
 Trust News
The Government announced in
February 2025 that there would be
an overhaul of Local Plans. These
form the framework to determine
where houses and infrastructure
should be built and the government
wants them to be made within two-
and-a-half-years as opposed to the
current average time of seven years.
As an example, Wiltshire’s current
local plan dates from the Core
Strategy which was adopted in 2015.
The Local Plan which will replace it
was started with a consultation into
its scope in 2017 and was finally
submitted to the Secretary of State in
2024.

Changes to the current system will
include: introducing regular assess-
ments to help councils stay on track
towards meeting their targets;
greater clarity about how plans
should be prepared and updated;
and using digital tools to increase
transparency on available land for
new development. An additional £4.5
million will be released to fund salary
bursaries for new planning roles in
councils. These changes are part of
the government’s aim that 1.5
million homes will be built over the
next five years and reinforce the
importance of Local Plans to achieve
this, with fewer than a third of places
currently having up-to-date plans in
place. This can result in the sort of
speculative, unplanned development
that we have seen in Devizes in the
last few years.

This seems to be a positive step
forward, and getting it right will be
vital if the Government is to
successfully deliver on its ambitions.
However, we know that Wiltshire
Council is short of planning staff
which is why the planning process is
taking longer than ever. This is not a
problem  that can be solved
overnight. The fact that Wiltshire’s
Local Plan is expected to be adopted
later this year puts us in a good
position and hopefully the necessary
funding will be made available.
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Recent problems with noise, light
pollution and air quality from the Ball
Aerocan factory on Folly Road have
affected residents of White Horse Way,
Combe Walk, Folly Rd, Roundway
Village and the former Devizes
Barracks. Residents have formed an
action group and more than 1000 local
people have signed a petition. The
extension to the original factory is also
a major issue in a mainly residential
area.

The company increased operations
and extended their factory without
planning permission and submitted a
retrospective planning application in
April 2024 - it appears that the
building works had started in 2023.
Devizes Town Council reviewed the
application and stated that they had
“No Objection”. The Trust also made
no comment, as it appeared to be an
application “which had no
conservation interest and minimal
effect on neighbours and street scene”.

However, in January 2025, the
company submitted a number of
revised documents setting out further
changes. This was again retrospective
covering the much larger development
– a five times increase in the size of the
industrial use – which had already
been completed. The fact that this has

all been done retrospectively means
that there are no conditions in place to
restrict the nuisance caused by
building works and unsociable hours
of operation.

It is particularly noticeable that the
move of Wadworth’s Brewery to Folly
Road was carried out with a minimum
of problems. Planning permission was
granted, subject to conditions that
were put in place to restrict noise
levels on the same basis as the Old
Brewery site. Wadworth followed the
correct procedures and, as a result,
have not caused any nuisance to local
residents.

Devizes Town Council discussed the
concerns of residents at a Planning
meeting on 29th April 2025 and
agreed unanimously to submit an
objection to the application based on
the comments received from residents.
The Trust will also submit an objection
following concerns from Trust
members.

All of this is in stark contrast to the
company’s Sustainability Strategy
which states that “We accelerate our
positive social impact for our
employees and the communities in
which we live and work,” whatever that
means. I don’t think those living near
to the factory would agree!

The Ball Aerocan factory by night. Picture: Alan Cowley



From “Another Six English Towns” by Alec
Clifton-Taylor, published in 1984

For public buildings, needless to say,
stone, and always Bath Stone, was
now employed as a matter of course.

Nowhere is this fine material seen to
better advantage than at the old
Assize Court, erected in 1835 in a
very imposing Grecian style by T. H.
Wyatt, before he was converted to
Gothic.

Here is expressed the full majesty of
the Law, and no mistake! It still
houses the Law Courts and the
County Police Office. Slightly earlier
(1830) and in a similar style is 41 St
John's Street, with a rusticated base,
and fluted columns to convey a
somewhat more radiant and less
forbidding mood.

