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As 2025 comes to an end, we
have seen major changes with
demolition, development and
destruction as the old Kebab
House burnt down.

2026 is promising to be equally
interesting but hopefully less
traumatic, with work starting on
the Assize Court, fingers crossed.

We can report that, at last, the
Royal Oak pub in New Park Street
is being refurbished and turned
into flats. Hopefully, the work will
be sympathetic and the building
will once more become an
attractive sight on the main road
through town.

There have been concerns raised
about the removal of hedgerow
around Southgate House, the
former NHS building which is
being demolished. The Trust
expressed its concern that the
treatment of the Pans Lane
frontage  appeared to be
standardised and insensitive. This
was especially true of the frontage
between the site access and
Stanley Terrace, which contained
a wide grass verge, with a line of
semi-mature trees.

Despite our efforts, the planning
application was not ‘called in’ for
discussion at a  planning
committee meeting but was left to
the council officers to decide. We
believe that there should have
been an opportunity for us to
speak on behalf of our members
in such an important application.

Our Christmas Social this year will
be on Wednesday 17th December
at Wiltshire Museum. We will be
starting promptly at 7pm as we
have a fascinating talk about
childrens’ TV in the 60s and 70s.
Please bring a friend and we will
try to persuade them to become a
member!

Wadworth Brewery

The land is cleared for development
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The brewery site, November 2025

The Demolition of the area next to the
old Brewery has now been completed
- see photograph above - and will
soon be spouting new houses and
flats. The new development will
consist of 64 flats and 38 houses.with
a mix of studio, two-bedroom flats,
and three- and four-bedroom houses.
Eight of these homes will be
affordable housing. Construction of
the first homes is expected to begin
in spring 2026, with the first
residents anticipated to move in by
early 2027.

Given the move by Wadworth from
the old brewery to Folly Road, the
Trust has given support to the use of
this brownfield site for housing
development. However, we have
always been concerned that the part
of the development which interacts
with the Assize Court will need to be
dealt with sympathetically.

We were particularly concerned that,
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while the proposed radius curves at
each corner are in our view sufficient
to turn the corners, and reflect the
curved entrance to the existing
brewery, the frontage boundary with
the old filling station is
unsatisfactory. At the moment, the
derelict filling station is not part of
the development and is in private
ownership. A missing piece of the
puzzle.

We also registered our concerns
about the interface with the Assize
Court. This element had been
improved, by opening up views of,
and access to, the rear of the
building, but we would have liked the
developers to go further, and create a
coherent urban space (a square or
crescent) behind the Assize Court and
the Canal. We are not convinced that
this has been take on board.

We can only sit and wait.



Many people in Devizes mention
Lardy Cake with fond memories
and you can still buy them
today. But if you feel inclined to
make your own, here is a recipe
from the book ‘Wiltshire
Cookery’ by Angela Rawson and
Nikki Kedge. Good luck!

Wiltshire Lardy Cake

Lard being the most widely
available cooking fat in the days
when nearly every household
kept a pig, it was only natural to
use lard in the place of butter,
which was considerably more
expensive.

In true Wiltshire style, nothing
was ever wasted, so at the end
of the baking day, using any
left-over dough, Lardy cake
came into being. It is very
fattening, but it was intended to
be a filling and substantial food
in an age of low wages and
widespread poverty.

1 Ib bread dough which has
risen for an hour and doubled in
bulk

6 0z mixed dried fruit
6 oz lard

6 oz granulated sugar 2 oz
mixed peel

Roll out the dough into an
oblong, spread two-thirds of it
with one third each of lard, fruit,
peel and sugar. Fold into
three.Press the ends down
together with a rolling pin, and
give the dough a half turn.
Repeat this twice more.

Place the folded dough into a
large square or oblong tin which
allows enough room for it to
rise. Leave in a warm, draught-
free place for 20-30 minutes,
then bake at 425°F (220°C), gas
mark 7 for about 45 minutes.
Take out of the oven, then put
onto a plate, upside down, the
sugary side uppermost. Lardy
cake is best eaten warm from
the oven and cut into generous,
sticky squares.

Barbara Fuller

Local historian and Trust member

We were sad to hear that Trust
Member Barbara Fuller died in
September. Barbara had been in a
care home for some months but
was still pleased to receive her
copy of Trust News.

Barbara was fascinated with
Devizes history, and her books
‘Changed times - A short history
of Devizes Union Workhouse and
St James’ Hospital 1836 to 1996’
and ‘Devizes Union - From
Workhouse to Hospital (1836 -
1990)’ are valuable additions to
the written history of our town.

The following paragraphs are
extracts from

https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Devizes/

and include facts and
photographs provided by Barbara.

The Devizes Poor Law Union
formally came into being on 3rd
November 1835. Its operation
was overseen by an elected Board
of Guardians, 36 in number,
representing its 28 constituent
parishes.

The population falling within the
Union at the 1831 census had
been 28,638 with parishes
ranging in size from from Alton
Barnes (population 138) to
Devizes St Mary (2,589). The
average annual poor-rate

expenditure for the period 1833-
35 had been £16,004 or 11s.8d.
per head of the population.

