houses will need to be built
in the 15-year Local Plan period to 2038,
an increase of 81% on the current figures.

The 5-Year Housing Land Supply require-
ment is to be reinstated. This is bad news
for Devizes, as it could mean that
developers will be able to build on sites
which are not in the Neighbourhood Plan,
as as happened with the Coate Road
development.

In a recent webinar, Cllr Richard Clewer,
leader of Wiltshire Council, acknowledged
that “many” of the proposed changes
were beneficial but he said that reverting
back to a 5-year land supply model would

damage “our ability to build communities
and not just have cookie cutter estates
imposed upon us.”

We support the proposal that there is a
“need to improve the provision and
modernisation of key public services
infrastructure such as hospitals and
criminal justice facilities”. The
Government proposes to make it clear
that significant weight should be placed
on the importance of facilitating new,
expanded, or upgraded public service
infrastructure when considering
proposals for development.

An issue which the Government has not

yet tackled is the link between the
proposal for an increase in house
building with the national transport

policy. Unless there is a major change to
the approach to transport policy making,
proposals in the NPPF may fail.

We have seen in Devizes that more
houses will bring more cars and increase
traffic density. Current policy means that
there is no link between increased
housing and the need to improve public
transport links.

If you would like to comment on the
consultation, can we suggest that you
focus on a few relevant questions as there
are 106 in all!

This is the link:
https://tinyurl.com/planref2024



Wiltshire  Council has recently
consulted on the introduction of a
Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO)
in Devizes. PSPOs create legal powers
to help authorities address specific
antisocial behaviour issues that are
having a detrimental effect on the
quality of life for those in the local
community. The previous Order lapsed
and, somehow, was not renewed at the
time.

The Order will prohibit the drinking of
alcohol or having open containers of
alcohol in restricted area and will
enable officers to seize alcohol. It will
also tackle antisocial behaviour caused
by groups of people, with the
proposed order enabling police
officers to require groups to disperse
and not return to the restricted area for
up to 48 hours.

These issues have been persistently
witnessed by the police, CCTV
operators, people and business in
Devizes in the past 18 months. Anyone
found to be in breach of the order
could also be issued with a Fixed
Penalty Notice of £100.

The Trust has responded to the
consultation by strongly agreeing that
the order is needed. Our comments
were as follows:

‘We have received complaints from
members and residents about the
inappropriate behaviour by street
drinkers. We are concerned about the
gatherings that take place around the
Market Cross and the fountain which
are important and historic monuments
in Devizes Market Place.

Hard core drinkers should be offered
remedial treatment. There is a danger
that young people will get drawn into
this behaviour. Drug taking and selling
is also a problem in Devizes which
needs to be addressed by the Police.’

Lavington & Devizes Motor Services

This article is based on ‘Lavington &
Devizes Motor Services’ by Laurie
James

I am always delighted when | learn
something new about Devizes and
its history. My latest find is a book
which traces the foundation of the
L&DMS in 1920 and follows its ups
and downs until its submersion into
the Tilling Group in 1937.

Once it was established in 1920, the
L&DMS  quickly established a
network of buses covering a large
part of central and west Wiltshire
from Market Lavington via Devizes
to Bath, from Devizes to Salisbury via
Market Lavington and from Devizes
to Pewsey.

The firm’s founder was Fred Sayer -
there is a plea in the book for any
surviving descendants of Fred to
make themselves known - who had
been driving buses since the mid-
1900s and also had the mechanical
skills needed to keep the buses on
the road.

But Fred also had plenty of business
acumen and recognised that post
WWI, people were anxious to make
more out of life. This included
travelling for pleasure as well as
locally to the weekly markets.

There was fierce rivalry amongst bus
operators to get a piece of this and
the National Omnibus & Transport
Co made its first incursion into
Wiltshire in 1921, establishing
service in West Wiltshire. Wilts &
Dorset were vying with Bristol
Tramways to grab central and
eastern Wiltshire but Fred managed
to step in while the larger companies
argued about who owned what.