The Assize Courts
The Trust’s AGM was held on
Thursday 20th March with twenty-
five in attendance and apologies
from four members. The meeting
was chaired by James Flood who
spoke about planning issues - see
separate article.

The guest speaker was Dr Brian
Mathew, MP for Melksham &
Devizes. He spoke about his
experience as a County Councillor
and his lifelong desire to become
an MP. He was a member of the
Parliamentary International Devel-
opment Committee which enabled
him to become involved in wider
issues. For example he was
working with Avon Technologies
PLC, based in Melksham, on a
project to provide face masks for
Ukraine.

He also mentioned his involvement
with planning issues in Wiltshire.
This prompted a number of
comments and questions from the
audience which he has vowed to
include in his casework for future
use.

After the admin issues hade been
dealt with, David Dawson gave a
short presentation on the progress
of the Assize Court project which is
going well. Hopefully, the go ahead
for the major funding by Heritage
Lottery will be given by the end of
2025, and the museum could open
on the site in 2030.

John Girvan spoke about the work
carried out by the Trust in the
1970s on St John’s Alley with the
accompanying visual presentation
of plans and a model.

Members will be pleased to learn
that the Trust’s finances are in
good shape with a slight increase
in funds during 2024. Our main
expenditure is for the printing of
Trust News and postage stamps.
One area of income which is
growing steadily is the sale of the
Town Trail through the Museum
and Devizes Books. We also benefit
from Gift Aid on subscriptions.

The Trust AGM

The End Of An Era

We were very sad to hear that,
following the closure of the old
brewery, Wadworth have also ended
the custom of using dray horses to
deliver the beer in Devizes.

It feels like the end of an era,
although many motorists will be

happy that they will no longer hold
up the traffic. On balance, we would
have liked the practice to continue.

Our  photo shows a young John
Girvan pedalling his penny-farthing
alongside the horses on St John’s
Street.



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum
A selection of forthcoming events

ONLINE TALK: Millionaire
Shopping - the collections of
Alfred Morrison of Fonthill,
1821 - 1897
Wednesday 21 May 7.30 PM

ONLINE TALK:Thomas Henry
Wyatt - Victorian architect in
Wiltshire
Wednesday 11 June 7.30 PM

ONLINE TALK: The Search for
Maud Heath
Wednesday 1 October 7.30PM

ONLINE TALK; Shelburne &
Sidmouth - Two Wiltshire Prime
Ministers
Wednesday 19 November 7.30 PM

WALK: Drawn to Oare -Eric
Ravilious landscapes in Pewsey
Vale
Sunday 27 April
Sunday 29 June

WALK: Evening Walk – West
Kennet Longbarrow
Wednesday 7 May 6:30 PM

EXHIBITION: Un/Common
People: Folk Culture in Wessex
Ends Saturday 7 September 2025

Folk in the Galleries

Join folklorist Claire Slack to
explore the folklore of Wiltshire
and the wider world through the
objects found in the galleries at
Wiltshire Museum.
Dates and Times:
Thursday 19 June, 10.30 am
Saturday 21 June, 10.30 am
Wednesday 23 July, 6.00 pm

For those who don’t know, ‘The Lit’ as it
is known, is on Northgate Street, set back
from the pavement   and just west of the
Palace Cinema. The Lit is now a social
club, with a function room, a couple of
snooker tables and a dart board but it was
originally a Mechanics' Institute for the
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge.

These Institutes were a nineteenth
century phenomenon, emerging from the
1820s and continuing into the years
preceding the First World War. The
institutes were the product of the
Industrial Revolution which had created
demand for a workforce to manage its
machinery, to tend, repair and improve the
complex mechanisation that
revolutionised our output. They provided
education for the working man through
lending libraries, lecture theatres, class
rooms and laboratories and often included
in the mix of courses and technical
material, wider opportunities for learning
and betterment.

