
 Trust News
Everything seems to be speeding
up all of a sudden, despite the
hot weather and consequent
listlessness. Projects which have
been on the cards for years are
now starting to happen.

The Wharf developments will
change the shape of our town for
ever. The Assize Court project
will almost definitely go ahead
with the aim of opening the ‘new’
Museum in 2030. And work has
already started on the former
hospital in New Park Road - even
though the ‘For Sale’ sign is still
in place.

There are still many things in
Devizes which are far from
perfect. Many of our pavements
need a good scrub with broken
slabs and weeds aplenty. The
fountain in the Market Place is
out of action, and will cost
thousands of pounds to fix. The
broken bus shelter in the Market
Place has still not been mended
and don’t get me started on the
potholes!

But let’s be positive. We have the
wonderful CUDS who help to
keep our streets clean. Devizes in
Bloom has just organised a very
successful ‘Open Gardens’ which
raised money for the Mayor’s
charities. We had a great Arts
Festival in June. The Lions held
their brilliant classic car rally on
the Green which also saw the
Fulltone Festival. Devizes Food
and Drink Festival is happening
in September. And we WILL have
a Carnival and a Confetti Battle
this year.

Devizes is not dead. It is very
much alive. The future is looking
rosy!

Philippa Morgan
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The Assize Court Project

The Planning Application and Listed
Building Consent for Devizes Assize
Court have now been approved by
Wiltshire Council. Permission has
been given for the redevelopment and
restoration of the Former Assize
Court to provide a new home for
Wiltshire Museum and a hub for the
community.

The approval of planning permission
means that the Museum can now
submit the Delivery Phase application
to The National Lottery Heritage Fund
as well as funding applications to a
wider range of Trusts and
Foundations knowing that all the
required permissions are in place for
the project to go ahead.

Wiltshire Museum's bid to relocate
from its current home on Long Street,
Devizes, to the historic Assize Court
on Northgate Street has also received
a significant boost as Wiltshire
Council has allocated £350,000 of
Community Infra-structure Levy (CIL)
funding to help fund the project, so
long as other funding has been
secured.

The Museum has already secured
£300,748 in develop-ment funding
from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund (NLHF) to prepare a detailed
project plan. The council's initial
contribution of £350,000 in CIL
funding will be used to strengthen
the museum's business case to
secure more funding and move the
project forward.

The museum is continuing its
fundraising, and the council has
committed to support the project
with up to £2m, only to be drawn on
if fundraising falls short. This would
be covered by further CIL funding,
once all other funding options have
been explored.

The Trust has pledged a more modest
amount - £1000 – provided that the
project gets through the final stage
and receives NLHF funding. We hope
to know the outcome later this year
and, hopefully, the work can begin.

STOP PRESS – The Museum has
announced that Her Majesty Queen
Camilla has agreed to become a
Patron of Wiltshire Museum. We are
indeed honoured!

An artist’s impression of the completed building



This is an extract from the Devizes,
Wiltshire: archaeology and history
(notes for visitors, prepared by the
Royal Archaeological Institute, 2017)
and concerns the parish boundary
between St John’s and St Mary
churches’.

“The medieval town was surrounded by
a curved bank and ditch, not now
visible but marked by the St Mary’s
parish boundary; excavation near its
south end in 1974 established that it
had been a formidable defence, with a
ditch about 5 metres deep (Haslam
1977/78). More problematic is
whether the parish boundary between
St Mary’s and St John’s marks the line
of a second, inner bank and ditch,
enclosing the outer bailey of the castle;
excavation in 2006-7 may have located
the ditch, and the street named The
Brittox may show its existence, if the
word derives from ‘bretasche’,
meaning a stockade of some sort.

“The parish boundary veers
northwards at its southern end; an
inner ditch would only make sense if it
continued south of St John’s church to
complete the semi-circle (as shown by
the dotted line on the map by Jeremy
Haslam). The parish boundary line is
shown by the backs of some of the
property boundaries, but they do not
show a void between them and the
backs of properties fronting New Park
Street, as might be expected if there
had been a ditch and bank.

