rust News FUEMES

Issue 178 - November 2024

As | write this, we are all still shocked
and saddened by the fire which
devastated the Kebab House in 2

Northgate Street, Devizes. The
building is Grade Il listed and is in the
middle of a terrace of listed

properties in Northgate Street.

The building has been handed over
from the fire brigade to building
control whose next job will be to
establish if the building is structurally
sound. It was very fortunate that none
of the occupants were physically
affected by the fire but many of them
have lost all of their possessions and
their homes. There is a GoFundMe
page where you can contribute
towards helping them get back on
their feet:

https://tinyurl.com/DevizesKebabFire

The Trust has made further
comments on the plans for the
development of the Wadworth
Brewery site. We are particularly
concerned to ensure that the edge of
the development is consistent with
the curve which is characteristic of
New Park Street as it sweeps towards
the old brewery.

Under the current plans, we think that
this has not been given sufficient
consideration. We are also concerned
about the number of car parking
spaces within the public area and
have suggested that some changes
are needed. We are pleased to report
that the developers are now
proposing to provide 8 affordable
houses. Not as many as there should
be, but better than none at all.

| can at last report that the former
Royal Oak in New Park Street has
been sold and that the new owners
are very keen to get started on the
development once they have been
given the go-ahead. | am still
sceptical that this will ever happen
and will continue to press Wiltshire
Council to ensure that the building is
treated with the respect that it
deserves.

| hope that you will be able to come
to our Christmas Social which will be
at the Cheese Hall on Wednesday
11th December. We are looking
forward to seeing you then.

The Coate Road Development

The saga continues

The plan of the Coate Road development, with the Canal on the northern edge

After the disappointment of the Coate
Road development being approved on
appeal in May 2023, we are now at the
next stage of the process. The
developers have submitted detailed
plans for the development covering:
access, the appearance of the
development, landscaping, layout and
scale. The Trust has considered the
plans and is objecting to a number of
aspects of the proposals.

In the Trust’s view, the proposed layout
conflicts with the National and Wiltshire
Design Guides in two main respects.

The first concerns the identity. The
Wiltshire Design Guide refers to the
Kennet & Avon Canal as an attractive
canal corridor, and expects nhew
developments to value its presence.
These proposals conspicuously fail to do
so, and largely ignore the presence of
the canal all along the northern
boundary of the site.

At the outline stage, we suggested that
this objective could be achieved by
construction of a pedestrian/cycle
bridge, which would also provide
foot/cycle access to services on the
northern side of the «canal. This

suggestion was ignored but it appears to
us to fall within the scope of the matters
reserved by the appeal decision (access,
appearance and layout).

The second point of disagreement
concerns the built form of the site. The
Wiltshire Design  Guide  expects
development to aim for perimeter blocks
where the edges of all streets and spaces
are defined by building frontages. But
the proposed Main Street in the
development is dominated by serried
ranks of parking spaces between the
street and the building frontages. The
result of this would be that the Main
Street would appear less as a street and
more as a series of car parks. There is
evidence of this happening on other
recent developments. The alternative is
to provide blocks of spaces away from
the line of houses.

We are aware that most new housing
developments are put together from
templates. The Trust’s role is to make
the point, wherever we can, that more
thought should be given to how these
developments harmonise with local
features and landscapes. We will
continue to make this point in the hope
that our voice will be heard.



Civic Pride

The Public
| Buildings of
» Wiltshire

A new publication from The
Wiltshire Buildings Record is Civic
Pride, a fascinating, historical
gazetteer of the county’s public
buildings. There are over 300
buildings described; town halls,
libraries, market halls, police
stations and law courts, even
swimming pools.

The book is very well illustrated
and, as one would hope, Devizes is
well represented. The author,
James Holden, is an editor with the
Victoria County History series and
an authority on the history of the
county.

The book is set to become an
important new reference work on
the buildings of the county.

It is available directly from The
Wiltshire Buildings Record at the
History Centre in Chippenham or to
order from your local bookshop. It
costs £20.