The concept was a successful one, and by
mid-century there were several hundred
mechanics' institutes gracing England’s
major urban centres. A significant
proportion were purpose-built, showing an
investment in the nation’s workforce and
the priority given to the initiative. Around
75 are listed, at least one third of which
have found a compatible re-use and
continue to illustrate, in their dignified
variety, the commendable efforts made
towards adult education in Queen
Victoria’s reign.

The Devizes Institute began its life in July
1833 when the mayor, Captain Tyler R,N,
called a meeting at which was identified
the need for a place of learning for
‘persons who moved in the lower class of
society’. A committee was formed and
the Institute opened at the New Room on
the High St on 17 October 1833. By 1834,
there were more than 300 books in the
library, there were frequent lectures and
there were study classes in Mechanics;
Geology and Mineralogy; ad Architectural
Drawing and Geometry.

In 1842, the Institute moved to new
premises in what is now 46 New Park
Street. Sadly, the building was destroyed
in a fire in 1843 so another move was
necessary, this time  to The Chequers,
now the premises of the Mayflower
Restaurant.

Fast forward to 1906, and the old British
School building in Northgate Street  was
offered for sale. After a general meeting of
members, it was agreed to buy the building
for £400. A further £400 was spent on
alteration, adaptations and furnishings,
which included two billiard tables.

Though changed in form and despite
several fluctuations in its fortunes, after
over 190 years, the Literary and Scientific
Institute continues to serve Devizes and
welcomes new members.



Heritage Open Day will be on Saturday September 13th. More details in
our next issue.
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The Trust has been working on a new
system for administering member-
ships, and it is available for you to try
now. We would love your feedback!

To access the system, go to
https://membermojo.co.uk/tfd and
click on “Sign In” at the top right of the
screen.

On the next screen, enter the email
address you have provided to the
Trust and click “Sign in with email”.
You will receive an email with a link to
continue the login; click on the link in
the mail and then click on “Sign In”.

On the site, you will arrive at the “Your
Membership” page. There are several
buttons which will take you to other
parts of the site.

You can set up or change your
password, review your payment
history and view and amend your
membership details – Address, Gift
Aid status, Trust News by Post and so
on.

You can sign out by clicking on your
name at the top right corner of the
screen and selecting “Sign Out”.

Members who have not provided the
Trust with an email address, or who
choose not to use the new system, can
continue to manage their membership
by post, contacting the Trust at the
address on the back page of Trust
News.

Your friends can also use the link
above to apply for membership of the
Trust – click on “Join Us / Renew” and
complete the form.

We anticipate the system will go “live”
in August, and will run in parallel with
the old system for a while. The Trust's
website will continue unchanged for
the time being.

Please let us know if you have any
problems or suggestions - email
info@trustfordevizes.info.

While we are commissioning the
system, it is possible that you may
receive some unexpected mails
concerning membership expiry and
renewals as the system beds in. Please
ignore these.

The old cottage hospital in New Park
Road has recently been sold to the
Gainsborough Group, a development
company based near Bridgwater which
concentrates on the South West. The
development received outline
planning permission in May 2023 and
the developers will now need to apply
for detailed planning permission
before work starts.

Outline planning permission was
granted with 29 conditions, including
the following:

“The site in question forms a key part
of the Devizes Wharf regeneration
project and contains as well as adjoins
a number of heritage assets. As a
result of this, the applicant is advised
that the local planning authority would
expect to see details of all external
materials as well as large-scale details

of architectural features including
parapets, windows, (including
elevations and sections of the
windows, head, sill and window reveal
details), external doors, vents and
extracts, rainwater goods submitted
as part of a reserved matter
'appearance'”.

A further condition is that “A canalside
landscaping and boundary treatments
scheme shall be included in the
reserved matters submissions. The
scheme shall indicate the size, species
and spacing of planting, the areas to
be grassed, and the treatment of hard
surfaced areas”

As always, the Trustees will be paying
close attention to the next stage of
this project to ensure that the
developers take full notice of these
requirements.

The site plan, with the Canal to the top right of the picture
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