“Three interpretations have been
advanced to explain this dilemma. One

is that St Mary’s Monday market-place
was the earlier of the two, with the St
John’s market-place being later,
created after the castle had ceased to
have political significance, and its
outer bailey was no longer maintained.
On that argument, St John’s church
would originally have been within the
castle’s outer bailey, and could even
have served as its chapel. The Monday
market-place was referred to as the
‘old’ market in the fourteenth century,
the inner one as ‘new’ (VCH 1975, 2-3
and 6-9).

“A second possibility reverses the
argument: the market-place
represented by High Street/Market
Place/St John’s Street was deliberately
built within the castle’s outer bailey, as
protection, and the success of the
town very soon led to its extension,
with the Monday market then being set
up, overseen by St Mary’s (Butler 1976,
45).

“A third possibility is that the town was
founded from the start with two
market-places, each overseen by a
parish church. Against that is St Mary’s
market being called ‘old’, and that no
other medieval town is known to have
been set up with two market-places.
Nor is it certain when either
ecclesiastical building became a parish
church; both were called capelle in
1226-8, implying that they were not
yet independent of the older
foundation at Bishop’s Cannings.”

I don’t suppose we’ll never know!

Christopher Hollis was a schoolmaster,
university teacher, author and
Conservative politician who represented
Devizes from 1945 until 1955 when he
retired. He was the brother of Roger
Hollis who was Director General of MI5
from 1956 to 1965.

In April 1956, Christopher asked the
Minister of Education (Dame Florence
Horsbrugh) to make a statement on the
future of Roundway House, Devizes.
The Minister reported that “The local
education authority for Wiltshire have
fully considered the future of Roundway
House and have reached the conclusion
that it should be sold. I have informed
the authority that I am prepared to
consider favourably this proposal.”

In reply, he asked what sum of public
money has been spent in the purchase
and subsequent upkeep of Roundway
House, Devizes. He was told that the
cost of purchase was £7,500. The gross
cost of upkeep, including cost of
necessary repairs, for the four years
ending 31st March, 1952, totalled
£10,134, but the cost to public funds
was reduced by letting.

Christopher then asked “Was not this a
very odd purchase by the Ministry of
Education in the time of the last
Government, for which my right hon.
Friend was in no way responsible - the
purchase of Roundway House for a
teachers' training college when
apparently it was highly unsuitable for
that purpose and could not be used?”

Dame Horsburgh replied that it was
“quite clear from the figures I have now
been given that it was unfortunate that
this purchase was made”.

George Thomas (Cardiff West) then
intervened “Is the Minister reposing her
confidence in the same advisers who
advised the previous Minister on that
transaction?”

The Minister replied “I could not tell the
hon. Gentleman who actually advised
my predecessor about this, but I can
assure him that I shall look very, very
carefully into the matter when
purchases of this sort have to be made
in future.”

Interestingly, the 7 bed semi-detached
house at Roundway Park is currently on
sale for £1,300,000.

A map showing the boundaries between the parishes
of St John and St Mary (dotted line)



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum
A selection of forthcoming events

EXHIBITION: Un/Common
People: Folk Culture in Wessex

Our latest major exhibition
celebrates the vibrant folk art and
seasonal customs of Wessex,
both past and present. It
redefines the traditional meaning
of the term ‘commoner’ by
showcasing the extraordinary
creativity of folk art, crafted by
self-taught artists and makers.

Ends Saturday 7 September
2025

WALK: Stonehenge Landscape
– 2025
Wednesday 10 September 1:30PM

Connections and Collections:
Engage with heritage and see
objects up close . This month’s
topic is  Technology
Thursday 18 September 10:30AM

TOUR: Behind the Scenes at
Wiltshire Museum
Saturday 4 October 11AM

ONLINE TALK: The Search for
Maud Heath
Wednesday 1 October 7.30PM

Connections and Collections:
Engage with heritage and see
objects up close. October’s
topic is  Communication.
Thursday 16 October 10:30AM

ONLINE TALK; Shelburne &
Sidmouth - Two Wiltshire
Prime Ministers
Wednesday 19 November 7.30 PM

A planning application has now
been received by Wiltshire Council
for demolition of No. 2 Northgate
Street (formerly the kebab house).
The building is Grade II listed, as
are the other properties in the row
of houses making up Numbers 1 to
13 Northgate Street .

It appears to have been agreed by
all parties that demolition of
Number 2 is the only way to
proceed in view of the serious state
of the building. The demolition
would allow work to be done on No
1 and No 3 Northgate Street, and
for two-way traffic movement to be
resumed.