Swimming in Devizes

Devizes Swimming pool in 1957

Devizes Swimming Club was formed in
June 1896, meeting at the “Bathing
Place’ which was actually in the Kennet
and Avon canal behind St Peter’s
Church (between locks 48 and 49).

The boundary of the pool, a pound of
the canal, was made of corrugated
iron sheets above the water with wire
netting below, allowing the flow of the
water and an interesting collection of
native canal-life such as leeches.

There used to be two diving boards
and about a dozen changing rooms on
the side. The bathers soon learned to
swim very quickly - standing in the
mud for any time allowed black water
slugs the opportunity of attaching
themselves to any unsuspecting feet.

The spectators at the club’s first
aquatic gala in July 1896 witnessed an
attractive programme of events that
included swimming under water,
springboard diving and diving from
the stage. By 1933, concerns about
the cleanliness and safety of the water
were raised, which promoted moves to
find an alternative swimming pool.

Various ideas were considered, but it
wasn’t until Lord Roundway donated a

site in Colston Road, Rotherstone that
the dream of a lido became a reality in
1936. It cost £3500 and at the time
was considered to be one of the best
and most up-to-date in the west
country.

During the war years, the pool area
was used for many important activities
such as gas cleansing, the Red Cross,
a vaccination centre and a first aid
post. Temporary changing rooms
were also put to good use when the
de-lousing regulations were brought
in.

Swimming became increasingly
popular with the Devizes public, and
by August 1955, all previous yearly
attendance records were exceeded
with a total of 38,944 visitors.

Changes in the 1960s saw the removal
of the diving board as it was declared
as unsafe. In 1969, the pool was

heated which increased the
membership. The pool closed in
September 1989.

Photograph by the late Dean
Masterman, courtesy of Devizes
Heritage

Good news for bus users

We were delighted to see that there
have been changes to the 49 bus
timetable which result in a half- hourly
service between Devizes, Swindon and
Trowbridge.

There is also an improved service on
Sunday which allows passengers to
travel to Trowbridge, a trip that was

impossible until September when the
new timetable started. We have been
pressing for these changes for some
years and welcome their introduction.

For more information collect a
timetable from the library or go to

https://tinyurl.com/49Devizes


https://tinyurl.com/49Devizes

Let’s go to the flicks!

Trust member Barbara Fuller remembers

2

The Regal Cinema in the 50s. Below, the interior of The Palace

I’'ve lived in Devizes since November
1952 when my father, W S (Bill) Bobby,
was appointed Manager of the Regal
Cinema. The site is now occupied by the
Chantry Court flats next to the Castle
Hotel. The other cinema in Devizes, the
Palace, is closed at the moment,
undergoing extensive refurbishment.

Seat prices in the 1950s were between
10d (equivaletnt to about £4.30 in
today’s money) and 2s 9d (£6) and by
1953 they had gone up to between 1s 1d
(£2.10) and 3s 1d (£6.80).

When the Regal closed in 1959, there was
a suggestion by the Mayor of Devizes that
it could become an arts centre, but the
Town Council turned it down because of
the £40,000 cost.

My dad was then appointed manager of
the Palace Cinema in Devizes Market
Place.

When built in 1912 it was originally called
the Electric Picture Palace. The first
‘talkie’ was shown in 1930 and it was
called ‘The Gold Diggers of Broadway’.

There was a devastating fire in 1933
when everything was destroyed except
the frontage. It was restored by W E
Chivers.

In the early 60s, although it was the only
cinema in town, there were rumours that
it was going to shut down and become a
bingo hall. My dad was very much against
this, as were many Devizes people. He
was filmed by the BBC in front of the
cinema and appeared on TV News.

In 1962, a compromise was reached for a
few bingo sessions a week. These were
popular (but not with my dad). In 1975,
new owners, Zetters Enterprises,
converted the ground floor into a bingo
hall and upstairs a cinema. Thank
goodness for having a balcony; without it
would have been the death of the cinema.