Devizes Union workhouse was
erected in 1836-7 on a site at the
north of Devizes. The Poor Law
Commissioners authorised an
expenditure of £6,700 on
construction of the building which
was to accommodate 400
inmates. It was designed by
George Wilkinson who was also
the architect of many other
workhouses including those for
the Malmesbury and Cricklade
and Wootton Bassett Unions. His
design for Devizes was a variation
on the Commissioners' model
cruciform or ‘"square" plan
published in 1835.

From 1904, to protect them from
disadvantage in later life, the
birth certificates for those born in
the workhouse gave its address
just as 7 Commercial Road,
Devizes.

The institution was renamed St
James' Hospital in 1948 and was
used as a geriatric hospital until
around 1990. It is now totally
demolished apart from one small
outbuilding. St James’ surgery
now occupies part of the site.


https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Devizes/

A noted artist with roots in Devizes

Thomas Lawrence

The Red Boy, or Master Lambton

Thomas Lawrence was born at 6
Redcross Street, Bristol, the youngest
surviving child of Thomas Lawrence, a
supervisor of excise, and Lucy Read, a
clergyman's daughter.

Soon after Thomas was born, his
father decided to become an
innkeeper and took over the White
Lion Inn and next-door American
Coffee House in Bristol. But the
venture did not prosper, and in 1773
Lawrence senior became the licensee
of what was then the Black Bear Inn in
Devizes (now The Bear Hotel), a
favourite stopping place for the
London gentry making their annual
trip to take the waters at Bath.

It was during the family's six-year stay
at the Black Bear Inn that Lawrence
senior began to make use of his son's
precocious talents for drawing and
reciting poetry. Visitors would be
greeted with the words "Gentlemen,
here's my son—will you have him
recite from the poets, or take your
portraits?"

Among those who listened to a
recitation from Tom, or Tommy as he
was called, was actor David Garrick.

On a recent visit to London, it was
good to see The Red Boy, one of
Lawrence’s most famous paintings, in
the National Gallery

The portrait of Charles William
Lambton (1818-1831) was made when
the model was aged six or seven.
Lawrence presents him as a child
wanderer on a moonlit night, lost in
contemplation of the power of nature.
Charles wears a red velvet 'skeleton
suit, a loose-fitting outfit considered
suitable for children's outdoor
activities.

It was also interesting, if a bit spooky,
to see his death mask in the National
Portrait Gallery.

A selection of forthcoming events

Developed architect plans and
Gallery designs were
submitted to the National
Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF)
for review alongside existing
documents.

This will enable the NLHF to
make a decision on the
awarding of the £8.4 million
which will go a long way
toward the Assize Court
project. If successful, building
work will commence in 2026
with work to conserve and
restore the building and a
community fund raising
campaign will take place.

Over the next 3 vyears, the
collections will gradually be
moved into the Assize Court
with a planned opening to the
public in 2030. As we know,
many construction projects
come in later than planned but
hopefully we will all be raising
a glass to the ‘new’ Museum in
five years time!

The exhibition Downland: art
and the archaeological imag-
ination in Wiltshire is open
until 24  January 2026,
featuring the landscape and
archaeology of Wiltshire

ONLINE TALK: Shelburne and
Sidmouth - Two Wiltshire
Prime Ministers

An online lecture by Michael
Hodges on Wednesday 19th
November 2025, 7.30pm.
Cost: £10 per screen. Booking
essential.

Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections
database online

www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk




The Trust has lost five members
in the last few months. We will
miss them all.

Robert Hunt-Grubbe was a
stalwart of WAHNS and was a
key figure in rescuing the
Assize Court.

Mike Bowden, MBE, was Founder
and Chair of Rowdeford School,
now Silverwood School.

Lt-Col Pat and Mrs Sue
Stacpoole died within a few

months of each other this
summer.

Barbara Fuller died in
September at the age of 88 and
her work is remembered
elsewhere in this edition of
Trust News.

We are always looking for new
articles for Trust News as well
as ideas for areas to explore. If
anyone has memories of
Devizes that they would like to
share, please contact us and we
would be happy to include them
in future copies. We would also
love to receive photographs and
news items from the old days.

A new Trust website is under
construction and the old
website is no longer available. It
will have links to the enhanced
membership system which will
improve our administration. We
hope to be able to launch the
new website in the New Year.
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This year’s Christmas Social will be on Wednesday 17th December at
Wiltshire Museum, 41 Long St, Devizes SN10 1NS. We will start promptly at
7pm.

We will be entertained by author and TV historian Jeff Evans, who will tell the
fascinating story of children’s television. Jeff’s colourful talk covers the
period from the start of television to the 1970s, truly a golden age for those
of us who grew up glued to the small screen when we returned home from
school.

Devizes Area Youth

A valuable resource
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Opening day for the DAY

The former bed shop in
Sidmouth Street has been
converted into a free facility for
young people aged between 11
and 16.

The DAY (Devizes Area Youth)

local businesses provided enter-
tainment facilities and furniture.

The Lounge currently opens two
afternoons a week after school
and is already attracting 40
youngsters.

Lounge was named after a vote
by the town's secondary school
pupils, who also helped to
design it.

The official opening by Devizes
Mayor, Jennie Britten, took
place on 6 November 2025.

Devizes Town Council donated
the shop unit rent free, and
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