However, there is no application as
yet for the replacement building.
This is a problem as far as the
Trust is concerned.

Planning law requires decision
makers - Wiltshire Council in the
first instance - to ‘give special
consideration to the desirability to
conserve the building, its features
and setting.’ The listed building
description says that the building
has seven features at the front of
the property.

In our view, these should be
preserved if at all possible. But

none of these features are
mentioned in the application for
demolition or in the accompanying
building surveyor’s report.

The Trust is concerned that there
appears to be no awareness of the
need to conserve these features in
order that the replacement
building can reference them.
Ideally the front facade would be
retained and, if this is not possible,
at least the frontage should be
demolished by hand rather than
using a bulldozer. All the elements
could then be retained and
incorporated into the replacement
building.

The Trustees recognise that the
building is an eyesore and that the
timber supports are obstructing
the highway. It is now nearly ten
months since the fire, and we are
all anxious to see a resolution. But
we are also concerned that this
250 year old building should be
treated with the respect that it
deserves. We will therefore be
objecting to the planning
application as it stands. We hope
that our concerns can be
considered when the decision is
made by Wiltshire Council in
September.

No. 2 Northgate St



We are sorry to report that there will not be a Devizes Heritage
Open Day this year. This is due to a number of venues not being

available, but also we feel that we need to take a break. Our
plan is to return next year, hopefully with a couple of new

venues to add to the day.

Trust News is published by:

The Trust for Devizes,
c/o Wiltshire Museum,
41 Long St,
Devizes,
SN10 1NS

Editor - Philippa Morgan
info@trustfordevizes.info

www.trustfordevizes.info

The officers of the Trust are :

Chairman

Acting Hon. Secretary      Philippa Morgan             info@trustfordevizes.info

Hon. Treasurer                  James Flood        jamesfloodsenior@ndirect.co.uk

The Trust is a Registered Charity No 259653

It’s difficult to keep up with all
planning applications but the Trust
continues to examine all those within
the Devizes area as well as those
which are outside town but would have
an impact on the surrounding
environment. One such application
was for a solar farm on land south of
Potterne Park farm. The Trust objected
to the proposal on the grounds that
“the development would cause
substantial harm to the open
countryside and the landscape of the
Crookwood Valley, an unspoilt tract of
landscape of high value in the context
of Wiltshire. It would therefore be
excessively and unnecessarily
damaging to the countryside.”

We were pleased to see that the
application was refused by Wiltshire
Council earlier this year.

The reasons given for refusal were:

1. that the application failed to provide
sufficient information to assess the
potential impact of the proposed
development on archaeological assets
within the site. The County
Archaeologist confirmed that further
detailed investigation would be
required to understand the
archaeological significance of the area
and the proposed development
involved ground disturbance through
pile driving and subsoil boring, which
might affect buried heritage assets.

2. that the proposed development
would result in significant and
unacceptable harm to the character,
quality, and visual amenity of the local
and wider landscape. The introduction
of a large-scale solar installation,
along with associated infrastructure
and extensive mitigation planting,
would create a conspicuous and
urbanising form of development that
is out of keeping with the prevailing
landscape character.

We just have to hope that we have now
seen the back of this application but
will remain vigilant.

The Trust is pleased to see that
Henry Aldridge & Son Ltd are
moving from Bath Road to the
centre of Devizes to take over  2
premises in Long Street, formerly
the Hen House and the Emporium.

The auctions will now take place in
the centre of town which should be
good for local businesses.

On the opposite side of the road,
the ground floor of the former
NatWest building is apparently
going to become a coffee shop. In
view of the number of empty shops
in town, it is good to see these
buildings being given a new
purpose.

There is no news on the Palace
Cinema, which is disappointing.
Last September, Adam Cunard, the
manager director of the parent
company Picturedrome Cinemas,
said that he was hoping to reopen
the century-old building in 2025,
following a downturn in footfall
across the cinema industry.

He also said that delaying the
opening of the cinema and
completing the project at a later
date would improve its chances of
survival in the long term. However,
all has gone quiet and there is little
evidence that there has been
progress towards that goal.

Henry Aldridge & Son  will opccupy the old Hen House and the former Emporium