At Carnival times my dad organised
various live shows including the crowning
of the Carnival Queen. These were so
popular that they had standing room
only. There were other live shows carried
out by the Devizes Amateur Dramatics
Society.

The new owners of the Palace hope to
open towards the end of this year, so let’s
all go to the flicks!

This article is edited from a piece in the
Wiltshire Family History Journal of July
2024. Many thanks to Barbara and all
concerned!

A selection of forthcoming events

ONLINE TALK: The Country
House Gate Lodge

Wednesday 27 November 2024
7.30pm

LECTURE: Church-going by
Andrew Ziminski
Saturday 30 November 2.30 pm

TOUR: Behind the Scenes at
Wiltshire Museum
Saturday 7 December 2 pm

LECTURE: Digging for Erlestoke
by Leigh Chalmers and Dr Phil
Harding

Saturday 14 December: 2:30pm

LECTURE: a Potted History, by
Julian Richards - The story of
Britain’s ceramic history spans
6000 years

5th April 2025 2:30 pm

EXHIBITION:Megalithic
Connections - Drawings &
Etchings by Dave Gunning
Saturday 14 December 2024 to
Saturday 22 February 2025

For more information, go to
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/e
vents

Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections
database online

www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk



https://www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/events/
https://www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/events/

My memory of the Assize Court
stems from my father Capt W J Page
who, having lost both legs above the
knee in the first war, was Chairman
of the local Bench, succeeding Dr
George Waylen of Long Street, now
the Museum.

To get in to the Court building, my
father would be supported by a
policeman on each side who would
bend their arms firmly to the elbow
and my father, with arms stretched,
holding the policeman’s forearm,
would be supported whilst the
policemen would walk up the steps.
My father had very strong arms! The
Court Justices Clerk was Mr. Hodge.

At that time, the County Police HQ
was in Bath Road. We lived at the
house ‘Maryes Cottage’ immediately
opposite the Black Horse which was
owned by Mr Eden who also had a
small dairy stores a few doors up the
road. | well remember Mr Eden
running backwards and forwards
between the two  premises.
Incidentally, Mr Eden’s brother
Conrad was organist to Durham
Cathedral.

If you have any memories of life in
Devizes, why not share them with
the members of the Trust?

We would be glad to hear from you,
and we can take care of preparing
your story for publication.

Drop a line to the editor at the ad-
dress below.

The Trust’s Christmas Social will be held on Wednesday 11th December in
the Cheese Hall, Devizes Town Hall at 7pm for 7:30pm.

John Girvan will give us an insight into the link between Ernest Shackleton and

Devizes.

We will also have an update on the
teasers. Please come along if you can.

Assize Court project and some brain

The Monday Market

A time long past

Market was an important part of farming
life, not only as an opportunity for
buying and selling but as a social
occasion when you could meet your
fellow farmers and discuss such matters
as harvest prospects, new machinery and
the iniquities of the Ministry of
Agriculture.

This picture comes from Devizes'
Monday Market Street, now somewhat
altered, and shows the auctioneer's
booth beyond the cattle pens.

An interesting detail is the hurdles which
have been placed across the lower part of
the ground floor windows of the Castle
Hotel to prevent damage by inquisitive or
frightened beasts.

The hotels and inns provided a special
lunch called a Market Ordinary or

Farmer's Ordinary and licensing hours
were extended into the afternoon, as is
still the case in some Wiltshire towns.

There was a protocol in where a man ate
and drank on these occasions; the
farmers tended to frequent the best hotel
while their sons used another, the
dealers, drovers and farm labourers went
to different inns and pubs.

In Wiltshire dialect there is a word 'peart’
meaning lively, but in some parts of the
county on market days farmers gave it
another meaning; a man described as
'market peart' was to be left alone to his
own devices; often after initial liveliness
during the day, on the journey home the
horse had to find his own way while his
master drowsed in the trap. This state of
affairs was one of many changed by the
spread of the internal combustion engine.
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