Within two years, his business had
grown considerably, including the
provision of services that went from
the territory of one of the bigger
operators into the territory of
another.

By 1931, the L&DMS were running
services from Devizes to Pewsey;
Devizes to Salisbury via the
Lavingtons; Market Lavington to
Bath via Devizes; and Market
Lavington to Devizes via Potterne
and Great Cheverell. Most of these

routes will be familiar with today’s
bus users as they are more or less
the same as the current bus routes.

Such was Fred’s success that in
1930, the Great Western Railway
offered £22,000 to take over the
business although this was refused.

However, in 1932, the company was
bought out by the Bath Tramway
Motors Co Ltd and Fred Sayers and
the Chivers brothers who were by
then directors all resigned. The
services continued pretty much as
they were.

But in 1936, The Bristol Tramways &
Carriage Co Ltd bought out the Bath
company and its subsidiaries. On 31
March 1937, the L&DMS was wound

up at an extraordinary general
meeting and liquidators were
appointed. Only three of the

seventeen buses licensed to the
L&DMS survived beyond 1937.
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Pictured is the cover used for the
combined BTMC and L&DMS
timetable booklet in 1935.

This is a very short summary of the
history of the L&DMS. For more
information, visit the Market
Lavington Museum:

https://marketlavingtonmuseum.org.uk/



https://marketlavingtonmuseum.org.uk/

Restoration is making progress

The Assize Courts

The Assize Court project is moving
forward and an outline Planning
Application will be made to Wiltshire
Council within the next few weeks.
Once this has been approved, the
Project will move to the next stage
which will involve applications for
funding.

Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural
History Society (WANHS) has recently
published a booklet ‘Voices from the
Devizes Assize Court’. The book
captures the memories of more than
20 people who worked at or appeared
at the Court and is based on over 20
hours of oral history.

It’s difficult for us to imagine how
busy the Assize Court was but Terry
Gaylard, former reporter at the
Gazette & Herald, remembered that
“Sometimes there were two courts
sitting at the same time with a
chairman and a set of magistrates.

The Magistrates Courts sat on a
Monday and Wednesday. There were
also special courts and the wonderful
Devizes Borough Quarter Sessions
before the Recorder of the town, a
judge. And it was the borough Police
Station. So you can imagine it was
quite a hive of activity”.

Several Trust members provided
memories of their time at the Court.
Sally McClelland worked there as a
probation officer. She said “If
anybody was sent to prison, the
probation officer always went down
to the cells to see them there. All cells
tend to be underneath the court and
they’re all pretty dingy places”.

Sally also recalled “Whether or not
there were any of my clients, | was
expected to attend the court in case |
was required. So every Monday, |
would be at the court with press
people like Terry Gaylard and Leslie
Faulks who worked at the Gazette &
Herald.”

The Last Assize: Mr Justice McKenna’s pro-
cession leaves St John’s Church after the
traditional service at the opening of the
Last Assize to be held in Devizes, 8 October
1971

The last Assizes was in 1971 and with
it went the tradition and ceremony.
The Magistrate’s Court at
Chippenham (now the site of a Lidl
store) had opened, and Devizes’
defendants and solicitors had to
make their way to Chippenham or
Swindon.

John Girvan remembered the Open
Day in January 1985 “Crowds of
people turned up because the public
had always been interested, curious
to see inside the Assize Courts. It was
complete then, all the panelling was
complete and the judge’s throne.”

By the time Wiltshire Museum moves
to the Assize Court, it will be almost
60 years since it closed. We can’t
wait!

‘Voices from the Devizes Assize
Court’ is £4.99 from Wiltshire
Museum.

Contribute to Trust News!

Do you have any memories of the
Assize Courts, or of Devizes in
times gone by? Perhaps you have
a question for one of our experts.

Trust News is always looking for
our

interesting articles about

town.

Contact the editor by email, or at

the address on page 4.

A selection of forthcoming events

WALK: Ranscombe Bottom and
Morgan’s Hill - a Hidden Wiltshire
walk
Sunday 8th September 2024, 2pm
start

OUTING: Stonehenge Landscape
Walks - 2024
Wednesday 18 September 2024,
1:30pm start

DAY COURSE: Stone Carving with
Andrew Ziminski

Saturday 21 September, Sunday 22
September, 10.30 am to 4 pm

ONLINE TALK: Wiltshire Pastimes:
An Historical Look at Sport and
Recreation in Wiltshire

25th September 2024, 7:30 pm -
9:00 pm

What the Stonehenge Builders
Ate, 27th September 2024, 5:00
pm - 7:00 pm

Dale Serjeantson, Visiting Fellow at
the University of Southampton,
tells and shows us what recent
excavations have revealed about
the diet of the people who built,
and feasted, there.

In association with the Devizes
Food and Drink Festival. Book
through the festival website:
https://tinyurl.com/MuseumFDF

TOUR: Behind the Scenes at
Wiltshire Museum, Saturday 5th
October, 2pm

ONLINE TALK: Murder by
Witchcraft 23rd October 2024,
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

CONFERENCE: White Horses,
Badges & Giants: Hill figures of
Southern England, Saturday 9
November 2024, 10am-5pm:
Devizes Town Hall

Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections
database online

www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk



https://tinyurl.com/MuseumFDF

Devizes Town Council have been
working with PKA Architects to
produce concept plans for the
Shambles indoor market to
enhance the building for the next
generation of market traders and
shoppers.

The new concept plans for the
Shambles are designed to

- encourage business enterprise,
- support community events,

- be a safe and welcoming space
alongside any food and beverage
offerings,

- actively promote the town as a
great place to visit.

Find out more and have your say
online

https://www.devizes-
tc.gov.uk/shambles-design-concept-

plans/

Devizes

www.trustfordevizes.info

Devizes Heritage Open Day will be on Saturday 14th September. We are
pleased to announce that the Palace Cinema will be opening again this year.

Work on the cinema has slowed down in the last few months, but the owner’s
commitment to the redevelopment remains steadfast. There is, at the
moment, no date for the cinema’s opening but a good attendance on the day
will show that the community is very keen for the cinema to re-open.

Full details of the day are available online, or in leaflets from Wiltshire Museum
and Devizes Books.

http://www.trustfordevizes.info/news/heritage_open_day_2024a

Sir Ernest Shackleton in Devizes

A national hero’s connection to our town

Two of the magic lantern slides courtesy John Girvan

John Girvan reports that he has Magic lantern projector.
discovered in his collection a series of “The Endurance’ wreck was found in

glass Magic Lantern slides illustrating 2022 in the Weddell sea. south of the

Sir  Ernest  Shackleton’s ill-fated Atlantic Ocean and east of the
Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition in Antarctic Peninsula
1914. .

Sir Ernest lived for about a year,
probably 1913, at Braeside House in
Devizes where one of his sledges from
his polar expedition hung on the wall
in the hall. Unfortunately it has now
vanished.

The coloured glass slides show in
graphic detail when his ship ‘The
Endurance’ became trapped in ice,
eventually breaking up. His crew
carried on with dog sledges in the
snow over the ice for 20 months. They
were all eventually rescued without When Shackleton left for his
loss of life after Shackleton made an expedition to the Antarctic, the house

epic 800-mile voyage to seek help. was loaned for use as a military
hospital. When Braeside was used by

Devizes Grammar School, the name
Shackleton was used as a house name
and was also the name of the research
library room.

lllustrations of ‘Endurance’ laden with
ice and crew members are shown
preparing their sledges for the long
hard trek ahead. The slides document
this expedition to be shown with a
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